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RECOMMENDATION. 

Having perused the following Essays, toe 
earnestly Recommend them to the Friends of E- 
vangqKcal Truth, as among the most able and 
satisfactory productions we have seen, on the 
subjects to which they relate. 

j. JaMes Scrimgeqvs. 

John Johnsw. 
tfewburgh, January, 1812. 



&t\ 



\ 'j' ■*'■ '■ !j 



• t 



s- 



-X . 

DISCOURSE, &c. 



! 






3. 



u 



A- 



1 HAT no power less than the Almigh- 
ty power of God is able to recover us from 
that misery which we have brought upon 
ourselves, is too evident to be denied with 
any appearance of reason. We could not 
give unto God a sufficient ransom for our 
souls to pacify his wrath; and when the- 
ransom hath been paid down by our divine 
Surety, it will be of no benefit to us, if we 
are not made partakers of Christ and his 
salvation, by the effectual operation of the 
divine Spirit. We are -by nature dead in 
sin, and cannot make ourselves alive. That, 
divine power which made us men is neces- 
sary to make us saints. It was God's de- 
sign in the application, as wellas in the pur-i 
qjiase of our salvation, to shew forth the 
exceedftig riches of hi* grace. *But if any 
exertions of ottf v owfl powers can bring us/ 
into a state of salvation, it is no more of; 
grace, far less of the exceeding riches of 
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4 tfN rtiE co^jbrn&y an& otrrr 

grace, Rom. xu 6. "By grace are ye sav- 
ed, through faith; and that not of your- 
selves ^ it is the gift of God. Not of wqrks,Iest 
any inan should boast; for we are his'wodk^ 
manship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
Ivorks, which God hath before ordained, that 
tve should walk in £hem»" Eph. ii. 8, — ib. 

But does not this doctrine natively tend 
to prodmce either despair or uncertainty in 
the hearers of it, if they apprehend that they 
are not already in a state of salvation ? If 
they are earnestly desirous of escapin^from 
the wrath to come, will they rtot sink into 
despondency when they reflect that neither 
they, nor any of their fellow creatures cafr 
deliver them ? Or, if they are not muth coiv 
cerned about salvation, will they not fihd a 
fair pretence in this doctrine for setting tfrtitf 
minds at ease concerning their eternal state, 
and for putting off the sorrows of a sinfuf 
land miserable condition to a long day ? 

That such conclusions were drawn in very 
early times from this doctrine* or doctrines 
connected with it, appears from the object 
tions toraul's doctrine concerning the sover- 
eignty of divine grace, Rom. i^. 19. I am* 
sorry to find, that some zealous contenders 
for this doctrine furnish too fair a pretence 
for such conclusions, by alleging that there 
is na more reason to>hope for ,tne salvation 
of those who are trained up' to attend the 
means of grace, than of those who cast off 
equally the fear of God and man. 
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ob imcoNrMRrxD sinners. 5 

The doctrine, that there is no more rea- 
son to hope for the conversion of unregeii- 
erate persons who attend the means of grace, 
than of those who do not attend them, ap- 
pears to me to be not less pernicious than 
the doctrine of those who teach that men 
have it in their power, by the use of means, 
to convert themselves. 

If men are made to believe that there is 
no advantage in reading or hearing the 
word of God, unless they are already con- 
verted, what will they do ? Persons do not 
use- to undertake any business, without 
some hope of success and advantage. If 
you persuade a man, that there is no more 
hope of a crop, though he should plant and 
sow his ground, than if he leave it wholly 
uncultivated, will he put himself to the 
trouble of performing all the labors of 
husbandry ? " he that labored*," says So* 
loman, . " laboreth for himself; for his 
mouth craveth it of him." He that is not 
stimulated by desire and hope, will do no- 
thing. 

When you advise some sick persons to 
have recourse to the physician, they will tell 
you that it is vain j the number of our days 
is fixed by a divine decree j and all the phy- 
sicians in the world cannot lengthen thd 
time of our life. Thus, when you tell sin- 
ners that they must diligently use the mean* 
of salvation, some of them will say, why 
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should we, who can do nothing, use any 
means ? Thus they set the decrees of God, 
or the sovereignty of grace, at variance with 
their duty ; and attempt to break that har- 
mony of the doctrines revealed in the Scrip- 
tures, which is no small evidence of their 
divine original ; and bring -suspicions upon 
those glorious doctrines for which they pro* 
fess an extraordinary degree of zeal. 

In order to explain this subject, I will en- 
tire, 

I. Whether the utmost exertion df our 
diligence in using the me$ns of grace, will 
ensure our salvation* 

II. Whether the diligent u»e of meaus 
does not render our salvation more proba- 
ble than the neglect of them. 

I1L What directions may assist us jgi && 
frpfitable u$c of meanau 

PART i 

f. Let us enquire, Whether our ijtmo&fc. 
.diligence in the use of means will ensure oub 
solvation? 

This question may perhaps appear super- 
Jtaous, because it may be very justly ques- 
tioned, whether there is any unconverted, 
*r even converted, sinner in the christian 
world, that has ever used the means of grace 
frith ^^ibfedJUgeftce, Yo»,4»y^r«^ 






fc^x*-"^.. 



4t tmcoNrMJto'MB sinners f 

twenty chapters in the Bibls, perhaps, in. 
one day ; but you might have read thirty. 
You have endeavored to pray seven times 
a day with a considerable degree of fervor, 
hut you might have prayed ten times with 
an equal or a greater degree of fervor, if 
you had bestowed more attention upon the 
things that belong to your peace. 

But supposing a person to have used a* 
much diligence in the public and private ex* 
ercises of religion, as a natural man, under a 
$eep concern for salvation, can be supposed 
to do, is it certain that he will obtain salva» 
rion ? 

. The question is not, whether men havo 
it Ln their power to convert themselves? We 
have already shewed, that the exceeding 
greatness of the power of God is necessary 
to work a living faith, and a true repentance^, 
in the hearts of men. 

But the question is, Whether any obliga- 
tion,^ any kind, lies upon the Almighty t& 
bestow his saving grace upon unregenerate 
persons diligent in the use of means. Would 
it be consistent with .his goodness, consist- 
ent with the encouragement given to sin* 
ners in the word of grace, to withhold from 
such persons what they seek with the de- 
sire of their hearts ? or with all that earnest- 
tiess of desire {which can find place in thq- 
heart of a natural man ? 

We ipyst^ot ailure persons to their duty* 
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by encouragements unwarranted by God in 
his word; and we not only confess that 
nothing done by unconverted persons cant 
give them any claim upon that grace, with- 
out which they must perish,l>ut hold the, 
contrary opinion to be an error subversive 
iof the true doctrine of the grace of God. 

The grace of God in our salvation is free 
and sovereign. Nothing in us moves God 
to save us. It is his great purpose in this 
blessed work tp shew forth the exceeding 
riches of his grace ; and the grace of Go< 
stands opposed to human works and qualifi- 
cations of every kind, as the apostle* Paul 
and other, holy writers abundantly teach.— 
** That the purpose of God, according to e- 
lection, might stand, not of works but of 
him that caUeth, It was said unto her (Re-» 
beccah) the elder shall serve the younger.— * 
Hath not the potter power over the clay, of 
the same lump to make one vessel to honor 
and another to dishonor V Rom. ix. n.au 

It is a most important doctrine in our re* 
ligion, that the ground of our 3iope in God 
lies not in ourselves, but in his sovereign 
mercy, in his faithful word, it} the medial 
tion of Christ. To imagine that we have, 
entitled ourselves to the favor of God by 
our own exertions, is to follow the wretch- 
ed exarrtple of those proud tnen in ancient 
times, who, "going about to establish their 
own righteousness, did not submit them- 
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selves to the righteousness of God/* "To 
him that worketh, the^reward is not reckon- 
ed of grace, but of debt ; but to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on him that jus- 
tifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness,'' Rom. iv. 4, 5. These word* 
or the apostle are intended to illustrate what 
looses says of Abraham's faith, Gen. xv. 6. 
Abraham was a righteous man long before 
the time when it is said, that " his faith was 
counted to him for righteousness ; 5 * and yet 
the expression, says Paul, implies that he 
considered himself an ungodly man, in re- 
ference to : that blessed privilege. He better- 
ed ih Godt6 be justified, without any work* 
performed by himself, but freely according 
to the riches of his grace. If the »iost righ- 
teous of men look not for acceptance with 
God to a;ny thingin themselves,howill would 
it become those who are altogether destitute 
of any righteousness, to imagine that they 
have a claim to the favor of God for any 
Work- which they ever performed, or can. 

rform? 

Whatever ardor unregenerate persons 
may feel or discover in religious concerns* 
it is as true of them as of any other perso n* 
in a natural state, that they are " free from 
righteousness,*' to use Paul's expression, 
Rom. vi. 20. Their ardor is not the effect 
of love to God, but of love to themselves, 
and God is not bound to thank them for 
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that love for them selves* which is not at all 
mingled with any real love to his own name. 
We may add, that as they are free from 
righteousness, they are still the servants of 
sin, for no man before his conversion is set 
free from the dominion of sin, Rom. vi. 16. 
And it would be very absurd to suppose 
that God could be under obligations of any 
kind to bestow the best blessings upon the 
servants of Satan. They do not indeed 
perform such service to sin t as those do who 
gratify every sinful lust without hesitation. 
They dare not run on so, boldly in the 
ways of perdition as perhaps they once did, 
but they are still under the dominion of one 
or other of those sinful lu ts, which bring 
the wrath*of God upon the children of dis* 
obedience. There is still something in the 
present world which they prefer to GocL 
There are pleasures of si/i which they pre- 
fer to all the pleasures of holiness, although 
their sense of danger prevents them from 
gratifying their inclinations ; and this will 
offen manifest itself to their own conviction 
and terror. For sin which seemed to die 
out in' them at certain'seasons,.under strong 
impressions of its tremendous consequences, 
uses to collect its force when those impres- 
sions are abated, and to impel them in their 
wonted course of iniquity, either of an ex- 
ternal, or more frequently of a mental kind* 
Nor does sin cease to operate when it seems 

. . . . • V 
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OF UNCONrERTED SINNERS. II 

to have lost its former power. When sen- 
sual lusts become bitter and loathsome, by the 
impressions of the law upon their consciences, 
enmity against the purity of the law, which is 
the same thing as enmity against the holy God; 
rages with uacontroied violence. This Paul 
himself found to be the case when he was un- 
der the convincing power of the law. What 
worlds would he not then have given for sal- 
vation ? and yet he was so far from thinking 
that he had any claim to it from God that his 
heart appeared to himself a strong hold of de- 
vils, Rom. vii. 8, — 14. "Sin, by the com- 
mandment, became exceeding sinful," and 
death had possession of his soul. 

Facts are unanswerable arguments. It is 
too certain that many have sought to ejnter in 
at the strait gate, and have not been able; that 
many have sought after the law of righteous- 
ness, and have not attained to the law of righ- 
teousne s, Luke xiii. £4. Rom. ix. 30. The 
seed of the word has sprung up, and promis- 
ed rich fruit in many, and yet when the day 
of trial came, it has come to nothing, Luke viij. 
I have heard of a gentleman who felt, in 
a season of dangerous sickness, great tenor 
at the review of his former life, and was ad- 
vised to send for the minister of the parish, 
who might be able to set his mind at rest — 
The minister came. The gentleman told him, 
that if God would be pleased to preserve him 
from de4th 1 his conduct should be the reverse* 
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of what it had been. .He would regularly • 
attend church ; he would catechize his ser- 
vants; he would regularly worship God in 
"his family, and in his closet; he would, in 
short, do. every thing a good Christian would 
do. His wishes were accomplished. He w.40 
thankful for his deliverance, und did not for- 
get his promises. For many months he con- 
tinued, as far as his conduct could be judged 
by the world, to perforin his vows* At- last, 
however, he thought so much religion super- 
fl uous. He first left off the duties of the clos- 
et and family. Pubkc duties at last became 
likewise too wearisome, and he became again 
the same man he formerly was. After some 
time he was again seized with a dangerous 
disterttper, and was advised by his friends to 
send again for the minister, that he might af- 
ford fresh consolation to his wounded spirit* 
No, said he; after breaking all the promises 
] made to God, I cannot expect mercy from 
him. Death found him in this unhappy state 
of mipd, and carried him to that world where 
there are no changes. 

This story, with some variations of 1x0 
xonseqiu nee, may be told of thousands. Im- 
pressions are made upon the minds of sin- 
ners which are attended with visible conse- 
quences that give rise td favorable' hopes; 
but these hopes are illusions. Their "good- 
ness is like the morning cloud, and Hke # the 

Wty dew that j>a$$eih away/' Whcathe 
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Lord slew the children of Israel, "then they 
sought him, and they returned and enquired 
early after God. And they remembered that 
the Lord had been their rock, and the High 
God their redeemer; yet they lied unto God 
tvith their mouths, and flattered him with their 
tongues." They did, not intentionally lie. 
They seemed frequently to have been sincere » 
in their promises, not indeed with " a godly 
sincerity," % Cor. i. ia. yet " iheir hearts 
were not right with God, neither were they 
stedfast in his covenant." Psal. lxxviii. 34-37. 
This doctrine, that man can have no claim 
upon God by any thing he can do, is so plain 
from Scripture' and reason, that the truth of 
it can ^scarcely be denied in words, by any 
considerate person ; and yet it is more ne- 
cessary to bespread out to view, and con- 
firmed by arguments, than some doctrines 
less generally acknowledged, because the op- 
eration of it is opposed by that pride, which 
is natural to the human heart, and the con- 
trary error may have a secret influence upon 
those who confess the truth, and may be ve- 
ry pernicious to their souls when it is not dis- - 
cerned. As all men know that they must, 
die, and yet 4 * ail m^n (as the poet says) think 
all men mortal but themselves;" so all sound 
Protectants confess (hat they must J>e justified 
freely, without any cause in themselves, 
through the grace of God; and yet, if they 

t Sire left under the guidance of their own de- 
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ceitful hearts, they hope to recommend them- 
selves to God's pity by something hi them- 
selves. They will' do all they can, and Christ 
will supply their lack of service. 

There is a distinction made in the doctrine 
of the church of Rome, between the merit of 
condignity, and the merit of congruity. And 
those who .think the former too high an at- 
tainment for sinful mortals, allow of the latter. 
They will not cay, that man can deserve any 
thing from God injustice; but he may how- 
ever be entitled in equity to his favor. _ He 
can perform such services, that although he 
could expect no recompense, if God were 
strictly just to demand a proper price for his 
favors, yet he cannot, without impairing the 
glory of his goodness, withhold an abundant 
reward. But those who renounce in words 
the whole doctrine of merit, hold it in reality, 
if they imagine that it Would be unworthy of 
the divine generosity, not to give them that 
salvation, ''which they labor by all means iii 
their power to obtaii), 

" Who hath first given to the Lord, and it 
shall be recompensed to him again?" Say not, 
that though your goodness cannot reach unto 
him, yet he cannot refuse to give you what 
you seek, because you can plead his own word. 
44 Seek, and ye shall find." His word is true 
^nd faithful. But what is the meaning of it? 
Are your prayers and duties such as are meant 
in these words ? " Many shall seek to enter ir% 
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and shall not be able.'* This is no less a true 
saying of God, than the words on which you 
ground your plea; and from the two passa- 
ges compared, it will appear, that there are 
two very different ways of seeking God. Ma- 
ny have cried aloud to God, and be would 
not hear them 9 although he never forsook 
them that truely sought him. 4i All that call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved," 
Rom. x. 11. This is a text of the same im- 
port with the words of our Lord, " Seek, and 
ye shall find;" butmark Paul's comment up- 
on it ;. " How then shall they call on him, on 
whom they have not believed ?" x Faith in 
Christ is essentially necessary to acceptable 
prayer; James i. 5. arid therefore God istrue 
to his promise^ and answers the prayers of all 
falthftil petitioners, whether he bestows his 
grace on unbelievers, or withholds it after all 
the exertions they can make in the use of the 
ibest means for obtaining it. 

Cod deceives no man. If men deceive 
?themselves, they must bear the consequences 
of their own folly. When they read of G^d's 
regard to the voice of prayer, if they apply 
«what is said to what they are pleased to call 
prayer, although it may be an abomination to 
the Lord, they are not trusting to his word, 
but to their own misrepresentations of it. 
The prayer of faith is his delight; but surely 
the prayer of unbelievers cannot be entitled 
to his acceptance, for he that bclieveth not is 
under the wrath of Go& 
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The condition of all natural* men is the 
same. They are all " under the curse" of 
God. They are all " children of wrath " 
Some of them are " not far from the kingdom 
of God;" but however near they may be to 
it, they are not in it. However near the 
manslayer was to the city of refuge, he was 
liable to be slain by the avenger, of blood if 
he was found without the gates. 

"They that are in the flesh cannot please 
God." They may pray with great ardor a but 
their ardor can originate in no principle that 
can give them the shadow of a title to divine 
acceptance. God will certainly disappoint 
bo desires that he has laid himself under any 
obligations to gratify. He will fulfil his own 
promises^ in whatever form the promise has 
been given ; but he is laid urrder no-obliga* 
lion, by the false constructions that selfish 
. men may put upon any part of. his word. 
" Add not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, 
and thou be found a liar." 

But if tne utmost degree of that seriousness 
which is the effect of 'natural principles does 
not insure to us the grace of 'God, what need 
is tiiere of th'at enquiry which was proposed 
to be the second part of this discourse ?, — 
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PART II, § 

Whether those who diligently use the 
means of grace are more likely to obtain it 
than those who neglect them; or who are care- 
less in the use of them ? 

To this I answer, that God gives us many 
things which we have no ground to qlaimfrom 
him. I might have said, that he gives us 
all things out of the riches of his bounty, 
when we have no claim upon him for any 
thing. But he has given us a claim upon his 
goodness, and even upon his righteousness, 
for those things which he has promised ; and 
therefore Paul speaks as if God could not be 
righteous, if he should forget the works and 
labors of love to his people, for his name'* sake, 
Heb. vi. 9. But besides these things, he gives 
to men many precious blessings out of the 
riches of his goodness. " He is found of them 
that sought him not." He gives food and 
raiment, and all things richly to enjoy, to 
those whom, without violation of any of his 
engagements, he might cast into hell. 

Paul declares, Rom. iii. 2. that the Jews 
had much advantage every way over the gen- 
tiles, and yet he says a few verses after, ver, 9. 
that the Jews were no better than the Gentiles. 
They were both guilty before God. Thef 
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stood in equal need of justification by free 
grace* and yet the one had great advantage 
over the other. How ? " Chiefly, because 
unto them were committed the oracles of God. 
These words seem to be a sufficient answer 
to the question before us. If it is a great ad- 
vantage to possess the oracles of God, it must 
be a great advantage to make use of them ; for 
of what use can it be to possess any thing with* 
out using it ? The miser if not reckoned rich- 
er than the poorest beggar in the country, be- 
cause he can derive no greater advantage from 
the wealth which he hoards up, than the beg- 
gar from the pittance which he receives from 
the hand of charity. The poverty of the one 
3s voluntary, that of the other forced ; but the 
first is not more easily remedied than the sec- 
ond. It is easier for a man who wants mon- 
ey to obtain it, than for a man of. a sordid 
turn of mind, to find a remedy for that men- 
tal disorder, which makes him the object of 
jpity and contempt. 

Let us more particularly consider, 
i. Why God hath given his word, and ap- 
pointed his ordinances. Is it not for the con- 
version of sinners, as well as for the edifica- 
tion of believers ? " He established a testimo- 
ny in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, 
ivhich he commanded our fathers that they 
should make them known unto their children > 
that the generation to come might know them, 
eyea tbe children that should be born* who* 
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should arise and declare them unto their chiU 
dren." For what end ? " That they, might set 
their hope in God, and not forget the works 
of God, but keep his commandments; and 
might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and 
a rebellious generation, a generation that set 
not their hearts aright, and whose spirit was 
notstedfast with God." Psal. Ixxviii. 5,-8. 

Surely God does not appoint means that 
are not likely to serve the ends for which they 

. are appointed. Or if they have no natural vir* 
tue for that purpose, he did not appoint them 
without intending to give them virtue, It 
was his will that the khowlege and fear of hi* 
name should be maintained in Israel. For 
this end, " he estjgblished a testimony in Jacobs 
and appointed a law in Israel." But on whdrm 
was it to operate for the end designed ? Not 
surely on those who, paid no kind of regard 
to it. Such despisers of God were likely to 
feel the severest effects of his displeasure; be- 
cause when he wrote to them the glreat things* 
of his law, they were counteq&a strange thing. 
In Jeremiah's time, the law of the Lord had 
no effect up^n the minds of men, because 
they would not give it an attentive hearing. 
" To whom shall I. speak and give warning; 
that they may hear?" said the weeping pro- 
phet, "behold their ear is uncircumcised that 
they cannot hearken j behold the word of the 
Lord is unto them a reproach 9 and they have 

* no delight in it,'" 
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He commanded the fathers to make kno^a 
his testimony to the children, that they might , 
know the Lordf and set their hope in him.— 
Can it then be imagined, that they were not 
more likely to set their hope in God, when 
their parents did every thing in their power to 
communicate the knowlege of the works of 
God to their posterity, than if they had been 
quite silent ? If this is the case, God imposed 
on his people a very useless trouble. 

"Go ye into the world, and preach the gos- 
pel to every creature," said our Lord to his! 
disciples; « He that believeth, and is baptized, s 
shall be saved," Go and make all nations dis~ 
ciples. Who will say that they might as like*, 
ly have become disciples, although the apos- 
tles had never executed their commission, or 
although the people among whom they went 
had not given them a hearing? Mark xvf, 
15. 16. Matt, xxviii. 19, 

2* Consider who those nations are among 
whom saints in every age have been found. 

The people of Israel in Moses' days were 
a very stiff-necked generation. They would 
not believe in God, although daily 'miracles 
were wrought among them ; yet where were 
so many saints to be found as among them ?• 
name that place of the world where they dwelt. 
Jethro, Moses 1 father-in-law, appears to have 
believed in the true God. Perhaps there wds 
somp remains of piety among Abraham's de-< 
scendents by his concubines* Yet we know v * 
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that Jethro's faith in God, if it was not pro- 
duced, was greatly increased by what he heard 
from the mouth of Moses, Exod. xviii. ii. — 
The body of the Israelitish nation was little 
better than the heathens around, yet there were 
some among them that followed the Lord. 
I see no reason to think that there were no 
real-saints aijiongthemen whose carcases were 
doomed to fall in the wilderness. If Mose* 
himself forfeited the possession of the godd 
land by his unbelief at Meribah, might not 
some saints of an inferior class expose them- 
selves to the same calamity, by unbelief, at Ka- 
desh Barnea? But whatever was the behavior 
of the other tribes, we know that there were 
many of the tribe of Levi who ob>ei ved Cod's 
word, and kept his covenant, Exodus, xxxii, 
Mai. ii. r r — - 

_ tie generation that .tS^fed into Canaan 
"was a a:uch better geQLTrif ion than that which 
came up out. of Egypt. The Lord had led 
his people forty years in the wilderness, " to 
■bumble them; arid to' prove them, and to do 
■them good in. th^ir latter end;" and doubt- 
less there were many to whom real good was 
done. Cod shewed them, under Moses arid 
Joshua, many proofs of his power and faith- 
fulness, which made a deep and indelible im- 
pression upon their hearts, and they feared 
the Lord all the days of Joshua, and of- the 
eiders who over-lived Joshiia, who had seen 
the wonderful works orthe Lord to Israel." 
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They enjoyed peculiar advantages in wbae 
they saw with their eyes. But the wonders of 
God are still to be seen in his sanctuary, and 
those who wait ar wisdom's doors are likeliest 
to see God's power and his glory, Psal. Ixxvi. 

But why should I spend time in shewing, 
that the great • means by which God hath 
gathered sinners to Christ in every age is his 
word, and especially his word proclaimed by 
his servants, the Prophets, the apo$tIes, and 
other extraordinary or ordinary ministers of 
his word. All who have the least acquain- 
tance with the history of religion know that 
faitl^has ordinarily come " by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God" The preach- 
ing of the gospel surely can do no good wher* 
it is Hot heard. The success of tWapostles lay 
not among those who did not take the treble 
to come and hear them, but among those who 
attended their ministrations. A great and ef- 
fectual door was opened to Paul at Ephesus* 
There many were disposed to attend his mini- 
strations, and many of those were made to be- 
lieve to the saving of their souls. "In whom 
ye also trusted," says he, "when ye heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation^* 
Eph. i. 13. i Cor. xvi. 9. 

Those who were best disposed to hear with- 
out prejudice, and to think on what they heard, 
were the persons among whom the apostles 
expected and enjoyed most success. The 
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Berean Jews, says Luke, tt were more noble 
than those in Thessalonict, in that they re- 
ceived the word with all readiness of mind, 
and searched the Scriptures daily whether 
these thin . s were so." W hat was the con- 
sequence i «* Therefore many of them be- 
[ lieved/' Acts xvii. n. 12. 

And it is manifest, from scripture and 
experience, that the gospel at present is most 
successful in the conversion of those that are 
trained up to a regular attendance upon its 
ordina,nces,and are preserved by its influence 
from irreligious and dissipated courses of life. 
Suppose that one man is trained up from his 
infancy to attend and venerate theinsiitutions 
of religion, and to keep himself from the pol- 
lutions of the world, though still a stran- 
ger to the grace of God: Suppose another 
man to live in -the habitual contempt of re- 
ligious ordinances, and to indulge himself, 
without restraint, in the gratification of his 
lusts ; is there equal probability of the sal- 
vation of either? The Scriptures express- 
ly say the contrary, " Train up a child 
in the way that he should go, and when he 
is old he will not depart from it." Prov. 
xaii. 6. These words certainty imply that- 
there is great hope to be entertained of a 
child who receives a religious education. 
The grace of, God, it may be hoped, will 
crown with success the labors of the parent, 
at one time or other of his Hfej for the sea* 
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son must be left with God, and those truths 
which are fixed in the judgment may have 
their proper effect at some other time, if 
they have it not at present. But is there 
the same hope of sTyoung man who is suffer* 
ed from his childhood to gratify his corrupt 
inclinations without restraint ; or who casts 
off all restraint, that he may " walk in the 
way of his heart and in the sight of his eyes?" 
Does not the wise man say, " He that walk- 
cth with wise men shall be wise ; but a com- 
panion of fools shall be destroyed. The 
rod and reproof give wisdom^ but a child 
• left to hiuiself bringeth hi* mother to shame, 
None that go unto her return again, neith- 
er take they hold of the paths of li£e," Prov. 
xiii. 20. xxix. 15. ii. 1$. 

3. The vast importance of a sound and 
faithful ministry to the souls of men is a 
plain* proof that those unconverted persons 
are most likely to be brought into a state 
of salvation, who enjoy, and who diligently 
use the means of grace. 

The apostle Paul lays down rules in a varir 
ety of passages, for the choice and behavior 
of bishops. For what end ? Because it is of 
the utmost importance to precious souls, that 
those who rule in the church should be well 
qualified for their offices, and make full 
proof of their ministry. This reason he 
himself assigns, " Take heed to thyself and 
to thy doctrine, continue in them j for in, 
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doing this, thou shalt both save thyself and 
them that hear* thee." He could not com- 
mand success to his ministrations. It was 
not to be expected that all his hearers would 
be saved. But the more careful he was of 
liis doctrine and practice, the mo*e success 
lie might expect ; not certainly among those 
who made no use of his ministrations, but 
among those who heard the word from his 
mouth. 

In Jeremiah's time, little good was done 
by the prophets, but much jnore might have 
been done by them, if they had behaved as 
prophets ought to do; for then it might 
have been expected that the people would 
have heard them with reverence, would 
have trembled at, tlte divine judgments de- 
nounced against them, and would have re- 
pented of their wickednefs. "If they had 
st(5od in my counsel/' fays cJod, "and anufed 
my people to hear my words, then they 
should have turned them from their evil 
ways, and from the evil of their doings." ; 
Jer. xxiii. 32. The ancient priests were of 
an opposite character to these false prophets, 
and their success was what mft^ht have been 
expected. Their descendants in the days of 
Malachi were the scourge of the poor peo- 
ple, because they had degenerated from the 
example of their fathers. "The law of 
truth was in his mouth," in the mouth of 

Levi, i. e. of the priests who sprung from 
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Levi, " and iniquity was not found in hifc 
lips. He walked with me in peace and equi- 
ty, and did turn many away from iniquity. 
But ye are departed out of the way ; ye have 
caused many to stumble at the law : ye have 
corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith the 
Lord of Hosts. 

4. The charges brought against gospel 
despisers, and the punishment threatened to 
them, are evidences that they enjoyed spe* 
cial advantages for salvation. "It shall be 
less tolerable for them in the day of judg- 
ment, than for Sodom and Gomorrah ," 
"Why ? Because they were exalted to heav* 
en in the enjoyment of distinguishing priv- 
ileges, they must be thrust down to hell for 
misimproving them. ~ 

God frequently told the Jews that he had 
fent to them all his servants the prophets, 
rising: up early, and sending them ; and yet 
they nearkened not to hh voice. Does not 
this imply, that he had reason to expect 
they would hearken to his voice? Jer. xxv f 

" I saw there was no man," says God, 
«* and I wondered that there was no interces- 
sor," Isa. lix. Surely God knew beforehand 
that no intercessor would be found. But 
this manner of expression points out, that it 
was very surprising no intercessor was found 
among a people distinguished by such priv? 
ileges, , 
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cc Hooked that it should bring forth grapes, 
and it brought forth wild grapes." God 
knew beforehand what sort of grapes it 
would produce. When he says, he looked 
for good grapes, he certainly means, that 
there was good reason to expect the best, 
grapes, after he had done so much for his 
vineyard. Because, contrary to all reason- 
able grounds of hope, nothing was produ*. 
ced worthy of the husbandman, he threat- 
* ens to lay his vineyard desolate. 

If he had reason in ancient times. to ex- 
pect good fruits from his care bestowed on 
his vineyard, he has now better reason to 
expect them, when he hath sent, not his 
servants only, but his Son to receive the 
fruits. " Surely they will reverence my son. 5 * 
If they still disappoint such reasonable ex- 
pectations, he will send forth his armies and 
destroy them, Mark xii 6. 

But enough, and perhaps too much, has 
been said on a point so dear ; and yet it 
may be useful to answer a few objections. 

It may be asked, in the first place, how 
this doctrine consists with what has already 
been proved, that there is no necessary con- 
nection between moral seriousness and sav- 
ing grace ; and that our salvation entirely 
depends on the free and sovereign grace of 
God. 

To this I answer, that the sovereignty of 
God's grace, and the absolute freeness of 
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his purpose of election, do not interfere with 
the use of .means. The very reverse is the 
truth. God hath chosen the objects of hia 
free love to salvation, " through sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit, and belief of the truth." 
But the belief of the truth is wrought in 
men by the word read or preached, and the 
sanctification of the Spirit is through the 
same word, Rom. viii. 2. Eph. v. 26. 

The reason why those who wait at the 
doors of wisdom are likelier to obtain life 
than others, who frequent the house of the 
foolish woman, is that God, the only author 
of wisdom and holiness, commands the bles- 
singinZion,even life forever more. " Where- 
ever I record my name," he says, " I will 
come unto you, and bless you." " I will 
cause the showers to come down in their 
seasons, and I will make all the places about 
my hill a blessing." Are not those then 
most likely to meet with God, and to be 
refreshed by his showers, of blessing, who 
frequent the places where he uses to dispense 
thein. 

" The Lord knoweth them that are his." 
His eye is upon them before they are brought 
within the bond of the covenant. He sends 
his gospel to them. He ordered Paul to 
continue at Corinth amidst opposition and 
persecution, because he had much people in 
that city. There were many elect souls at 
that time in Corinth, who were not yet be- 
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lievers; and faith was not to be wrought 
in the hearts of every one of them in one 
day. Paul must abide patiently among them 
till the day of grace was come. While they 
continued in unbelief, God was dealing with 
theth by his word, and preparing them by. 
the working of his Spirit, through his word, 
to receive with gladness the tidings of salva- 
tion, when they were penetrated with a 
sense of their sinful and miserable state. 

It will be asked by others, whether it is 
not giving encouragement to sinners to rest 
in their attainments, without an interest in 
Christ, to inform them that they are more 
likely to attain salvation, than persons who 
are utter enemies to all goodness, and to all 
the means of reformation. 

To this question I would answer by ano- 
ther. When our Lord said to a certain 
Scribe, "Thou art not far from the kingdom 
of God/' did he give that Scribe any en- 
couragement to continue in his present con- 
dition. Might he not say within himself, 
c My condition is not so desperate as that of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees whom Jesus 
hath this day confounded, by detecting their 
hypocrisy and malice. I hope, therefore, 
that 1 will never be ranked with them in 
another world, although my condition in 
this should undergo no change?' Was it not 
much more likely that he would say within 
himself, c There is hope in Israel concerning 

C2 
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me. lam not farfrotn the kingdom of God, 
yet I am not in it. How dreadful will be. 
my case, if after all, I should come short, 
through unbelief, of the blessings of that 
kingdom to which I am declared to be near ?' 

No doubt, a bad use may be made of the 
doctrine before us. Men may, in the confi- 
dence that their condition is hopeful, rest 
satisfied with themselves, and come short in 
the end of that salvation which was within 
their view. Men may abuse any truth to 
their own perdition. But whose fault is it 
if men will mingle deadly poison with the 
most salutary food, and make that which 
should have been for their good a snare to 
their souls. 

The proper conclusion from this doctrine 
is, that sinners should not give way to* des- 
pondency, but "seek the Lord while he may 
be found, and call upon him while heisnear." 
Was the blind man encouraged to sit still at 
a distance from Jestfs, when the multiude 
cried, " be of good comfort, the master cai- 
leth for thee ?" 

It is too true, that many who attend upon 
gospel institutions trust to their diligence, 
and conceiving that they are in a very hope- 
ful condition, satisfy themselves with their 
attainments. But is it not also true, that 
as many in proportion of careless sinners sa- 
tisfy themselves with their condition, and 
are persuaded that they are in litde or no 
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danger of eternal condemnation ? We can- 
not pretend to count the number on either 
side. But it may reasonably be concluded 
from the state of human nature, that self 
confidence and carnal security abound a 
great deal more with the most careless sin- 
ners, than with those who discover a solici- 
tude about their salvation. 

It is natural for men to trust to themselves, 
that they are righteous, or that they have it 
in their power to acquire, when they please, 
what is wanting to their eternal security* 
How is this confidence in our own righ- 
teousness, or in our own powers, to be 
counteracted? Surely the word of God is the 
most effectual, or rather the only means, to 
give men just views of their real state. Those 
therefore, who are most conversant with 
the wprd of God, are most likely to know 
what sort of persons they are. Every part 
of it is full of convincing arguments of the 
badness of the state of uiwegenerate sinners. 

When men neglect the means of grace, 
they have a teacher at home who tells them 
that they arc, perhaps, not quite so good as 
they shouldbe,but that they have many good 
things to plead in their o r wn favor. This 
pleasing doctrine gains an easy belief, be- 
cause there "is no voice to contradict it. 
Their consciences may sometimes be awak- 
ened to remonstrate, but they will not speak 
with a loud voice, or give a certain sound, 
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because they are not enlightened by the 
word of God. It is no less natuf al for those 
who diligently attend the "means of grace 
to flatter themselves; but they live within 
the sound of a voice which is often crying 
in their ears, "Except a man be born again, 
Jhe cannot enter into the kingdom of heav- 
en/' " Cursed are they that are of the works 
of the law." 

This indeed is one of the great advanta- 
ges which unregenerate persons derive, or 
may derive, from the diligent use of the 
means of grace. "Whatsoever doth make 
manifest, is light.*' The word of God is 
that light which manifests men to them- 
selves. Those who will not come to the 
light, " flatter themselves in their own eyes, 
till their iniquity is found at last to be hate- 
ful/' when the knowlege of it comes too 
late. Those who come near the light, are 
likely sooner to discover what they are, and 
whose they are, and what is still wanting in 
them. 

Careless sinners know not how unfit they 
are for doing those things which they have 
never attempted. They hear of the de- 
plorable corruption of human nature; but 
they believe not, or do not consider what 
they hear. We find that after all that Scrip- 
ture says, and all that philosophers or men 
of experience say of the vanity of the world, 
few will believe that happiness is not to be 
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found in present things till they have tried it. 
Those men will not be persuaded that they 
cannot believe, by their own powers; that 
they cannot repent; that they cannot pray, 
till by frequent experiments they obtain a 
powerful conviction of their weakness. 
And who are they who obtain this experi- 
mental conviction ? The answer is easy. The 
Spirit of God can work this conviction in 
any man as speedily as he pleases; and with- 
out the convincing operation of tbe Spirit, 
experience itself will leave men unconvinced. 
But the Spirit of God deals with us as ra* 
tional creatures. He makes us not only to 
see, but to feel our weakness, that we may 
place the glory of our strengtti in God alone. 

Another objection to the doctrine in ques- 
tion is, that the best works of natural men 
are sinful, not excepting their most ardent 
prayers, and their most earnest endeavors to 
turn to God. How then can they be of any 
use to the doers of them ? 

The Scripture, it must be allowed, teaches 
us that we are all as an unclean thing ; that 
much sin cleaves to the best works of the best 
men ; and that there is no real holiness in 
the best works of unregenerate persons. — 
The flesh lusting against the spirit in the 
saints, gullies their best works; but in sinners 
there is nothing but flesh, in which there 
dwells no good thing, and by which nothing 
spiritually good can be performed. "To 
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the defiled and the unbelieving, there is no- 
thing pure* but their very mind and con- 
science is defiled/* 

If the inference drawn from this consider- 
ation be, that sinners ought to place no de- 
pendence on any thing they have ever done, 
or may resolve to do, we allow that it is per- 
fectly just. Woe to the man whose hope is 
placed in an heart that is deceitful above all 
things. x We must be abhorred of the Lord, 
if we presume to hope for his favor* as the 
recompense of works proceeding from a heart 
wholly depraved by sfti, Prov. xv. 29. 

But it must be allowed that all the works 
of unregenerate men are not equally sinfuh 
When Ahab clothed himself with sackcloth, 
and walked softly under a sense of divine wrath, 
the Lord said unto JElijah, "Seest thou how 
Ahab humbleth himself? I will not bring my 
wrath upon his house in his own days, but in his 
sons days." If Ahab had shewed a haughty 
contempt of the prophet's threatening, would 
God have spoken such words ? 

The king's repentance was not of a godly 
sort. He mourned for his sin : not for the 
offence given to God, but for the damage done 
to himself and to his house. Had he repent- 
ed of his sin from a gracious principle, Jeze- 
bel would no longer have been able to hold 
him in her chains. Like penitent Manatseh, 
he would have endeavored to undo all that 
ever he had done for the Service of Baal. It 



fc 



of VNCOKrznr&i> sinneks, .35 

is too plain that he was still the same man on 
the whole that he had formerly been ; and yet 
his humiliation obtained from God the length- 
ening of his tranquility, 1 Kings xxi 

Jehoahaz prayed unto the Lord when he 
saw the misery of Israel ; and the- Lord heard 
him, and raised up a saviour for Israel. Of 
the same Jehoahaz we are told, that he turned 
not all his days from the sins of Jeroboam^ 
the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. 
Why then did he pray to the God of Israel 
for help in the distress of his people ? He was 
moved with a tender concern for his people. 
He was deeply grieved for the affliction of Jo- 
seph, He was sensible that no help could 
be found in idols, or in the arm of flesh, and 
therefore he prayed earnestly to the God of 
Jacob, and his prayer was heard. Compare 
his conduct with that of Abaz, king of Judah. 
In his distresses he sought not unto the Lord. 
When the prophet Isaiah offered him a sign, 
either in the depths below, or in the heights 
above, he would not tempt the Lord his God. 
He expected no help from him. He valued 
no promises but the promises of the king of 
Assyria. He did not seek the God of his fa- 
ther Jotham, who wa^ced mighty because he 
trusted in the Lord*, but the gods of Syria 
that were not able to protect their own coun- 
try from the arms of his powerful ally and 
tyrant. " Ahaz, in the time of his distress, 
trespassed yet more against the Lprd. This 
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is that king Ahaz," 2 Kings xiii. 2 Chron. 
xxviii. 

Both these princes were bad men; but was 
their behavior equally displeasing to God in 
the day when trouble came upon them ? Was 
he not more displeased with Ahaz for his con- 
temptuous refusal of a sign, and for con- 
fidence in flesh, and wood, and stone, than 
with the prayers of Jehoahaz ? No man will 
say so that regards the authority either of com- 
mon sense, or of the word of God. 

Although no unregenerate person can per- 
form any work that is spiritually good, yet 
the . religious performances of men of this 
description are very different from one anoth- 
er. There are some who, for pretence, make 
long prayers, and seek only to recommend 
themselves to men, while they pretend to wor-' 
ship God. There are some who fast to smite 
with the fist of wickedness. There have been 
some who preached Christ out of strife and 
envy, and there are still some who serve not 
our Lord jesus Christ, but their own bellies, 
in the performance of sacred ministrations. 
The wickedness of all suth persons is ex- 
treme. They insult tPe Most High under 
pretence of serving him, and may, too justly, 
be compared to that detected traitor, who be- 
trayed the Son of man with a kiss. 

It is not of persons of this description that 
we now speak, but of those men who, though 
not renewed in the spirit of their minds, wish 
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to be saved. They cannot serve God with 
godly sincerity, but they endeavor to serve 
him with all that sincerity which results from 
a real regard to their own eternal welfare* 
Their desires after the bltssings of grace are 
not pure and spiritual^ but selfish and carnal. 
Their works at the best arie but dead works; 
because they have no principle " of spiritual 
life, without which it is impossible to serve 
the Holy God with acceptance. 

But undoubtedly there is a great difference 
between the principles that actuate gross hy- 
pocrites who wilfully trifle with God, and 
those by which men are actuated, whose con- 
sciences are awakened and active, though not 
purified by the blood of Jesus Christ. We 
are not sure that Abimelech, king of Gerar, 
* was a saint j although he had God's own testi- 
mony for a certain part of his behavior, that he 
had acted in the integrity of his heart, Gen. xx. 
for there is a species of integrity which may be 
the fruit of natural principles. Without sanc- 
tifying graces we may desire to be approved 
of God our Judge; and acting under the in- 
fluence of this desire in out religious services, 
(although we are not entitled to the accept- 
ance of our wofks^ as if they were agreeable 
to the divine will,) yet the doing of them is 
not so bad as the omission of them would be. 
We read of some kings of Judah, who did 
" that which was right in the sight of the Lord, 
but not like David their father," or " not with 
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a perfect heart." While they continued to 
behave in this manner, they were not treated 
by God like those other kings, who are said 
to have done "that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lord." They enjoyed the blessings 
of Providence as long as their outward conduct 
\vas conformable to the law of God, although 
they never lived under the influence of spiritu- 
arprinciples. Their services were not accept- 
ed, in the sense in which the good works of 
believers are accepted, God did not, and 
could not, approve of them as services well 
pleasing to him, through his beloved Son ; 
but they were sustained for what they leally 
were. They were not regarded by him as 
evidences of love to his own name, and to his 
law, but its works conformable, in the matter 
of them, to his law, and expressions of those 
inward principles of conduct from which they 
proceeded. 

It is not generally believed, jior is it proba- 
ble, that the men of Niniveh generally repent- 
ed unto salvation at the preaching 6f Jonah, 
They saw that they were exposed to destruc- 
tion by their iniquities; and to prevent, if 
possible, their ruin, they turned from the wick- 
edness of their ways, and from the violence 
that was in their hands. If repentance unto 
salvation had been the attainment of the body 
of the people, it is not to be supposed that they 
would have become so wicked as they were 
m the days of Nahum, or of Pul, king of 
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Assyria. Yet God pitied them when he saw 
th«ir repentance at the preaching of Jonah, 
and repented of the evil which he thought of 
doing unto them. If they had not repented 
in the manner they did, vengeance would have 
been taken upon them at the time named by 
the prophei Jonah. For at what instant God 
speaks concerning a nation or a kingdom, to 
pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy, 
the judgment denounced must be executed, 
unless that nation or kingdom repent, Jer. 
xviii. 

Some would make all sinners equally crim- 
inal. This is not the judgment of God, who 
says that " Jehoram did that which was evil 
in the sight of the Lord, but not like his fa- 
ther or mother ;" that Hoshea, the last king 
of the ten tribes, " did that which was evil in 
the sight of the Lord, but not as the kings of 
Israel that were before him." From the his- 
tory of Hezekiah, we have reason to believe 
that the reason (one reason at least) why Ho- 
shea's wickedness is spoken Of with this limi- 
tation is, that he was not so great an enemy 
to the institutions of God as his predecessors. 
He suffered his people to come up to Jerusa- 
lem, to worship the L6rd according to his 
appointment. 

This leads us to the principal view in which 
we are at present to consider the good works 
of those unregederate persons, which are the 
fruits of moral seriousness. In these works* 
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they make use of those divine ordinances 
which God hath appointed for the conversion 
of sinners, as well as for the edification of 
them that .believe. They, in some sense, ap- 
proach untp God, Isa. lviii. 2. We often 
read in the book of Leviticus of the approach- 
es made to God by the priests, ;the JLevites, 
and the people. To these approaches, cere- 
monial purity was required. Spiritual purity 
was indeed requisite to an acceptable approach 
unto the Lord, whether they did it in a right 
manner or not ; because God dwelt in his 
sanctuary. Now the Lord still dwelleth in 
Zion . He bath said 9 " This is my rest , here 
will I dwell forever ; for J have desired it*" 
It is impossible that unregenerate persons 
should come unto God himself as their exceed- 
ing joy, 1 John i 6. But they miy come 
unto his tabernacles ; and that God who loveth 
the gates of Zion may command his blessing 
upon them. They attend thQ&c institutions 
by which God gathers to himself those of his 
chosen people that are not yet gathered to him. 
They make frequent use of the word of God 
in private, by reading it, by talking of the truths 
of it, by thinking of them. Istow the word 
of God is able to save the sou J, because it is 
the ministration of the Spirit. He makes 
the gospel the power of God for salvation to 
every one that believeth, and he makes it the 
seed of faith tp his chosen. * «- 
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It may be asked in the fourth place, Are „ 
not many attentive hearers of the word left 
to perish, while not a few despisers of ordi- 
nances have been effectually called ? 

That many who hear the gospel, and attend 
upon other divine ordinances, are left to per- 
ish, is too evident. And although we cannot 
pretend to determine the eternal state of indi- 
viduals, it is too certain that many have been 
suffered to perish, who once attended the or- 
dinances of grace with great seriousness. — 
There is nothing in natural seriousness that *■ 
necessarily accompanies salvation. The on- 
ly security of the holiestmen in the world from 
perdition, is that everlasting covenant which 
is ordeted in all things and sure. The high- 
est attainment of natural men does not raise 
them above the curse of the law, and the power 
of sin. -No man at the last day will have it 
in his power to say, that he did every thing in 
his power to obtain salvation, and came short 
of it ; but many will say in that day, We did 
many things required from us, and sought to 
enter in at the straight gate, and were not able. 
These persons will not be found worthy of 
excuse. Christ will say unto them, " De- 
part from me; I never knew you, ye work- 
ers of iniquity." They cannot pretend that 
they merited any favor at God's hand, nor 
will they be able to offer any excuse for their 
innumerable offences. Many of the first shall 

be la=t # and of the last fir&u But while the 

D3 
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l^st thai become first must ascribe- the happy 
change to divine grace, the first that are found 
to be last must leave their complaint on them- 
selves. , 

From the Whole^ we may see what reason 
we have to bless God for the Bible, and those 
precious ordinances that we enjoy. Although 
we should be still found in a state of sifl, we 
are under an administration of grace. We 
are favored wkh the hearing of the joyful 
sound, and the Bible tells us, that " it is the 
^ power of God for salvation to every one 
that believeth." 

We have reason to bless God, th*$ he has 
determined us to hear the joyful sound. — ■ 
"Faith Cometh by hearing." If faith has not 
come by our hearing, we ought to mourn for 
our stubborn unbelief; but when our eyes 
are opened to see oursin and misery, we ought 
not to be insensible to our privilege. When 
our Lord saw many of the Samaritans com- 
ing to converse with him, he said to his disci- 
ples, " Lift up your eyes; and see the fields 
that they are already ripe unto the harvest; 
and he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gath- 
ereth fruit unto life everlasting." If there were . 
no more probability of the salvation of those 
persons who come to hear the gospel, than of , 
those who spend in idleness the most precious 
seasons of grace, what did our Lord mean by 
calling his disciples to look with pleasure at the 
multitudes that were coming to him ? or why 
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did he compare them to the fields., or com, al- 
ready ripe for the sickle ? or why did he allege 
that the prophets, by speaking beforehand of 
the coding of the Messiah, had prepared the 
way for the apostles, that they might labor 
with hopes of success ? 

The doctrine under consideration is an en- 
couragement to ministers of the gospel to 
preach the word in season and out of season, 
especially when men discover a disposition to 
hear the word. At Antioch in Pisidk, the 
apostles Paul and Barnabas were grieved to 
find the word of grace and truth, which they 
spake, despised by their own countrymen; 
but were glad to find that the Gentiles were 
not only willing-, but earnestly desirous to 
have these words preached unto them. They 
hoped that some, though perhaps not all of 
them, would believe the gospel when they 
heard it, and this hope was not disappointed. 
**' They were glad, and glorified the word of 
the Lord; and as many as were ordained to 
eternal life believed." . 

Ministers are excited to " give themselves 
to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine ; to 
take heed to themselves and to their doctrine ; 
because in so doing they shall both save them- 
selves, and those who hear them.** This ar- 
gument to diligence and faithfulness is drawn 
from Paul's exhortation to Timothy, and, in 
him, to all who are put in trust with the gos- 
pel* The commandments of their divine 
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Master is a sufficient motive to the utmost ex- 
iertion in ministerial duty; and if this had been 
the only argument u.'.ed by the apostte, it might 
have been pretended* that, as successfcntirely 
depends upon the will of God, who can per- 
form his work with equal ease by any kind of . 
instruments or means, it is of no consequence 
to the salvation of souls, whether ministers 
are furnished with knowledge, and diligent 
and-exeiraplary in doing their duty, or not. 
But the apostle plainly declares, that minis- 
ters may expect to save not only themselves, 
but their hearers, by the due performance of 
of their work. 

We justly blame the Roman Catholics for 
praying in an unknown tongue. The apos- 
tle Paul shews the absurdity of this practice. 
How shallthe unlearned and. ignorant say 
Amen to your prayers and praises, if they do 
not understand what is said ? " These," says 
he, " might edify thyself, but thy brother is 
is not edified if he does not understand thy 
words." But if there is no more probability 
of the conversion of those who duly attend, 
.than of those who despise the ordinances of 
religion, we might, without any prejudice to 
he souls of other men, go further than the 
Roman Catholics We may preach sermons 
to them in Greek or in Latin, with the same 
hope of converting sinners as if we preach- 
ed the plainest and most eloquent sermons 
that they ever heard in their own language. 
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But Paul teaches us rather to speak five words 
in a known .tongue, than ten thousand in one 
which ige do not understand. If we speak in 
an unknown tongue, he says, &£ unlearned 
person will think we are mad. But if we 
could prophesy, unbelievers would be con- 
vinced, and acknowlege that God is in us. 
We cannot indeed pretend to prophecy ; but 
the train of the apostles reasoning proceeds 
on a principle applicable to ordinary minis- 
trations of the gospel, according to Christ's 
appointment, v.. 

PART III. 

Let us now proceed to give -some direc- 
tions to unconverted persons who are solid- 

*■ tous about their salvation, and dare not neg- 
lect cheruse of means; but who often trem- 
ble, lest, after all they do, or all that has been 
done in them by the Spirit of God, they fell 
short of eternal life. 

Of what use, it nfay be said, are direc- 
tions to such persons, if they can do nothing 
to please God? All that I will say 5 or need 

r to say, in answer to this question, is, that the 
holy writers give many counsels to such per- 
sons. All that I design to say to them is de- 
ductible from what Jeremiah, and Amo$, and 
other inspired men of God, say to them. 
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" Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in 
mercy; for it is time to seek the Lord, till he 
come and rain righteousness upon yoi^ For 
thus saith the Lord unto the house of Israel, 
S eek ye me and ye shalPlive. Seek the Lord 
and ye shall live, lest he break forth like fire 
in the house of Joseph, and devour it, and 
there be none to*quenqh it in Bethel; ye who 
turn judgment into wprmwood, and leave off 
righteousness in the earth, seek him that rriak- 
eth the seven stars and Orion. Save your- 
selves from this untoward genemtion," Jer. 
iv. 3. Amos v. 18, 19. . Hos. x. 12. xiv, i» 
—3. Acts ii. 40. 

We know it is our duty to believe in Christ, 
will persons say under a deep concern about 
their salvation* We have, under a pressing 
sense of our duty and necessity, endeavored 
to comply with the gracious commandment 
of the Lord, but without success. We find 
not power accompanying our endeavors. 
Fears and corruptions prevail against us. We 
are undone, if God do not reveal his arm for 
our help; but we cannot pretend to have any 
right to expect his help, any more than other* 
of our perishing race. What shall we do, 
or what can we do ? When we would believe, 
unbelief prevails against us- We may well 
cry out, "Lord, help our unbelief." But, 
alas! we cannot say that we believe. 

These words may perhaps be the complaints 
of a trembling believer; for there may be real 
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faith where there is but little strength or com- 
fort. "They shall tremble alter the Lord 
from tfee west," says the prophet. If we 
follow Christ with trembling hearts, "he will 
not break the bruised feed, nor quench the 
smoaking flax; he will bring forth judgment 
unto victory." 

But if it be really the cas£, that the Lord 
has not yet wrought in you to will and to do, 
the following cautions or directions may be 
useful to you. 

• i. It is Hfghly preset that you should still 
remember what ycrur duty is, though con- 
scious of inability to perform it. It is your 
duty to believe on Christ, for God hath com- 
manded you to believe on the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ. Your duty is not to be esti- 
mated by your powers, but by the revealed 
will of God. The nature of sin lies not in do- 
ing what you had power to refrain from doing f 
but in transgressing the law. The law re- 
quires all men to be chaste and sober. Yet 
there are some men who have eyes full of a- 
dultery, and who connot cease from sin ; or 
such a craving for the pernicious draught, 
that they must swallow it down if it should 
cost them both their lives and their souls.-*— 
Are they not sinners before God, because they 
want power to restrain their inordinate lusts f 
Are you not sinning against God, when you 
do not obey the command of believing on 
the name o£ his Son, because vou cannot 



_ »-i 



48 . ON TH* COYJftjr/CW'AND DOT Y 

believe? The reason that you cannot, is 
because you will not. M How can ye4>elieve," 
said Christ, u that receive honor one of 
another, and seek not the honor that cometh 
from God only ?" In (his reproof, our Lord 
does not extenuate the crime of those who 
did not believe. The fault was in themselves. 
There was something which they preferred in 
their hearts to Christ. There is something, 
too, which you prefer to him, when the evil 
heart of unbelief makes you to depart from 
him. • ' 

But to what purpose is it to torment our- 
selves with an impressive sense of duties 
which we cannot perform ? It may serve a 
good purpose. It is certainly much better 
that men should feel uneasiness than tran- 
quility, while their duty is unperformed. — 
Nothing, is more dangerous than-to slfeep in 
the midst of extreme danger. Ephr&im was 4 
sensible of his inability to turn to God when 
the rod of God was upon him, and at the 
same time sensible that he was loudly called 
to return. What was the consequence ? He 
cried unto him that was able to help him, and 
his cries were heard, u 1 have surely heard 
. Ephraim bemoaning himself, Thou hast 
chastised me, and I was chastised as a bul- 
lock unaccustomed to the yoke. Turn thou 
me, and I shall be turned; for thou art the 
Lord my ,God. Surely, after that I was turn- 
ed, I repented," Jer. xxxi. 18, 19. 
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Remember that it is your present duty to 
believe on Christ. Augustine confessed that 
he sometimes prayed to God to convert him, 
but with this reservation, "Lord, not yet." 
He wished to have some more gratifications 
to his sinful luots, before he was completely 
turned to the Lord from his evil ways. Thus 
there are many who will confess that it is 
their duty to believe on Christ; but the time 
is not yet come, when without presumption, 
they can la^ hold on eternal life. They must 
attain some qualifications which they do not 
yet possess, before Christ can be expected 
to weljpme them, although he hath said, 
" Him that cometh unto n*e, I will in no 
wise cast out.'* 

Why should you think that certain quali- 
fications ^re requisite to procure your accep- 
tance by Christ ? Do you not know that 
your salvation must be of grace ? Have 
you considered what k is to be saved by 
grace? Do not you know that you oppo e 
the grace of God* while you seek home qual- 
locations in yourselves to entitle you to a 
participation of the benefits of Christ ? 

It is indeed Certain, that without renoun- 
cing all self dependence* you cannot believe 
on Christ. Confidence in the flesh is in- 
consistent with rejoicing in Christ Jesus, 
Phil, iiu 3. But how deplorable is our per- 
verseuess ! We endeavor to make out some 
fcind of title to the salvation of Christ, by 
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convictions that we never can have any tiftc 
to him, but that which himself affords u> in 
his word. 

The devil does all that he can to prevent 
that humiliation under a sense of sin, which 
may dispose the sons of men to cry out for 
a share in the salvation of Christ. But 
when he cannot prevent them from seeing 
and feeling that they must perish without 
him, he endeavors by his subtilty, to per- 
vert to their ruin those impressions which 
the law of God has made upon them. They 
would make their sense of poverty a price 
to purchase the blessings which are to be 
bought without price ; and when they are 
conscious that their impressions of their 
own unworthiness are but faint, they must 
not promise themselves any thing from the 
Lord till they are more effectually humbled. 

Are you sensible that you must perish if 
you have no part in Christ, and that it is on- 
ly sovereign mercy that can give you a part 
in him? Why do you seek any further? 
The Lord is gracious because lie is gracious, 
and to whom ne will be gracious. Paul said 
unto the Philippian jailor, "Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved." 
When the poor man heard Paul's discourse 
concerning Jesus, he believed, with all his 
house* He did not say, I must wait till I be 
more deeply humbled before I believe on 
Jesus j nor did Paul tell him that he must 
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spend some time under convictions of sin 
before he could have a right to believe on 
Jesus. These words, " Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ/* were a sufficient warrant to 
him, for they were the words of God by the 
mouth of his servant, and what was said to 
the Philippian jailor, is said to all who hear 
the gospel, who read the Bible. 

What should hinder you from doing what 
God commands you to do ? from receiving 
what God gives you to possess ? from put- 
ting away an acknowleged sin, the greatest 
and most dangerous or sins, by which you 
make God a liar, in rejecting his testimony 
concerning Jesus Christ our Saviour ? Do 
you reckon it presumption to comply with 
the will of God, to accept of a pardon held 
out to you by infinite grace? You wish to 
be more deeply humbled* You cannot be 
too deeply humbled ; but you are never suf- 
ficiently humbled till you renounce all self 
dependence, that you may depend wholly 
♦on Christ, till you are persuaded that it is 
safer 'and better to do what is right in God's 
eyes, than what is right in your own. You 
will not, indeed, make a cordial application 
to the great Physician, withbut a full con- 
viction that your condition without him is 
desperate. But you are not already fully 
convinced, that without him you are un- 
done. Your impressions, you say, of this 
melancholy truth, are too slight. 1 hey may 
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be so. They are so. And the more you 
know of yourselves, you will be the more 
disposed to think so ; because you will the 
more clearly discern that your humiliation 
on the account of sin, is out of all propor- 
tion inadequate to the vileness and demerit 
of your offences. If you refuse to be saved 
till you know the full extent of your vile* 
Bess and wickedness, and till you think your- 
selves sufficiently impressed with the sense 
of it, you must forever refuse to be saved* 

Fear not that your convictions of the vile- 
ness and demerit of sin will vanish when 
you believe on Christ. Your terrors will in- 
deed be abated or removed, but your sense of 
your own vileness will, be deepened. You 
will best know what unknown malignity 
there is in your transgressions, when you 
know and believe the love of God in Christ 
Jesus. You will "remember and be asha- 
med, and never open your mouth any more, 
tor shame, when God is pacified towards 
. you for all that you have done." 

Do you h©pe to .procure mercy by any 
thing that you can do, while you refuse to 
believe on Christ ? Know you not that the 
mercy of God is absolutely free ? that Christ 
is the only propitiation? that " without faith 
it is impossible to please God ?" and that 
the wrath of God abideth upon the souls 
of men, while they refuse to believe on the 
name of his only begotten Son ? " Todav. 
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therefore, if ye will hear the voice of Christ* 
harden not your hearts." Let no imagi- 
nations' of your hearts, however plausible, 
prevail on you to reject the counsel of Christ 
against yourselves. The gospel, when it 
produces its, proper fruits, casts down ima- 
ginations, and every high thing that exalt- 
dth itelf against the knowlege of God, and 
brings every thought into subjection to the 
obedience of Christ. 

2. Remember that your strength for this 
duty is in God, and not in yourselves. "No 
-man can come unto me/* said Christ, " ex- 
cept the Father which sent me draw him." 
These words were spoken to an assembly 
consisting in a great measure of unbelievers. 
He lets them know that they never would 
believe on him without light and strength 
from on high. " It is written in the pro- 
phets, They shall be all taught of God. Eve- 
ry one therefore that hath learned of the 
Father, cometh unto me." 

Do not think, that a sense of inability in 
yourselves will be an effectual obstruction 
to the success of you r endeavors. Why did 
dur blessed Lord, who knew how to speak 
all his words in season, speak of men's nat- 
ural inability, in a discourse in which he ex- 
horts them to believe on himself, if it was 
improper that they should be reminded of 
their own weakness? Our great loss in every 

instance of our religious behavior, is that we 

£2 
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are apt to trust in ourselves ; and when we 
feel our own weakness, to despond, as if 
that could never be accomplished which can* 
not be accomplished in our own strength. 
At Kadesh Barnea* the children of Israel re- 
fused to inarch against the Canaanites, be- 
cause they wanted courage and strength to 
fight with the sons of Anak. They would 
not hearken to Caleb, and Joshua, and Moses, 
telling them that God would be their strength 
and their salvation. 1 hus* through unbe- 
lief, they came short of the promised rest, 
" Let us labor to enter into God's rest, that 
we may not fall after the same example of 
unbelief* 

Many complain that they have often en- 
deavored to comply with God's call to be- 
lieve on the name of his Son ; but an evil 
heart has still prevailed against them. They 
do not see therefore what good end will be 
gained by renewing their endeavors* They 
find that their strength is but weakness j for 
when they seek to enter in, they are not afcle. 

Remember what our Lord said to his 
disciples when they said wnto him, " Whp 
then can be saved ?" " With men indeed it 
is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible/ 4 It is God that must work all our 
works in u£. When we forgjet this impor- 
tant truth we can do nothing* But whea 
we are weak then we are strong, i£ we ca» 
be persuaded that the grace of Cfe&t is suf- 
ficient for us* 
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^ <c It is God that worketh in you both to 
will and to do of his good pleasure." What 
then ! are we to do nothing because God 
must do every thing in us ? For this very 
reason, we must work out our own salva- 
tion with fear and trembling, because it is 
God that worketh in us. 

Your endeavors to lay hold on eternal life 

have hitherto proved vain, because you have 

forgotten that God is your strength and 

your salvation. You say that you have been 

endeavoring to trust in Christ. For what 

were you endeavoring to trust in him ? for 

righteousness, for pardon, for salvation? 

But have you considered that you must 

trust in him for strength as well as for righr 

teousness ? He is your Saviour from sin, as 

well as from condemnation j your Saviour 

from unbelief and impenitence, as well as 

from those other evils which fill you with 

grief. Surely in the Lord have I righteous* 

nes&, &ay you I But you ought likewise to 

say, $urely in the Lord have I strength* 

Blessed are the people that know the joyful 

sound ; because the glory of their strength 

is in him, and in his favor shall their horn 

]be exalted* 

Perhaps you will allege, that you would 
think of your duty with more alacrity if 
your strength Were placed in yourselves* 
because you would then exert it at your 
pleasure* and would me$t with no disap- 
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pointments when you were laboring to en- 
ter into God's rest. If these are your 
thoughts, you have very different thoughts 
of God's gracious covenant from those of 
David* " He hath made with me an ever- 
lasting covenant, ordered in all things, and 
sure ; for this is all my salvation, and all my 
desire." The covenant of grace could not 
be a surer covenant than the covenant of 
works, if our strength were in ourselves* 
Ad*m had power to keepHhe covenant of 
life if he had pleased. But his will was 
changeable, and he fell. Let us rejoice that 
Cod is become our strength and salvation. 
.^ If you forget that it is not by your own 
strength, but by the strength of God, that 
you must be enabled to believe on Christ, 
one of these great evils will be the conse- 
quence: Either you will think that you 
have done the work of God when it is not 
done, and thus your self-confidence will be 
encouraged and increased ; or by frequent 
disappointments of your endeavors, you will 
be reduced to despondency, and say, There 
is no hope. But when.you remember that 
the work of faith must be wrought in you 
by God, you will be guarded against both 
these extremes. You will be under less 
temptation, at least, to think that the mere 
exertions of your natural powers have ac- 
complished the dedred change in your con- 
dition y and when you find that you cannot 
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do what you once thought was not very dif- 
ficult, you will learn to distrust yourselves, 
and to set an high value upon those promises 
of grace that are every where found in the 
Bible. 

4 * This is the covenant/' says God, u that 
I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days : I will put my law in their hearts, and 
write it in their inward parts." By the law, wt 
are to understand the whole doctrine of God, 
including the gospel. Sensible that we are 
undone by the breach of the covenant of 
works, the covenant of grace must be all our 
desire; and, according to this covenant, it is 
God that gives us faith, and disposes us to 
that obedience which is the fruit of it. He 
writes hk law in our hearts, when he effectu- 
ally determines us to believe on Christ, and 
to take his easy yoke upon us. Those, there- 
fore, who take hold of God's covenant, will 
trust in his arm. They will not merely look 
for help from him as if they could do some- 
thing of themselves, but sensible that they 
are not sufficient to think anything of them- 
selves, it will be their desire and hope that he v 
may work in them all the good pleasure of 
his goodness, and the work of faith with 
power. ' 

3. Beware of deferring the. duty of believ- 
ing on Christ till you feel the power of the 
Spirit working in your souls. 

It is pne of the great principles of our re- 
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ligion, that the only rule of our faith and 
practice is the word of God. There are some 
enemies of the truth who would have reason 
to be the rule of our faith ; and others who 
substitute a light within from the Spirit, for 
the infallible directory of religion. Such 
principles we renounce in our profession.— 
God grant that our religious exercise may 
not be tinctured by them. " Happy is the 
man that condemneth not himself in that 
which he approveth." 

We follow reason, and not Scripture, as 
the rule of our faith when our practice is reg- 
ulated by deductions which our own minds 
make from the truths of Scripture, instead of 
thpse conclusions which the Scripture itself 
draws. When we will not believe on Christ ; 
because the Scripture says, that without 
Christ we can do nothing, we may act ration- 
ally in our own apprehensions, for it is very 
natural to think that it would be vain for a 
man who has no strength at all to attempt to 
put himself in motion. Thus the man with 
the withered arm, whom our Lord comman- 
ded to stretch it out, if he had acted upon the 
principles of corrupt reasonrather than faith, 
might have said to Jesus, 'If thou dost not 
heal me, do not insult me. Thou knowest 
that a withered hand cannot be stretched out 
by the man himself* Stretch it out for me, 
or let me feel life and power returning to it, 
and then I will stretch it out,' The poor man 
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neither thought nor acted in, this manner. 
It wa$ Jesus who spoke, and Jesus was to be 
believed and obeyed in hope against hope. 

But we make the light of the Spirit' within 
us the rule of our faith, when we refuse to 
do what God requires, till we find power sen- 
sibly communicated to ourselves. Will a 
minister preach to any good purpose, without 
the aid of the divine Spirit? and yet what 
would you think of a minister who should 
refuse to mount the pulpit till he felt the Spirit 
working powerfully in him ? Would you not 
think that he was fit only to be a speaker in 
a meeting of Quakers? And why should 
you require more sensible communications of 
the Spirit in believing than ministers in preach- 
ing? It has not seldom been founck that min- 
isters have been eminently assisted by God 
to declare his truths to men. when they went 
forth to their work under dismal apprehen- 
sions, that they would be left to expose them-, 
selves by their own weakness. And many, 
under a persuasion that it was their duty to 
believe, though sensible of utter inability, 
have been enabled truly to commit their souls 
unto Christ, while they could not distinguish 
the work of the Spirit from the workings of 
their own minds. It was the Spirit of God 
that impressed u£on their minds a sense of 
their obligations to believe. It was the Spirit 
that disposed them to comply with the com- 
mand of God, and to silence a thousand ob- 
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jections started by an evil heart of unbelief. 
It was the Spirit thai: secretly communicated 
strength to their souls, and enabled them to 
trust in the word of grace. His influence 
was efficacious, and overcan^e every obstruct 
struction to the good work, although they 
could not satisfy their own minds, and far less 
assure others that they were partakers of such 
distinguished merCy. 

"Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, for 
flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto 
thee, but my Father who is in heaven," In 
these words our Lord told Peter what, if he 
knew before, he probably did not know so 
distinctly and with such certainty, as after our 
Lord gave this testimony of the divine orig* 
inal of his faith. Peter first met our Lord 
in Judea, near, the Jordan, and saw plainly 
tfcat he was the .Christ the Son of the living 
God, He met with him afterward? at the sea 
of Tiberias, where he saw such a proof of his 
-divine glory in the draught of fishes, that he 
could not, without shutting his eyes, doubt 
whether Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God. 
The evidence appeared so bright to him, that 
he wondered every man did not see it. And 
yet Peter would have been as blind as other 
men, if the Spirit of God had not opened 
his understanding to the evidence of the truth* 
The disciples did not know all that the Lord 
had been pleased to do within their own hearts* 
When Jesus '*aid to thei» f ^Whither I go* 
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ye know, and the way ye know." Thomas 
answered him, " Lord, we know not whither 
thou goest, and how can we know the way ?" 
Jesus answered, "I am the way," If they 
knew Jesus they certainly knew the way to 
God and heaven. "If ye had known me," 
•said Jesus again to his disciples, "ye would 
have known the Father also. And from hence- 
forth ye know him and have seen him. Phil- 
ip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, 
and it sufficeth us," Jesus, in answer to this 
request, lets him know that he had already, 
shewed them the Father. " Jesus said unto 
him, have I been so long with thee, and hast 
thou not known me, Philip? He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father ; and how say- 
est thou then, Shew us the Father ?' 

The Lord's way, in his providence, is oft- 
en hid from our eyes. He passeth by us, and 
we perceive him not, because his operations 
are hidden under the veil of second causes. 
Every year we are witnesses to a thousand 
operations of thfc Spirit, while bis agency 
is unobserved. When the desolations of 
winter are exchanged for the cheering verdure 
of spring, it is by the Spirit of God that the 
face of the earth is renewed. When we read 
of the mighty exploits of Cyrus, king of Persia, 
#t a time when he knew neither God nor his 
Spirit, he was the Lord's anointed. These 
noble qualities which made him the delight of 

m ankind, were the gifts of the Spirit. When 

F 
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your souls are possessed with a deep concern 
about your salvation, and your consciences 
deeply pierced with a sense of your sins, the 
Spirit of God is operating upon your minds, 
Why then should you think that he cannot 
exert his sanctifying influencevin ways not 
distinctly perceived by those on whom he acts? 
Must the kingdom of God always come with 
observation? " Verily thou art a God that 
hidest thyself, O God of Israel the Saviour," 
and thou hast good reasons for hiding thyself 
as well in works of grace as in other works of 
providence! 

If no man with safety could believe on 
Christ without feeling sensible operations of 
the Spirit, where would be the glory of the 
word of God as a sufficient and complete rule 
of christian practice ? We could not trust in 
it, without sensible signs to confirm our be- 
lief, Abraham asked a sign from God, but 
his faith was not suspended upon iu The 
word of God was a sufficient and sure ground. 
He staggered not at the promise of God 
through unbelief, but believed in hope agains 
hope, because God had spoken in his holiness. 

It is, no doubt,* exceeding desirable to 
know with certainty, that your faith is wrought 
in you by the power of the Spirit. But you 
ought not to complain that God does not be- 
stow all his favors at once. The Ephesian 
converts believed when they heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of their salvation -, and af- 
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ter they believed, they were sealed with the 
Holy Spirit, the earnest of their inheritance. . 
Christ encourages us to pray for the Spirit* , 
u If even ye, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children, how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give his Holy Spi- 
rit to them that ask him!" Our Lord surely 
does not mean that we must pray for the Spi- 
rit, without receiving the Spirit as a spirit of 
faith to enable us to pray, Rom. viii. 26. 
But we are enjoined by him to pray for the 
Spirit, because God giveth more grace to them 
who are already partakers of hisgrace* When, 
by the influence of the Spirit, we pray for 
the Spirit, God will communicate more influ- 
ences, and make us sensible of his powerful 
working on our hearts. 

4. Beware of losing any impressions which 
you have received of the importance of sal- 
vation. When men, awakened to a sense of 
the one thing needful, and convinced that 
without Christ they must perish, suffer the 
business or the pleasures of the world to steal 
away their hearts from thoughts of infinite im- 
portance to their souls, they suffer themselves 
to be hardened through the deceitfulness of 
sin, they impose silence upon their own con- 
sciences, they resist the Holy Spirit, by whose 
agency their consciences are awakened, and 
what if they should quench the Spirit, and 
provoke him to say, "They are joined tQ 
their idols, let thejn alone." 
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Soriie men will tell you that religious im- 
pressions are dangerous to your peace, and 
even to* your understandings. Some have 
made themselves unhappy, and others have 
lost their reason, by indulging gloomy thoughts 
about an eternal state; and therefore it is your 
wisdom, and your duty, to bend your thoughts 
into another direction. Why should you 
venture any further into the wide sea, thaa 
you can be sure of returning (safe, if a storm 
should rise? 

I confess some have brought reproach up- 
on religion by the unwise indulgence of cor- 
roding thoughts suggested by some of its doc- 
trines. Is religion to be blamed on that ac- 
count? Men's concern about their secular 
interest has a thousand times filled their days 
with dissatisfaction, or deprived them of their 
reason, for once that religion, misunderstood 
through ignorance and folly, has produced 
these miserable effects. We call upon you to 
be duly concerned about your eternal inter- 
ests, to think of the terrors of that state of 
misery which is prepared for the wicked^ and 
to be deeply sensible of your own wretched- 
ness, if you are still in a state of sia and misery. 
Can any thing be more reasonable ? Cao any 
thing be more unreasonable, than to allege 
that men should build their happiness and 
comfort upon self ignorance, upon incon- 
sideration and error? Such foundations of 
peace are but the baseless fabric of a vision, 
which must vanish in a moment. 
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If a man is dangerously sick, is it' an act 
of friendship, or of enmity, to persuade him 
that he is well, or that his sickness is not of 
such consequence as to render it necessary to 
C3II the physician ? If a man is condemned to 
death, is it a kindness to him to draw away 
his thoughts from his condition, when it is 
possible that a pardon might be obtained? 
You may think about your future state or not 
as you please, but undoubedly you are has- 
tening to it. "Thus saith the Lord your 
God, Consider your ways," and who shall 
da* e to say, Consider them not. 

We do not teach doctrine that ought to 
inspire men with despondency. We tell 
them that they are condemned by the law, 
but we tell them at the same time that 
there is forgiveness with God. We indeed 
say, that believers in Christ only share in this 
forgiveness, but we likewise say, that all men 
are authorized to believe on Christ, and that 
however unable they are of themselves to be- 
lieve, there is strength for them in Christ Jesus, 
who is "exalted a Prince and Saviour to give * 
repentance and remission of sins" td men. 5 

We warn men to beware of laying aside . ** 
their enquiries after salvation till it is obtain- 
ed, but we are far from advising thetn to con- 
tinue under the malignant influence of des- 
ponding apprehensions. We call upon them 
to receive and rest upon Christ, but we warn 
them against resting in any thing but Christ. 

* F3 
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He is the true resting place where God makes 
the wsary to rest. He alone ,is "the refresh- 
ing" of souls* 

Beware of thinking that you ate safe in 
your present condition, because you have felt 
strong desires after salvation, and have been 
made deeply sensible that you need " abund- 
ance of grace, and of the gift of righteous- 
ness/' What sort of desires are those which 
leave your minds at ease, without some well 
grounded hopes of obtaining what you desire ? 
or what is the value of your convictions of 
sin and misery, if you can recover serenity of 
heart without deliverance? Then we yill be- 
lieve that you are sensible of your poverty, 
nakedness, and wretchedness, when you have 
no rest in your minds without coming to" buy 
of Christ gold tried in the fire that you may 
be rich, and white raiment that you may b 
clothed, and to anoint your eyes with eye salve 
that you may see/' David*' thought upon 
his ways," and he saw that if the Lord should 
have marked iniquity he could not stand. 
What then ? Did he forceably expel such pain- 
ful thoughts from his mind ? or did he drown 
them in the business or pleasure of the world ? 
He would then have acted rather like a Cain 
or an Epicurean, than like David. He " wak- 
ed upon God;" his soul waked for God like 
them that wak for the morning, and he hoped 
.in God's word, and found relief, where only 
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relief can be found, in that mercy and plente- 
ous redemption that is with the Lord. 

44 Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep," says 
God to sinners ; " let your laughter be turned 
to mourning, and your joy to heaviness;" and 
yet we find Christ saying to sinneis, "Come 
unto me, and I will give you rest." These 
injunctions are riot inconsistent with one an- 
other* You must be afflicted, and mourn, 
and weep, if the wrath of God lies upon you, 
till you obtain deliverance from the burden 
which is heavier than mountains of lead. But 
you must not continue under this burden 
wrhen relief is offered. The man-slayer, under 
the law, would tremble till he was safe within 
the gates of the city of refuge ; and till he ob- 
tained this security, it was good for him to feel 
that fear which was necessary to urge his flight 
to the place of safety. When we believe on 
Christ, we u flee for refuge to lay hold on the 
hope set before us;" and till we are found in 
him, we are in constant danger. We have 
no assurance of having our natural life pro- 
tracted a single moment, and if we were sure 
of living for years, still we are under the curse 
of God's law till we are delivered from it 
through him who was made a curse for us. 

5. Beware of turning back to any of those 
habits of sin which have been embittered to 
you by your convictions of the evil of your 
former conduct. 

Perhaps some may think that this exhorta* 
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tkui is fit only to be given to those who have 
believed through grace, because none but they 
have been truly converted from sin to God. 
We are the servants of sin, till we from the 
heart obey that form of doctrine into which 
we are delivered, Rom. vi. j6. We cannot 
mortify the deeds of the body but by the grace 
of the sanctifying Spirit, Rom. viii. 13. and 
therefore we cannot hope to resist with suc- 
cess the solicitations of our sensual lusts, till 
by "the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, 
we are set free from the law of sin and death." 
This is a certain truth, that while we are 
under the law, sin will retain the dominion 
over us, and work in oar members to bring 
forth fruit unto death; and therefore we need 
not hope to enjoy the glorious liberty of the 
sons of God, till his only begotten Son make 
us free. Yet the servants of sin may refuse 
obedience to some of its commands; although 
its throne is established in their hearts, they 
may rebel in many instances of their conduct. 
We read of some unregenerate sinners that 
"have escaped. the pollutions of the world 
through the knowlege of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ." If they have escaped 
the gross pollutions that stain the children of 
disobedience, they are not taken captive by 
Satan at his pleasure to such a degree as the 
men that are past feeling, and have given 
themselves over to licentiousness ,, All men 
are the bond-slaves of this cruel tyrant; but 
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all are not so depraved as Ahah, who "sold 
himself to work wickedness in the sight of the 
Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up-" 
Nor was even Ahab himself so desperately 
bent to serve sin in all its lusts as his wife. 

The apostle says that men may escape the 
pollutions that are in the world through lust, 
and yet be entangled again and overcome, and 
that the last state of such men is worse than 
their first. They were still but dogs and svunc, 
and yet they enjoyed some khid of Kberty 
when they had made their escape from the 
corruptions that are in the world : for if they 
did not in a comparative sense enjoy liberty* 
how would they be again entangled and over- 
come? 

In fact, we find by experience the truth of 
both these observations, however inconsist- 
ent they may appear to superficial observers. 
We find it impossible to free our hearts from 
that disaffection to the purity of the law, from 
that love of the pleasures, or honors, or other 
vanities of thfc world, which is inconsistent 
/wkh a supremeloveto God. We find, how- 
ever, that we may keep our tongues from 
speaking wilful falsehood, our hands from 
robbery and stealth, our mouths from excess 
in eating or drinking. We may even exer- 
cise some government over our thoughts. I 
speak however of those only who have not 
sold themselves to work wickedness, like Ahab; 
for it is to be confessed, that some men by 
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the licentious indulgence of particular lusts, 
have given them such absolute power, that 
they cannot cease from their habitual sins. 

When, through the power of conviction, 
and that strong desire of eternal life which is 
to be found in many of the servants of sin, 
you have been made to abstain from those 
sins in which you formerly walked, beware 
of returning to your former follies ; for if you 
da, says the apostle, your last state is worse 
than your first, 2 Pet, ii. 20, 21. He speaks of 
three different states of such persons. The 
first state preceeded their knowlegeof Christ. 
Their second state is the effect of their know- 
lege of Christ. The last state is worse than 
the first, although while they were in that state 
they had not escaped the corruptions which 
are in the world through lust. They are apos- 
tates, and what sinners are more inexcusable 
than apostates ? God!s soul can have no plea- 
sured them, because they have been vexing 
his Holy Spirit by their determined opposi- 
tion, not only to his word, but to his opera* 
tions upon their own hearts and consciences. 

You may see from this observation of the 
apostle, in what sense, and with what limita- 
tions, we are to be understood when we say, 
that there is more reason to hope well of un- 
regenerate persons when they use the means 
of grace diligently, than of others who neg- 
lect them. "The first," say* our Lord, 
"*hall be last." This awful saying is verified 
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when the last state of men becomes worse 
than their first; because they return to the 
practice of those evils which they had once 
renounced, against which they had formed 
strong resolutions, and made many vows* 
Their attainments are a great aggravation of 
their guilt. They are in equal danger either 
of falling under tormenting perplexities or 
despair, or, what is no better than despair, of 
sinking into absolute indifference about their 
.salvation, or into downright infidelity* 

The apostle speaks .of a danger of, apos- 
tesy which renders men's condition utterly 
hopeless, Heb. vi. Although we have reason 
to think that the sin which he speaks of in that 
place is uncommon, yet the passage is an use* 
ful and necessary warning against apostasy 
of any kind. We must keep ourselves at 
the utmost distance from those sins which 
prove fatal to all who fall into them. We 
cannot convert ourselves, we cannot do any 
thing that can insure pur conversion; but we 
have it in our power to make our condition 
a great deal worse. We gave ourselves many 
deadly wounds before we were awakened to 
a serious concern about our salvation. We 
can make no excuse for the sins of that peri- 
od of life; but the sins into which we fall 
frfter God has been dealing with our con- 
sciences by his word and Spirit, are doubly 
inexcusable. Why should we rush, with our 
eyes open, upon the thick bosses of Uod's. 
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buckler? Why should we vex that Holy 
Spirit^ by whose grace alone we can be trans- 
lated into the kingdom of God's dear Son? 

Moses^ in the book of Deuteronomy, ad- 
dresses discourses full of^heavenly eloquence 
to a people to whom he says, that c< God had 
not given them eyes to see, rior ears to hear; 
and yet he says that they had * 4 cleaved to the 
Lord their God," Deut. xxix. 4. iv. 3, 4. 
Some of them, it is certain, were partakers 
of the converting grace of God; but; great 
multitudes were still in estate of blindness. 
Yet he speaks of all. of them as of persons 
that had cleaved tp God in oppositon to idols. 
* 4 Ye have seen what the Lord did because of 
Baal Peor; for all the mfen that followed 
Baal Peor, the Lord thy God hath destroyed 
from among you. But ye that did cleave to 
the Lord your God are alive* every one of 
you this day*" Moses observes to them, and 
calls them td .observe, what difference God had 
made between those who clave to Baal Peor, 
and those who clave to the Gf*od of Israel, 
and earnestly exhons them to keep themselves 
for all time coming from idols of every kind. 
This exhortation he enforces by arguments 
that might be expected to make a forcible 
impression, not only upon those few who 
had eyes to see, and ears to hear, those things 
which belonged to thehr eternai welfare, but 
upon all who were not enemies to thek pres- 
ent a$ well as future welfare, Deut. iv 
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We cannot keep ourselves from any sin, 
unless we are preserved by the restraining 
grace of • * od, and he bestows much restrain- 
ing grace upon those who partake not of his 
sanctifying grace. Unregenerate persons may 
be kept from evils into which real saints are 
suffered to fall. Many unconverted per- 
sons never committed adultery or murder in 
their lives, although David was permitted 
to commit both, and certainly in the gene- 
ral course of his life, was more chaste and 
humane than the proudest of those boasters, 
who thank God that they are not as other 
men, not impure and sensual, but sober and 
beneficent. 

ft is by means suited to human nature, 
and to that particular condition in which 
men are, that v od preserves them from sin. 
He preserves unregenerate men from sin by 
means of their consciences, and of those oth- 
er principles of conduct by which their lives 
are governed. Thus Joash, king of judah, 
was preserved from idolatVy all the days of 
Jehoiada,by his reverence for that holy man, 
and by means of those motives by which Je- 
hoiada enforced his instructions. And we 
may warrantably pray that God would en- 
force upon our minds those motives which 
his own word suggests for keeping us from 
sin. Although we are by no means to satis- 
fy ourselves with these favors of restraining 

grace, which are no signs of God's special 

G 
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love, yet we are to account it a great mercy 
that he hath .kept us from so many evils in- 
to which our corrupt lusts would have drawn 
us. And we are to pr^y that God would 
still keep us from every evil thing, and pow- 
erfully impress upon our hearts those argu- 
ments by which we may be kept from the 
evils that we ought to abhor. At the same 
time it is to be remembered, that the object 
of our requests must not be limited to res- 
training grace. \\ hen our Lord teaches us 
to say, " Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil," he enjoins us to pray 
both for restraining and sanctifying grace. 
We are not delivered from evil, or from 
the evil one, although we are kept from 
particular sins, if w r e are not set free from 
the law of sin and death. And although 
we are *et free from the law of sin and deatn, 
we may be suffered, like Peter, to fall by 
temptation into great evils. 

The prayers and endeavors of unrjegene- 
rate persons against sin, must be very defec- 
tive in their principle. We ought not only 
to refrain from sin, but to abhor it ; not on- 
ly to discontinue the practices by which we 
have provoked God, but to crucify the flesh, 
with its affections and lusts ; to pray for de« 
Jiverance from it, not merely because it is 
destructive to ourselves, but because it is 
dishonorable to God. But if he is not a 
good mail who does not abhor evil, what 
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must he be who commits uftcleanness with 
greediness ? What extreme madness has ta- 
ken possession of the hearts of those whom 
neither love to God, nor love to themselves, 
can restrain from the wilful gratification of 
their lusts ? 

6. Beware of sinking into despondency 
^wrhen sin has prevailed against you. 

Offensive as the workings of sin must be 
to Gbd, when he is calling aloud to you by 
the voice of your consciences to turn away 
from all iniquity, yet who could be saved if 
they were unpardonable ? Paul Mmsel£con- 
iesses, that when he was under the severe 
discipline of the law, "sin wrought in him 
all maimer of concupiscence." It is the gos- 
pel alone that can reconcile our hearts to 
the law; and while we are uninfluenced 
by that love which is the fruit of faith, sin 
will find " occasion by the commandment 
to deceive us and slay us." 

But wilful relapses into those sins of wliich 
you have seen the danger, will most of all 
disquiet your consciences, whether they arc 
spiritual or external acts of sin. If you have 
not only felt vain or vile thoughts spring up 
in your minds, but indulged them in sinful 
imaginations to the gratification of your 
corrupt inclinations ; if you have not only 
admitted, but harbored with delight, those, 
thoughts which evidently spring from an in- 
ordinate attachment to the lusts of the flesh, 
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of the eyes, or the pride of life, you must be 
conscious that you have greatly offended 
that divine Spirit, who made you sensible of 
the great wrong you have done to your own 
souls by such sensual, worldly i or devilish 
imaginations in former parts, of your life. 
You cannot be too deeply humbled for such 
impiety ; but you must not thir kthat your 
condition is desperate. Wounds, though 
dangerous, and requiring the speedy appli- 
cation of a remedy, may be healed. God is 
rich in mercy. He delights to glorify his 
mercy. It was the glory of our Redeemer 
that he* died for many wjiowere his mur- 
derers^ for many who long rejected and 
despised him, and persecuted hijn in his per- 
son or members. It is no less the glory of 
the Spirit to purify many hearts that long 
refused to be made clean. " How long ye 
simple ones, will ye love simplicity !" says 
God. "Behold 1 pour out my Spirit unto 
you, I make known my words unto you." 
It is a very grievous aggravation of sin 
to fall into it after men have been awa- 
kened and convinced. It is a greater aggra* 
vation of sin to be overcome by it after men 
hkve been made partakers of sanctifying 
grace. But who could be saved, if there 
were not forgiveness with God for such 
sins f " Who is a god like unto our God, 
that pardqneth iniquity, and passeth by the 
transgression of thq remnant of his heritage ? 
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He retaineth not his anger for ever, because 
he delighteth in mercy." — " Where the of- 
fence hath abounded, gr^ce hath much more 

,t abounded." 

One sin cannot atone for another. You 
have sinned by resisting the Holy Ghost, 
and prefering the suggestions of abomina- 
ble lusts to the holy motions of the Spirit. 
Be afflicted, and mourn, and humble your- 
selves to the dust j but limit not the Holy 
One of Israel, by saying, 'Thus far shall his 
mercy and power reach, but no further.' — 
Can you number the multitude of his mer- 
cies ? When you bewail those of your sins 
that have done you most harm, forget not 

\ to bewail an evil heart of unbelief. 

Perhaps, you may allege that you do not 
set bounds to the mercy of God. You 
know that the greatest sins have been for- 
given by him ; but^you find your own hearts 
„ so treacherous, that you despair of ever fin- 
ding them any better than they have hither- 
to been. Your corruptions have so often 
gained the victory over your convictions, 
your resolutions, your Vows, that no hope, 
of amendment is left. What is the mean- 
ing of such despondent thoughts ? They 
mean either that there is no hope for you 
but in yourselves, or that the God who must i 
be your helper is not able to deliver you. 
If you have hitherto depended on your own 
illuminations, your vows, your resolutions, 

G2 
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IE is no wonder that you have been disap- 
pointed. Perhaps God has left you to your- 
selves, that you might learn no more to trust 
in yourselves, but in God, who has all hearts 
in his hands, and who can "make the new 
creature as easily as he made your bodies 
and soul. But if all your hope is in God, 
do you fuppose that his arm is now shorten- 
ed that it cannot save, after performing so 
many wonders of grace in former days ? 
The story of Augustine's conversion is 

' L -- - r remembrance. There was a great 

1 his heart between his conscience 
lful inclinations, before he knew 
of God in truth. He -often pray- 
version, with a secret wish that 
■ might not be presently heard, 
red to him quite insipid without 
cation ofhis prevailing lusts. But 
vas renewed in the temper of his 
he blessing of God accompanying 
g of Paul's exhortation to the Ro- 
pter xiii. 11, — 1 4. he detested his 
ts more than he had ever delighted 
nd found infinitely purer pleasure 
ripture than he had ever tasted 
Dyments of sense. ; . 

are of those mistakes, which may 
your exercise when you endeavor 
on Christ. You know hown'at- 
for man to ere about the things jef 
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Beware of mistaking the nature of faith. 
James cautions you against placing it in, a 
dead assent to the truth, James ii. 14, — 25. 
It must correspond to the testimony of God 
in his word concerning Christ. God testi- 
fies, that he hath sent his Son to be the Sa- 
viour of the world. He offers Christ freely 
to you in the gospel, and calls upon you not 
only to believe that salvation is to be found 
in him, but to trust in him for salvation 
to yourselves. Your faith is required to 
those declarations and promises of grace, 
which give you a sufficient warrant to de- 
pend upon his blood and grace for your sal- 
vation from sin and misery. The rebellious 
Israelites in the desert perished, because they 
did not believe God, and trust in his pro- 
mised salvation. We are warned against 
falling after the same example of unbelief. 
A promise is left to us of entering into God's 
rest. To us the glad tidings of a promised 
rest is brought, as well as to them, and the 
glad news will not profit us unless they are . 
mingled with faith, with a faith of the pro- 
mise of rest. If we are Abraham's children, 
we must walk in the steps of his faith, and 
we are expressly told, that he and the other 
holy patriarchs saw the promises afar off, 
and were persuaded of them, and embraced 
th^em, Heb. ii. 

We must not only believe that the flesh 
of Christ is meat indeed, and that his blood 
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is drink indeed, but we mu*t eat his flesh 
and drink his blood. By faith we receive the 
reconciliation, and rest upon Christ as the 
foundation of all our hope. Thus did all the 
ancient believers find joy and peace in believ- 
ing, for their faith was the substance of things 
hoped for, as well as the evidence of things 
not seen. If God makes a grant of ChrUt 
and salvation to us in -his word, shall we not 
possess that which the Lord bur God gives 
us to possess? 

It is a great mistake, as we have already 
observed, to think that we must seek a right 
to believe on Christ any where else but in the 
word of God, in which we are every where 
taught that our salvation must be the gift of 
God, the gift of his free and abundant grace. 
We must not, therefore, imagine, that we are 
iirst to forsake our sins, and then come with 
confidence to Christ, as if he were the Sav- 
iour, not of sinners, or not of great sinners, 
but of the righteous, or of those sinners who 
have first done something to deliver them- 
selves from sin. Our whole salvation from 
the power, as well as from the guilt of sin, 
must be in Christ. Doubtless it is our duty 
at all times to cease to do evil, and it is ex- 
tremely dangerous, after we are awakened to 
a sense of the evil of our former sins, to 
persist in them. Although we have not sanc- 
tifying grace given us, we ought to improve 
retraining grace 5 lest we provoke the Spirit 
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of God to desist from his strivings with u». 
But we must not imagine that ue can recom- 
mend ourselves to Christ by our exertions, 
under the mere influence of an awakened con- 
science, to oppose particular sins, while the 
great sin of unbelieFis' voluntarily cherished. 
"To-day, if ye will hear the voice of Christ, 
harden not your hearts," either by persisting 
in your former habits of sin, or by giving in- 
dulgence to an evil heart of unbelief- \ou 
justify this leading provocation, if you think 
that you ought noC at present to believe on 
the name of the Son of God. If you think 
that it is not your duty to believe on Christ 
till you have labored with success to rectify 
your bad habits, you think that unbelief ifr 
not at present your sin, but an acceptable in- 
stance of modesty in declining to receive the 
richest blessing which God can give, till you 
are better qualified to receive it. But is it 
not daring presumption, and not an expres- 
sion of humility, to put away from you that 
great salvation which God holds forth in the 
gospel for your acceptance? 

This dangerous error is closely connected 
with another, that ought no less to be guard- 
ed agairist, of imagining that the salvation of 
Christ is only a salvation from that misery 
which is the just consequence of sin, and not 
a complete salvation from every evil, and 
from sin as the greatest of evils. Why is our 
Redeemer called Jesus? Because he saves 
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his people from their sins. Will you then 
pretend to begin the great work, by saving 
yourselves from some of your sins, and then 
coming to Jesus to save you from the rest? 
Do you not know that Jesus is made of God 
unto you sanctification, and that sin must 
reign in you, whatever efforts you make to 
subdue k, till you are made partakers of his 
death? "He bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree, that we, being dead unto sin, 
might live unto righteousness, by whose stripes 
'We are healed," Till we are healed by bis 
stripes, "from the sole of the foot, even tb 
the head, there is no soundness in us, but 
wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sords 
that have not been closed, neither bound up, 
neither mollified with ointment/' 
• It would be tedious to reckon up all thosfe 
errors on this important subject, into which 
men may be led by the workings of their own 
minds, when they are pressed with a sense of 
its necessity on the one hand, and of the dif- 
ficulty of believing on the other. 

It might be useful for preventing or remov- 
ing many of them to consider the reason 
why God has given faith that office which it 
holds in our salvation. "It is of faith, that 
it might be by grace." To be saved, there- 
fore, through faith, and to be saved by grace, 
are in effect the same thing. Whatever no- 
tions are entertained concerning faith, that 
derogate from the richness and freeness of , 
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the grace of God in our salvation, must be 
mistakes of a dangerous nature, And what 
can be more derogatory to the glory of the 
grace of God, thm to suppose that we must 
forsake sin, in order to possess a better title 
to believe on Chri.t; or that any of our at- 
tainments, in an unconverted state, can give 
us a better title thai} other men have to par- 
take of the virtue of his blood? The sov- 
ereignty of divine grace is one of its gloiies. 
All that seek salvation must acknowlege than 
God he s a right to be gracious to whom he 
will be gracious, and to have compassion on 
whom he will have compassion. Applying 
this important truth to themselves, they must 
cheerfully acknowlege that there is nothing in 
themselves after their utmost attainments, and 
that there never can be any thing in them* 
selves that would make it unrighteous witl| 
God, or inconsistent with his equity and 
goodness, to inflict upon them all that ven^ 
geance which his law threatens to sinners. 
Surely our apprehensions of the evil of sin 
must be very slight, Jf we imagine that all 
our tears, all our endeavors to reform oujr 
conduct, all the exertions of our activity in 
religious duties, can lay. an obligation of any 
kind in on the Most High to exempt us from 
the punishment which is due to the least of 
them: 

Beware lest the pride of your hearts tempt 
you to presume thai t God must either save 
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you, or bring some cause of reflection upon 
his own goodness. What is there in any part 
of your conduct that can excuse such vain 
thoughts ? You have perhaps heard the word 
of God with attention and earnestness. You 
have felt much sorrow for your sins. You 
have been enabled to pour forth your hearts 
in importunate requests for pardon. You have 
continued long waiting at the gates of wisdom. 
Will you then be hardly dealt with after all, if 
God does not shew you that mercy which 
you so much need, and so earnestly implore ? 
Let me ask you one plain question. With 
all your other exercises of religion, have you 
joined confession of your sins? With what 
temper of mind then did you confess them ? 
Under a heart felt conviction that any one of 
them, although you had been chargeable with 
one only, must expose you to the everlasting 
wrath of God, unie>s free and unmerited mer- 
cy interpose? If you have not thus confes- 
sed your sins, you have not seen how evil and 
bitter a thing sin is. If you have confessed 
them with this temper of mind, how do you 
imagine that the goodness of God is liable to 
impeachment, if you are not pardoned? 
When we truly believe in Christ, we look for 
his mercy unto eternal life; but his mercy is 
sovereignly Irec, and if our hope is founded 
in any cjegree upon any thing in ourselves, 
we, in so far, look for eternal life from our 
own qualifications and fitness to partake of it. 
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Confidence in that mercy and grace which is 
described in the Scripture, excludes all confi- 
dence in any thing else. If it be the design 
of God in our salvation by faith to exclude 

Coasting, that faith which is founded upon 
something which gives room for boasting, is 
not the faith which pleases God. The faith 
of the true seed of Abraham is a faith which 
gives all glory to God, and especially to the 
exceeding riches of that grace, which would 
cease to be grace^ if it did not exclude works 
from ail partnership with itself. 

The consideration of God's view in saving 
us by faith, *nay likewise rectify the uncom- 
fortable error of supposing that the greatness 
or special aggravation of our sins debars from 
that salvation which is offered in the gospel. 
Had I not sinned against light and conviction, 
wilt one say, I would not be afraid of my wel- 
come reception, by him who invites the lab- 
oring and heavy laden sinner to come to him 
for rest; but I am such a sinful man, that 
Peter's prayer, however unfit for his own 
mouth, becomes my unclean lips, "Lord, 
depart from me.*' But is not David's pray- 

* er a better example for your imitation ? fi< For. 
thy name's sake, O Lord, pardon mine ini- 
quity, for it is great." If it be God's design 
in pardoning sin to glorify his own great 
name, " The Lord, the Lord God, merciful 
and gracions, long suffering and abundant in 

goodness and truth, pardoning toiquity, trans- 

H 



86 ON THE <QNI>m<W AND DUTY 

gression and sin," why should the greatness 
of your sins preclude your access to Christ ? 
Should it not rather urge your flight to that 
refuge in which alone you can find protection 
from that wrath which you have justly in- 
curred. 

Contemplate the glory of the divine holi- 
ness, and you will see that your faith must de- 
pend purely upon the grace and faithfulness 
of God in Christ Jesus, and that all attempt* 
to find, or to workout in yourselves any qua- 
lifications to embolden you to trust in God, 
afe vain and presumptuous, .-Contemplate 
the riches, the freeness, the sovereignty of di- 
vine grace, and you will see that after all that 
you have done, there is hope for you in the 
Saviour of the chief of sinners, i Tiro. L 15-17. 

There is another error about faith which 
frequently embarrasses the minds of convin-* 
ced sinners. They do not distinguish between 
a weak and a strong faith. They do not see 
how they can ever entertain such a persua- 
sion of the certainty of theii salvation as they 
find exemplified in the Saints spoken of in the 
Bible, and therefore they despair of obtaining 
the like precious faith with those who now in* 
herit the promises. But will you refuse tc 
Stretch out your withered-arm at Christ's call, 
because you cannot exert it with all the foro 
of a Sampson ? It is God that must worl 
faith in you, and that faitji which is the worl 
of his divine grace will not be despised by him 
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although unbelief is not expelled by it from 
your hearts* He was highly pleased with 
the strong faith of Abraham; but he was 
pleased likewise with the wjeak faith of the 
disciples in the time that their Lord was with 
thetn on the earth. He often reproved them 
for their unbelief, but he commended their 
faith and its fruits. " Ye are they which have . 
continued with me in my temptation,** He 
greatly commended the faith of the centurion; 
but he accepted the faith likewise of that poor 
man who cried out, "Lord, I believe; help 
mine unbelief." — " The bruised reed he will 
not break, and the smoking flax' he will not 
quench ; he will bring forth judgment unto 
victory/' 

8. Let no consideration induce you to 
neglect any of those means of grace which 
God hath appointed for bringing men into a 
Mate of salvation, and endeavor 16 improve 
them as means of faith. 

Some have cavilled at the advice given to 
unconverted persons, that they should endea- 
vor to believe on Christ. ' The Scripture,' 
they will say, 'requires from us, not endea- 
vors to believe, but faith itself ; and faith is 
not wrought in us by our own endeavors, but 
* by the power of the Spirit of God, whose 
gracious operation cannot be procured by the 
endeavors of men/ We do not deny any of 
* these truths ; but aver, that when the Scrip- 
ture calls us to believe, it requires from u* 
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endeavors to believe. Ought we not to enw 
deavor to do all that God requires us to do ? 
Was it not the constant endeavor of David 
to do what God commanded? " I have inclin- 
ed my heart," he says, " always to perform 
thy statutes unto the end. I will lift up my 
hands unto thy commandments, which I have 
loved," What does he mean when he oft- 
en jtells us that he kept God's statutes, but 
that it was his constant endeavor, and in some 
measure his attainment, to keep them? for 
we know that he did not keep them in perfec- 
tion, lie endeavored, among other duties, 
to perform this duty of trusting in the mercy 
of God, the same in effect with the duty of 
believing in Christ, and on God through him. 
Other writers of psalms set us the same ex- 
ample of earnest endeavors to believe on God 
amidst difficulties and oppositions from the 
workings of an evil heart of unbelief* PsaL 
xlii. 5, 6. Ixxvii. and lxxxviii. 

"Let us labor to enter into that rest, lest 
any man fall after the same example of unbe? 
■lief." It is well known, that the word which 
we render labor, in that place signifies very 
ordinarily, to endeavor, and is frequently ren- 
dered by our translators either by that word* 
or by words of similar import-— -to be diligent, 
to do one\ diligence, to study, Eph. iv, 3-. 1 Thes. 
ii. 17. 2'Tixn* * v « 7- Titus iii. 12, 13. 1 Tim. 
ii. 15. I do not complain of the translation * 
in the text, for the word labor is of the §anic 
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import with endeavor ; and it is very evident, 
that if we must labor, or endeavor to enter 
into God's rest, we must seek to enter into 

it by faith. 

Is it to believers onty 4 and not to unbeliev- 
ers, that the apostle directs his exhortation ? 
Unbelievers certainly are the persons most 
likely to come short of God's rest, through 
the same example of unbelief; for all who 
truely believe unto salvation, are kept to it, 
through faith, by the power of God. 

We are called to seek righteousness by 
faith, to strive to enter in at the strait gate, to 
labor for the meat which endureth unto ever- 
lasting life. " If thou canst believe," said 
Jesus to a certain man, " all things are possible 
to him that believeth." Do not these well 
known expressions require us to use every 
endeavor to believe on Christ? It is certain 
we do not fulfil our duty by mere endeavors. 
We must actually believe in Christ, and we 
must believe in him under the influe»ce of the, 
almighty powec of divine grace ; but that 
grace is often communicated to make men's 
endeavors successful. Although we cannot 
entitle ourselves to the gracious operations of 
the spirit by our endeavors, ihe Spirit cari 
carry on his own gracious work, by awaken- 
ing us to a sense of eternal things, by con- 
vincing us of sin, by drawing our hearts tow- 
ards Christ, in whom alone we can find par- 
don and rest. " Strive to enter in at the strait 

H3 
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gate." This is a direction* given us by the Sa- 
viour himself. Directions opposite to this 
Hiust come from the evil one. 

The hearing of the word is one of those 
blessed ordinances which God hath appointed 
foT the conversion of sinners. The Lord's 
Supper is a gracious institution, in which we 
partake of Christ's body and blood, to our 
spiritual nourishment and growth in grace. 
Yet believers themselves often tremble in the 
view of this ordinance, lest they should be left 
to eat and drink judgment to themselves, by 
coming unworthily to the table of the Lord. 
The preaching of the word is known to be in- 
tended for the benefit of the unworthy. With- 
out knowing our state to be good, we may at- 
tend upon it, and are welcomed to that provi- 
sion which is prepared of God's goodness for 
the poor. Yet let not men imagine that there is 
little or no danger in hearing God's word with- 
out duly improving it. God must be sancti- 
fied in all them that come nigh unto him. We 
must keep our feet when we go unto the house 
of God, and hear what God the Lord will 
speak, that_we may believe what we hear, and 
do what he requires, for he will not be mock- 
ed by hk creatures. The word preached did 
not profit many of the Israelites that left Egypt, 
because it was not mixed with faith in them that 
heard it. Observe in what manner Paul 
preached to the Jews at Antioch in Pisid a. 
He explains the doctrine of faith, and calk 
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upon them to believe in Jesus to the remis* 
sion of their sins; but warns them that they 
must perish with a double destruction if they 
despised the word of grace. "Be it known 
unto you, men and brethren, that through 
this man is preached unto you the forgive- 
ness of sins. But beware lest that come upon 
you which is written in the prophets, Behold, 
ye despisers, and wonder, and perish ; for I 
work a work in your days which ye will not be- 
lieve, though a man told it unto you," Acts xiii. 
Do you hear ministers explaining and en- 
forcing the duties of the law ? Hear with rev- 
erence and faith. Behold your face in that 
glass which is set before you, See what 
need you have to be washed in that fountain 
which is opened to you for sin and unclean- 
ness. Do you hear them speaking of the 
excellent glories of the holiness and majes- 
ty of God? See what need you have of a 
better righteousness than your own, that you 
may come without terror into the presence of 
him before whom the heavens are not pure* 
Do they spe;ak of the person, the offices, 
the blood, the graceof our Lord JesusCbrkt ? 
What precious encouragements to faith 
are set before you ! Are you not filled with 
indignation at that evil heart of unbelief which 
keeps you in your, perishing state, at a dis- 
tance from one so able, so willing to save you ? 
Will you suffer such precious truths to slip 
away from your mind$, without looking to 
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Jesus for salvation, without earnest endeav- 
I ors to commit your souls to him, who is in 
j every respect so well fitted to be the object of 
your confidence ? When you hear the mo- 
tives and obligation to faith set before your 
eyes, endeavdr to understand and feel the 
constraining power of these motives, that you 
may not be found enemies to God and to 
yourselves. 

The reading of the word of God is another 
means of salvation ; and although the preach- 
ing of the word is necessary, and is ordina- 
rily blessed by God for" conversion, yet the 
entrance of the word read, as well as preach- 
ed, has often given light and understanding to 
the simple. The Bereans are commended 
for joining the reading to the hearing of the 
word. They received the word preached, 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the 
Scriptures daily whether these things were so. 
Therefore many of them believed. Acts xvii. 
12. Wherefore were eyes given us ? Where- 
fore were we taught to read; Will not our 
eyes, and the privileges of our education, 
testify against us before the tribunal of our 
Judge, if our Bible is neglected? But if we 
read, and do not obey and believe, the Bible 
itself will be a swift witness against us. 

Religious converse is a means of salvation. 
Be swift to hear. The words of the wise are 
pleasant and healing words. " The man who 
walketh with wu>e men shall be wise, for the 
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fruit of the righteous is like the fruit of the tree 
of life. What knowestthou, O husband, 
whether thou shalt save thy wife ? What 
knowest thou, O wife$ whether thou shalt save 
thy husband?'*. While we labor that we may 
not fall after the same example of unbelief 
spoken of Heb. iii. 4. we are required to ex- 
hort one another daily, lest any of us should 
be hardened through the deceitfulneas of sin. 
Pray for faith^ and for that salvation which 
you are called tb receive by faith, and be not 
moved by those vain reasonings which some 
zealots for their own peculiarities set in di- 
rect opposition to plain directions of the Spir- 
it of Gock " P Israel," says God to a very 
wicked generation of men, " O Israel, return 
unto the Lord thy God, for thou hast fallen 
by. thine iniquity. Take with you words, 
and turn unto the Lord; say unto him* 
Take away all iniquity, and receive us gra- 
ciously, so will we render the calves of our 
lips." They are indeed required, in taking F 
these words, to return unto the Lord by faith 
in Christ, and repentance towards God ; but 
they are not required" to make sure work that 
they have received grace to believe, and re- 
pent before.they take these words into their 
mouths. If God enable you to use such 
words, with those sentiments and affections 
which they are intended to excite, the great 
work is accomplished. The prayer of faith 
is presented to God, and is graciously hearcL 



$4 ON THE* CONDITION AND BUT* 

But this is y our fear, perhaps, that although 
you have taken these words into your mouths, 
and endeavored to make them the expressions 
of your sincere desires, still you apprehend 
that the inward exercise of your minds is not 
suitable to them. This may be a mistake 
originating in; your own anxiety. The disci* 
pies, when they saw Jesus with tfieif eyes af- 
ter his resurrection, would not believe their 
own senses, but thought they h£d seen a spirit; 
and when he had shewed them his hands and 
feet* they still believed f*ot for joy* and won- 
dered, till by eating in their presence he ban- 
ished every remaining doiibu They may, at 
their first conversion, have thought it im* 
possible that what was done in them and by 
them should be a reaJity. They called unto 
God, and he answered them, and yet they 
would not believe that he had hearkened un- 
to their voice. 

Yet it may be true that you have often 
attempted in vain to present this prayer, or 
other prayers of the like import, to God, and 
it is certainly much to be desired to know 
whether you have prayed in faith or not.—* 
But there is another thing no less necessary 
to persuade yourselves of, that your obliga- 
tion to believe on Christ is not suspended on 
the resolution of this question. Whether 
your faith hitherto is only such a faith as ma- 
ny are possessed of that afterwards fall away; 
or the faith of God's elect, it is unquestiona- 
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ble that it is still your doty to believe. If 
fr you had been ten thousand times disappoin- 
ted in your expectations, that the Spirit would 
work powerfully in you by his word, when 
you were endeavoring to make it the ground 
of your hope, still endeavour to believe and 
pray, and say not, like the wicked king of 
Israel, u This evil is of the Lord; why should 
I wait for the Lord any longer ?" Do you not 
remember our Lord's parable for your encour- 
agement to pray without ceasing ? Luke xviii. 
Even the unjust judge, who neither feared 
God nor regarded man, did justice to the wi- 
dow that wearied him wuh her importunities. 
He did not value the woman ; he was angry 
with her because she would give him no re^t : 
Stnd yet her importunities had the desired ef- 
fect. Andpaay not God Regard his own ordi- 
nance of importunate prayer, although pray- 
er* as it comes from your vile mouths, can- 
not be„ pleasing to him ? Why does he pre- 
scribe forms of prayer for unconverted per- 
sons ? Certainly for a good and merciful 
reason! When Ephraim came before him 
with those petitions which God prescribed 
for him, Jer. xxxi. 18. he is heard, he is in- 
structed, he is powerfuijy disposed to repent. 
He hears from God the language of more 
than parental tenderness. " Is Ephraim my 
dear son ? is he a pleasant child ? for since I 
spake against him, 1 do earnestly remember 
hiill still; therefore my bowels are troubled 
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*6r him : I will surely have mercy upon him; 
saith the Lord." • 

" Ye that turn judgment into wormwood 
and leave off righteousness in the earth," says 
God by Amos, "seek him that maketh the 
seven stars and Orion, that turneth the shad- 
ow of death into the morning/' The Ruler 
of the stars, he who turns the shadow of death 
into the morning, is the object to whom ypu 
are to address your prayers. He can give 
you songs in the night. The God who com- 
mands the light to shine out of darkness, can 
soon turn the shadow of death in your souk 
into the morning. " Wherefore he saith* 
Awake, thou that slecpest, and rise from the 
dead, and Christ shall give thee light/' 

Meditate upon those truths by which God 
is pleased to work powerfiilly on the hearts 
of men. Perhaps when you hear the word , 
of God, and find your affections moved by 
it, you would think yourselves happy if you 
had liesure and opportunity to hear these 
truths more frequently sounded in your ears, 
by which impressions have been made of a 
salutary tendency. But why do you not 
preach these truths over and over to your own 
souls ? David loved the habitation of God's 
house, and the place where his honor dwelt ; 
but when David was at a distance from the 
sanctuary, he could preach to himself.? — 
** Why art ihoft cast dawn, O my soul, ancl 
why art thou disquieted within me ? Hope 
in God/' 
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When you go away from church, take the 
^sermon with you , unless you wish to gra- 
tify those evil spirits who desire to steal away 
the good seed of the word from those hearts 
in which it is sotfrn. When Paul speaks of 
the gospel which he had preached to the 
Corinthians, he says to them that they 
were w saved by it if they kept in memory 
what he preached to them, unless they had 
believed in vain." The words might, per- 
haps, have been better rendered, * By which 
ye are save^ if ye retain, or keep hold of 
what I preached unto you/ He by no means 
intends to teach us, that our faith, or our 
salvation depends on the strength of our me- 
mories ; but to hold fast what we learn by 
the reading and hearing of the word of God, 
and to make it the subject of our meditation 
by day and by night. The Spirit, who is 
like the wind that bloweth when and where 
it lists, may give that efficacy to the words 
of his grace, when we are musing upon them, 
which we did riot feel when we were hear- 
ing them from the pulpit. 

<c Of his own will," sa}$ r he apostle James, 
" bejjat he us with the word of truth, that 
we should be a kind of first fruits of his crea- 
tures. Wherefore, my beloved brethren, 
let every man be swift to hear.V Not only 
those who are already bf gotten again by the 
word of truth, but those who are not yet be- 
gotten, should be swift to hear that word 
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which has-been to so many the word of eter- 
nal life. Why else should the apostle sub-? 
i*oin that admonition concerning the right 
learing of the word ? " Be ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers only, deceiving your 
own selves. For if any be a hearer of the 
word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man . 
beholding his natural face in a glass. For 
hebeholdeth himself, and goethhis way, and 
straightway forgetteth what manner of man * 
he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect 
law of liberty, and continuetj therein, he \ 
being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of \ 
the work, this man shall be blessed in his 
deed." 

^When men go away, and straightway 
forget what was said, what benefit can they 
expect from it ? None, but much damage 
for tbrning a deaf car to the voice of God, 
and refusing to give his word a place in their 
hearts. When God himself speaks to us in 
his law and gospel, we ought to hear him 
not once only,* but again and again. " Set 
your hearts," says Moses, " to all the words 
that I testify among you this day. For it is 
no vain thing for you, for it is your life," 
Deut. xxxii. 

Beware of. suffering what you read and 
hear to pass unimproved by serious reflec- 
tions, especially those doctrines or exhorta- 
tions that are peculiarly fitted to make good 
impressions on your hearts^ or are peculi- 
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arly suited to your present circumstances. 
But you ought not to confine your medita- 
tions to those truths that you have recent- 
ly heard or read. There are truths which 
ought never to be absent from your hearts. 
Think often of your misery and sinfulness; 
of your own sins, and of their aggrava- 
tions ; of the awful denunciations of the 
word of God against sinners, and agajjist 
such sinners as you know yourselves to be. 
It is painful, but requisite for you to know 
and consider you* ways, that you may know 
your need of Christ afod of his salvation^ 
and how absolutely necessary it is for you 
to come to him as self ruined sinners that 
must be damned forever, or owe their sal- 
vation to sovereign grace. 

Let your thoughts dwell upon Christ the 
Saviour, upon all that he did and suffered for 
our salvation, upon the riches of the glory 
of the grace of God manifested in him, up- 
on the all sufficiency of the God of grace as 
a portion for men, upon the grace and power 
of the Spirit of God, upon the interest that 
sinners of the human race have in Ghrist as 
a Saviour appointed for them by God, upon 
the unspeakable blessedness of ail those who 
partake of the salvation of Christ, upon those 
gracious invitations and promises by which 
we are encouraged to trust in Christ. These 
are truths by which faith already has been 
wrought in the hearts of millions of sinners, 
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upon some of them while they were hearing 
the gospel, upon others while they were in 
their own houses revolving what they had 
formerly heard or read. You cannot com- 
mand the blessing of God to accompany 
your thoughts, but neither can you com- 
mand the blessing upon your daily bread ; 
yet you eat it in the hope that God will make 
it nourishment to your bodily frame. By 
the gracious truths of God do men live the 
spiritual life, for upon them Godtommands 
the blessing, even life fore\serniore. 

The disciples of our Lord could not mul- 
tiply the loaves which they distributed to 
the people, but they could give them to the 
multitude at the command of Christ, and 
Christ multiplied them in the distribution. 
Thus let us think upon the sopl nourishing 
truths which t^od sets before us, and he can 
make them spirit and life to our souls. He 
promises to take away the stony heart, and 
to give the heart of flesh. For this, and 
other blessings, he will be enquired of by 
the house of Israel. 

You may perhaps complain, that you find 
yourselves at a great loss to order your 
thoughts, and that your heart will never be 
like the pen of a ready writer to meditate 
upon the truths of the gospel* till you are 
blessed with illumination in the knowlege 
of Christ by his own Spirit. For this you 
are to wait more than they that-wait for the 
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snorning. But as the word of God is the 
, means of illumination, you ought to famili- 
arize it to your thoughts, whatever difficulty 
you may experience in the attempt. 

You probably can repeat the Shorter Cat- 
echism.- This little book will supply a rich 
store of useful thoughts toyou. It will guide 
your meditations on the person and offices 
of Christ, the gr£at things which he has 
done and will do for you, the precious'btes- 
sings of th£ gospel, the nature of faith and 
repentance, and • other important subjects 
in religion . 

. It is not found difficult to young persons 
to commit this whole book to memory, and 
-why should it be thought more difficult to 
commit to memory a considerable portion 
of the express words of the Holy Ghosu 
This would greatly assist you in the duty 
of meditation. Some think it would be 
very troublesome to learn so exactly a few 
paragraphs of the Bible ; but I am speak- 
ing at present to persons who have a deep 
concern about their salv? on. You, I am 
persuaded, will not grudge a little trouble 
that will be useful to your souls. Those * 
who are ready to perish for hunger, will be 
glad of a very troublesome employment, 
that they may procure themselves bread to 
satisfy their hungeV. I take it for granted 
that you take it for a matter of greater im- 
portance to labor for the meat that endur- 

12 
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cth to everlasting life, than for that which 
perisheth. 

You have probably been frequently read- 
ing such passages as give you the richest 
encouragement to look for good at the hand 
of the Lord. The calls and promises con- 
tained in the following passages, well de- 
serve to be kept and frequently revolved in 
your minds. * Isa.xliii. 25. xliv. 22. xlv, 
22—25. Jer. xxxi. 31-T-34. Ezek. xi. 18 — 
20. xxxvi. 25 — 32. 37. Micahvii. 18— 2q. 
Hosea vi. 1—3. xiv. throughout. John iii. 
16— 21. vi. 27,28. Actsxiii, 38,39. Rom. 
iii. 23 — 31. iv. 22 — 25. 2 Cor. v. 18— 2c. 
I mention only a few ; your own observa- 
tion will find out many more. 

Self inquiry is another duty required by 
Ood. " Examine yourselves whether you 
be in the faith," and if you are not in the 
faith, what is the reason that you do not be- 
lieve in Christ ? 

Persons too often think that they are in 
the faith, when unbelief still reigns in themj 
and some true believers, through the weak- 
ness of their faith or knowlege, cannot be 
persuaded that the good work is wrought in 
them. They think that they could not be 
50 much in the dark about their own con- 
dition as they are,if their faith Were a reality. 
They find sin still working in their minds, 
especially when they would do good. They 
are still disquieted with doubts and fears, 
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and therefore it appears to them that no good 
thing dwells in them. But there may be 
some good thing towards the Lord God of 
Israel where there is much corruption. Do 
you really renounce all your own righteous- 
ness, seeking above all things to be found 
in Christ ? Do you gladly receive the word 
of salvation as the only ground of your 
hope towards God ? Are you sh u up to the 
faith of Christ by a deep sense of your lost 
condition ? Do you seek relief only in Christ 
from the guilt of sin, resolving that amidst 
all discouragements you will hope in him? 
" It is a good thing that a man should both 
hope and quietly wait for the salvation of 
the Lord; for the Lo,rd is ever good unto 
him that waiteth for him, unto the soul that 
seeketh him." 

But if you do not yet believe on Christ, 
what is the reason why you will not come to 
him that you may have life ? Ask this ques- 
tion at your own hearth, and if they can ren- 
der you a good reason, hold fast your un- 
belief, and refuse to let it go. It the reason 
is not good, you must condemn yourselves j 
and if you condemn yourselves, why do you 
persist in a conduct dishonoring to God, and 
ruinous to yourselves ? 

The reason, you say, is not that you have 
not sufficient warrant from God to rely on 
Christ, but that you cannot make u*e of 
this warrant j you cannot come to Christ 
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except the Father draw you ; and as he has 
not hitherto drawn you, it is impossible for 
you to come. N 

But in wh&t manner do you expect God 
will draw you to Christ ? Do you imagine 
that he will give you a visible sign of his 
drawing power? or that he will speak to 
you in the same manner as he spake to the 
ancient prophets, giving you some new rev- 
elation of his will, that you may be enabled 
to testify a due regard to that old revelation 
which you had from the beginning ? 

When God draws men to Christ, he con- 
vinces them of their sin and misery, enlight- 
ens them in the knowlege of Christ, and 
persuades and enables them to embrace Je- 
sus Christ freely offered to them in the gos- 
pel. Are you then convinced that you just- 
ly deserve the condemnation of hell for your 
sins ? Do you see that Christ is an all suf- 
ficient and most gracious Saviour ?- Are you 
effectually disposed to approve of his salva- 
tion, as a salvation from sin as well as from 
misery, as a salvation for which you must 
forever be indebted to his free and sovereign 
grace ? Does nothing on earth or in heaven 
appear so desirable in your eyes, ,as a share 
in the salvation procured by the blood, and 
applied by the Spirit of Christ ? Are not 
these views and dispositions, so different 
from what you formerly felt in yourselves, 
indications of a divine power opening your 
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hearts, like Lydia's, to receive the truth, and 
to receive Christ revealed in the word of truth? 
The working of God is to be seen in the 
works which he does. His eternal power and 
godhead were seen, or ought to have been 
seen, by the heathens, in the things that were 
made by his power. And his operation up- 
on the souls of men may be seen in those views 
of the mind, in those tempers of the heart, 
which can be the production of nothing less 
than a divine power. 

Perhaps, you will say, if this be the case, I 
am still in my first estate, and^ can find no en- 
couragement from the review of my own feel- 
ings or exercises of mind to believe on Christ. 
1 know that without Christ 1 must perish. I 
have often felt earnest longings tcpartake of 
his grace. But I have not that deep convic- 
tion of guilt, that ardent desire of Christ and 
his salvation, as a salvation from sin as well as 
misery, which is felt by every genuine believer. 
What right then have I to conclude that I 
have any claim upon Christ, or a right to 
look for his mercy to eternal life ? 

To this I answer, that you may be mistak- 
en, and you may be right in what you say of 
your own experience. Those who know best 
the evil of sin, and the sinfulness of their own 
hearts, are least disposed to think that they 
are sufficiently humbled under views of their 
sinful states. Those whose hearts are pos- 
sessed by the most ardent desires after Christ, 
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are most grieved that their desires after him 
are so faint and languid ; for what desires of 
our narrow hearts after Christ bear any pro- 
portion to the infinite excellency and grace 
which are seen in him by a soul illuminated 
with his* Spirit? 

But have you forgotten. that your right to. 
Christ is to be found, not in your own hearts, 
but in the word of God? I do not say that 
you have an interest in Christ, nor do I say 
that you have any better right to believe on. 
Christ than the most thoughtless and pro- 
phaneofyour neighbors. What I say is, 
that you have the same right that every gos- 
pel hearer has, to believeon him, and that if 
you are awakened to a sense of your need of 
Christ, yoa are less excusable than, your 
thoughtless neighbors, if you do not make 
ttse of this right. The reason why I have 
spoken of the manner in which Cod draws, 
men to Christ, is not to afford you a pretence, 
for deferring the duty of believing till you feel 
the evidence of God's drawing power, but to. 
convince you that you ought not to .suspend 
your duty upun such feelings. God gives 
you rich and sufficient encouragement in hia 
word to hope for the effectual working of his. 
power; but yoa must leave him to his own 
ways of exerting it*, and endeavor, without as- 
ting questions, to comply with his revealed 
wdl. When Jesus ordered the disciples to 
4tvide. the five loavt* among twelve or four- 
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*tcen thousand persons, they did not tell him 
that it would only expovse them to derision 
from the multitude to comply with his or- 
der, till he multiplied the loaves. They did 
what he commanded them to do, and found 
that his commandment was not vain. He 
multiplied the loaves when the multitude re- 
ceived them. Thus, when God commands 
you to believe on the name of his Son, you 
roust not say to him,' First do what thou alone 
canst do, and give me good evidence that 
thou do'est it, and then I will do what thou re- * 
quirest me to do.' Sav rather,. ' It is a good 
thing that a man should both hope and quietly 
wait for the salvation of the Lord I will 
therefore endeavor to wait for his salvation, 
dependingon his word, and complying with his 
will.' His command, to believe on the name 
of his Son, is not designed to ensnare us. It 
is a gracious commandment, and blessed are 
they who are determined, by divine grace, to 
make his will the rule of their conduct, rather 
than the Vain reasonings of their own hearts* 
Do you allege that there is a great appear- 
ance of contradiction between our doctrine 
of man's inability to believe, and our injunc- 
tion to believe? Remember that both the 
doctrine and injunction are Gods and not 
ours ; and God calls the things that be not, as 
thought they were. The Almighty may pre- 
scribe whatever he pleases with effect. He 
says to the deep, Be thciu dry ; and dries up 
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all the rivers. He says to the blind, See, and 
to the dead, Live. 

God commands men to believe on the 
name of his Son, and I know that I cannot 
come to Christ unless God himself draws me. 
What then ? Shall I refuse to comply with 
the call ? On the same ground I may refuse 
to do any thing that God requires me to do. 
He requires me to sanctify the Lord's day. — 
I cannot sanctify the Lord's day without the 
help of his grace. Yet I will not spend the 
day in sleep. I will not plow my ground or 
sow my seed on that holy day. I will rest 
from my labors. I will read and hear the 
word of God. I will endeavor to pray. I 
can do none of these things acceptably with- 
out grace from above. God will, 1 hope, 
make his grace sufficient forme. Ifheshouid, 
in his sovereignty, withhold that grace which 
I need, I cannot complain ; but I must mourn 
bitterly, because 1 lose that precious time 
which might have been employed to so great 
advantage. \ et after all, my sin will not be 
so great, though left to myself, in my endea- 
vors to serve God, as it would have been if 
I had profanely spent the day in my ordinary 
employments, or in wilful idleness, I know 
that I cannot present an acceptable prayer to 
God, if I am left to myself. Shall 1 there- 
fore never bend my knees till I feel an impulse 
upon my mind to prayer ? I cannot derive 
ajiy benefit from reading the Bible, without 
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spiritual illumina fion. Shajl I therefore suffer 
iny Bible to be covered with.dust, till I per- 
ceive, a divine light springing up into my mind ? 
Thus I know that I cannot by faith enter into 
God's rest, unless God work inujpe the work 
of faith with power; yet I- will^por to enter 
into that rest of God, lest I fall after former 
examples of unbelief. That God who says 
to me, "Labor to^enter into this rest," is abun- 
dant in goodness and truth. It is for my ben- 
efit that he gives this commandment, and he 
hath promised to turn the heart of stone into 
a heart of flesh. 

Is there a contradiction between the doc- 
trine of mens inability to believe and the 
commandment to believe? It may as well be 
said, that our holy religion is full of contra- 
dictions in every part of it. There is no more 
contradiction here, than between the doc- 
trine of unity and trinity in the nature of God, 
the doctrine of God's immutability, and the 
incarnation of a divine person, the doctrin^* 
of a Supreme Providence governing all our 
affairs, and the duty of diligence in our car- 
lings. All God's ways are right and wise. 
Our comments upon, them are often vain. 
God best knows the .conclusions that ought 
to be drawn from his own precious truths. 
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DISCOURSE I. 

So then, it is not of him that willeth, nor of 
him that runneth, but of God that sheweth 
mercy 9 Rom. ix. 16. 

That God, and not ourselves, nor any 
creature, must be our trust and our hope, if 
we seek happiness in this world or the-next, 
is abundantly evident from every part of the 
Scripture. But that we may learn for what, 
and how we are to trust in God, it is necessa- 
ry for us to give earnest heed to those instruc- 
tions which the word of God gives us, and at 
the same time, to attend carefully to the work- 
ings of our own proud hearts, that we may 
not, under their perverting influence, depart 
from the living God * 

The unbelieving Jews trusted to themselves 
that they were righteous, and would not ac- 
cept of the gift of righteousness set before 
them in the gospel. Thus Israel, who sought 
» after the law of righteousness, did not attain 
to it, because they placed their dependence oa 
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their own works, and not upon that grace 
which reigns" through righteousness by Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Beware of imitating them, 
lest Christ become of no effect to you. "Who- 
soever of yofc are justified by the law, ye are 
fallen from grace." 

But to trust to your own strength is no less 
dangerous than to trust to your own right- 
eousness. The almighty grace of the Spirit 
of God is no less needful for you than the re- 
demption of Christ. Salvation is " not of 
him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but 
of God thatsheweth mercy." 

All men, say some, have a sufficiency of 
grace given them for Christ's sake, who died 
for all. They may improve or neglect, or 
misimprove it as they please. All that the 
Spirit; of God has further to do with any man, 
is to*spread motives before his mind, or to 
urge them, perhaps,, upon his heart. But it 
depends upon himself, whether he wil^ com- 
ply with the calls of the gospel, or the inward 
suggestions of the Spirit* 

If this is all that the Spirit of God finds 
it necessary to do in the hearts of those that 
shall be saved, true believers are under great 
obligations, no doubt, to him ; but not under 
peculiar obligations. Many that shall perish 
forever, are as much indebted to him as the 
greatest saints. The songs of salvation in 
the heavenly world will be sung with joy, but 
they will not be ascriptions of praise to God 
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for distinguishing mercy. What greater 
mercy was bestowed upon them, than upon 
many in the burning lake, who were once en- 
lightened, and tasted of the heavenly gift, but 
fell away, never to be recovered to repen- 
tance ? Peter was not more indebted to God 
for eternal life than Judas, who heard the ser- 
mons of Jesus, and no doubt was a partaker 
of the Holy Ghost in the same way with others 
who will, at the last, say, "Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy name, and in thy name 

\ done many wondrous works ?" to whom he 
-will say, "Depart from me, I know you not. 
ye workers of iniquity." 

That our wills are naturally so perverse, 
and our power to do what is spiritually good 
is so entirely annihilated in our fallerrstate, 
that we cannot believe or repent withotk the 
effectual woi king of the divine power to make 
us partakers of the divine nature, we have 
already shewed. But there is another doc- 
trine on which I intend to discourse from 
this text, namely, That we* cannot by moral 
seriousness, excited to the highest degree 
which can be expected from men, procure 

| for ourselves a title to that working of the 
divine power which is necessary for conver- 
sion. 

When the pride of the human heart is com- 
pelled to leave one of its strong holds, it will 
retreat to another. When men find that they 

cannot convert themselves, they will plead 

K2 
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that they can do many things which give them 
a title in equity, if not in strict justice, to the 
favor of God. They wil] so far reform their 
conduct, that if they cannot plead the right- 
eousness of God as the ground of their hope* 
they ipay form a claim to his favor from his 
goodness, which, they think, would be dis- 
honored if he did not shew his mercy to those 
who do as well as they can ? although they do 
not all that they should. 

We may indeed found valid pleas for fa- 
vor upon the goodness of God, .and uponjiis 
righteousness as well as his goodness ; but 
these pleas must be managed by faith in Christ. 
The promises of the word of God, which 
iC are yea and amen in Christ," are directed 
to sinners in general, that they may be war- 
ranted to take hold of God's covenant. And 
God will be unrighteous, to forget or to vio- 
late his gracious promise to the meanest or 
weakest believer in Christ. But where there 
is no true faith in Christ, men have no actual 
interest in the promises that are addressed to 
them. A gift does not make any thing our 
property when it is not received. Unbelief 
says to God, * Let thy gifts be to thyself.' Can 
the unbeliever then have any pretence to find 
fault with God, because he leaves him desti- 
' tute of those blessings which he bestows in 
abundance upon them that believe? Could 
that generation of Israelites which was deliv- 
ered from the bondage of Egypt, blame the 
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God of Israel because they were not brought 
into the promised land ? When they found 
that they must die in the wilderness, they re- 
pented of their rebellion ; but the oath of God 
stood fast, that they should not enter into his* 
rest. Unto us are the glad tidings of rest 
published, as well as to them, and those who 
believe do enter into that rest; but unbeliev- 
ers must come short of it, not because there 
was not a promise left them of entering into 
that rest, but because their unbelief rejects 
the promise, Heb, iv. i. 

That we may more clearly explain the 
point in question, let us consider, 

I. What religious exertions may be found 
among persons destitute of saving grace. 

II. Whether such religious exertions give 
thepi any claim upon that grace, which is ab- 
solutely necessary to their salvation. 

I. What religious inclinations or exertions 
are-, to be found in persons destitute of sa- 
ving grace? 

" It is not of him that willeth, nor of him 
that runneth ; but of God that sheweth mer- 
cy." The meaning of these words may be, 
that men can neither will nor do, till God is 
pleased to work in them both to will and to 
do. It is certain, that without divine grace, 
the will of men, naturally perverse, cannot 
be truly inclined to faith and holiness. - " Ye 
will not come unto roe," says Christ, * 4 that 
ye may have life." These words imply, that 
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the great hindrance to the obtaining of life by 
Christ lies in men's own wills. They cannot, 
because they will not, come unto him. When 
his people are made willing in the day of his 
power, then, and not sooner, they are ador- 
ned with the beauties of holiness, John vi. 
40. Psal. ex. iii. 

It is no less certain, that men will not run, 

nor so much as walk a single step in the way 

of God's commandments, till God draw them, 

v and entice their hearts, John vi, 44. Psal. 

cxix. 22. 

Yet the most natural meaning of the woids 
of the text seems to be, that however men 
may wish, or with whatever earnestness they 
may endeavor to be religious, yet their wishes 
and efforts will be vain, without that mercy 
from God, which he dispenses according to 
his own sovereign pleasure, ver. 15. 

According to this explication, men may 
both will and run without sanctifying grace, 
but neither their willing nor their running 
can change their unhappy state, or bring the 
sovereign disposer of the states of men under 
any obligations, from his equity or his faithful- 
ness, to bestow upon them that blessedness 
which they seek. 

1. There may be inclinations of a religious 
liature in unconverted persons. I do not 
say that there are holy tempers or disposi- 
tions to be found in them. But religion, of 
some kind, is so natural to man, that even in 
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his fallen stale, he wishes to enjoy the favor 
of his Maker, and to have his wrath averted 
from him. 

66 When the gentiles," says the apostle, 
" which have not the law, do by nature the 
things contained in the law, are a law to them- 
selves." If even among heathens, conscience 
powerfully prompted men to the perform- 
ance of things enjoined by the law, must ic 
not possess a greater authority, when it is en- 
^ lightened and invigorated by the Scripture, 
which ao clearly reveals the wrath of God a- 
gainst all unrighteousness and ungodliness of 
men ? 

Our consciences must be "seared with a 
hot iron," if we are not desirous to escape 
from the wrath to come. All of you, good 
and bad, wish to escape those everlasting 
burnings that are prepared for the ungodly. 
Your very appearance in this place is a proof 
that you desire to be saved. 

Unconverted persons may not only wish to 
escape future punishments, but to enjoy fu- 
ture blessedness in heaven. They cannot sin- 
cerely desire that blessedness which, according 
to Scripture, constitutes the felicity of the re- 
deemed of the Lord. The enjoyments which 
this world affords, or which it might afford, If, 
they had every thing their hearts could wish, 
are preferable, in their estimation, to the vision 
and likeness of the Lord God and the Lamb. 
But we know that we must die, and go either 
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to the regions of perdition or of bliss ; and if 
We must leave the present world, who would 
not rather he received into the paradise of 
God, to dwell with the , holy angels, than be 
thrust down into those regions of fire, which 
were prepared for the devil and his angels ? 

But can unconverted sinners really wish to 
forsake sin, to live holy lives ? We know that 
Balaam wished to die the death of the righte- 
ous, but he did not wish to live their life. 
* Balaam indeed had hot any sincere desire ; 
* to live the life of the righteous, for he " loved i 
the wages of unrighteousness;" and yet there ;, 
were times when he expressed strong resolu- : 
tions to live obediently to the will of God. 
"If Balak should give me his house full of 
silver and gold, I could not go beyond the 
commandment of the Lord my God, to speak 
good or evil," Numb. xxii. 

Unconverted persons ma^ certainly detest 
many sins. All Israel abhorred the iniquity 
of the men of Gibeah, who abused the Le- 
vite*s concubine, and of their brethren, the . 
tribe of Benjamin, who refused to deliver 
them up to condign punishment. "He that 
withholdeth corn," says Solomon, "the peo- 
ple shall curse him; but blessings shall be 
upon the head of him that selleth it." " He 
that, in these things," says Paul, *(in right- 
eousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost,) 
"serveth Christ, is accepted of God, and ap- 
proved of men." He is not only approved 
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of saints, but of men in general. Hazael, 
before he was king of Syria, detested those 
very crimes which be afterwards perpetrated 
in the fulness of his pride and power. 

Unconverted persons may even t wish to be 
freed from the chains of those corrupt lusts, 
which have long held them fast. I have known 
a drunkard, who, for months, perhaps for a 
whole year, would avoid temptations to his 
favorite sin, and be again entangled therein, 
and overcome, when a strong temptation pre- 
sented itself. I believe there are few drunk* 
ards, or gluttons, that do not frtquenfly wish 
and Tesolve to reform. When "they feel the 
bitter effects of their sin, in those diseases which 
a kind Providence has annexed to it, they 
will condemn their folly. What have we any 
more to.do with this idol, which has bewitched 
us, impoverished, enfeebled us, and which 
threatens to cut short our days/ Yet, when a 
little time has elapsed, their brutish, or worse 
than brutish appetite returns in' all its strength. 
•The shame, the pain, are forgotten ; reason, 
religion, present and eternal interests, must 
all give way to the cursed gratification of a 
few moments. Idolatry was the favorite sin 
of the children of Israel, and yet, when they 
were sore oppressed by their enemies, they 
returned, and enquired early after thefr own 
God, and put away their strange gods, till re- 
turning prOvsperity banished the remembrance 
of their afflictions, and of all the resolution^ 
they had formed in the time of distress. 
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Persons may wish, in a certairt sense, to be 
delivered from all sin, because they have often 
heard that it is an essential part of the char- 
acter of one who is born of God, that he 
doth not commit sin. There is a great dif- 
ference between vague and general views of 
things, and a particular inspection of them. 
Sin appears to the ordinary hearers of the • 
gospel a very bad and dangerous thing, which 
brings. death after it; and as they hate death, 
they must hate sin as the cause of death. But 
let those things that are sinful be particularly 
considered, and the deception will appear. 4 
They will not live in the practice of what is , 
sinful, and yet they will think their own 
thoughts, and speak their own words on the 
Lords day. They will roll proud, earthly, 
vile imaginations in thtir minds, and yet they 
desire to renounce every j>in. Thus men de- 
ceive themselves by unmeaning words no less 
than their neighbors. Yuu will not live in 
sin, because you wish not to be damned. But 
what is sin? Every thing, you will say, 
thaj is contrary to the law of God. But is 
there not a secret reservation of exceptions? 
-You will have nothing to do, as far as you 
can help it, with any sin; only there are one, 
or two, or three secret workings of inoidi- 
nate desire, for which you must have a license 
to amuse yourselves with them, at .some times, 
if you cannot be peimitted to indulge them 
at all times. The Lord pardon his servants 
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in these things, which are but of little mo- 
\ irient. In other things, you will endeavor 
to need as little pardon as possible. 

When sinners are impressed with the 
conviction, that it would be dangerous for 
them to indulge their favorite inclinations, 
j they may entertain temporary wishes, and 
form resolutions, which they hope will be 
permanent, to renounce them. " If Balak 
should give me his house full of silver and 
gold, I cannot go beyond the command- 
- ment of the Lord my God. If my journey 
t displease thee, I will get me back again." 
So said Balaam. But is this really the voice 
of Balaam, the son of Beor ? Is not this thy 
'. voice, holy David ? It has indeed a wonder- 
t ful resemblance to the voice of David. " I 
\ will speak of thy commandments before 
kings, and I will not be ashamed. I was 
uptight before him, and I kept m\ self from 
mine iniquity/' How then shall we distin- 
guish between the voice of Balaam and the 
voice of David ? Balaam told the king that 
he would not depart a single inch from the 
path of duty. But his will to walk in that 
path was like the wish of a man, whose life 
1 is endangered by a mortified limb, to have 
it cut off. HeTs unwilling to lose any mem- 
ber of his body, but he is more unwilling to 
die. Balaam loved " the wages of Unrigh- 
teousness," but this love was mightily coun^ 
teracted by his wish to " die the death of the 
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righteous." It was, at certain times, so pow- 
erfully restrained, that it might appear to 
himself to be extinguished. But it soon re- 
covered its vigor, and dictated that accursed 
counsel to BaJak, by which the children of 
Israel were ensnared in the matter of Baal 
Peor. But David's desire to be free from 
sin, was like the desire which evepy man 
feels to be freed from mortal sickness. He 
hated sin, and loved holiness. " I will speak 
of thy testimonies to kings." Why ? Not 
only because he feared the eternal King far 
above all earthly princes, but because he lov- 
ed God and his law above all things on the 
earth, Psal. cxix. 46, — 48. Self love excites 
men to avoid every thing that they appre- 
hend to be hurtful to themselves, and a 
prudent self love will dispose men carefully 
to avoid the most pleasant poisons. Love to 
God disposes the saints to hate every thing 
that is offensive to him. Men therefore* 
without saving grace, may hate sin, not as 
sin, not as a thing hateful and offensive to 
God,but as a thing destructive to themselves. 
And they may love the duties of holiness, 
not from any pleasure they take i# holiness, 
for' true holiness is their aversion, but be- 
cause they wfeh to be happy ; and therefore 
the necessary means of this happiness must 
be valued b\ them on account of their sup* 
pesed bencixial tendency, though otherwise 
unpleasant* 
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What has been said about religious auc- 
tions in unconverted persons may, perhaps, 
appear strange to some of you, because you 
have often heard that desire of grace "is 
grace, and that genuine religion is to be 
discerned among the greatest part of Chris- 
tians, rather by their desires and endeavors 
than by their attainments. This mark of 
grace is founded upon the Scripture. " Bles- 
sed are they that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness," Matt. V. 6. "Have respect 
unto the prayer of thy servant, and of thy 
servants that desire to fear thy name/' Neh. 
i, ii. But we may err by misapplying 
Scripture, as well as by disregarding it. — 
Love to the brethren is a distinguishing 
character of saints, according to many pas- 
sages of the Bible ; and yet formalists may 
deceive themselves, by thinking that they 
love the brethren, when they either do not 
love them at all, or do not love them with 
that genuine regard which is due to them 
as the children of God, and partakers of the 
divine nature. John, who takes pleasure 
in expatiating on this distinguishing charac- 
ter or true religion, thought it necessary to 
guard us against mistakes in applying it, by 
telling us what is the true character; of that 
love which distinguishes the saints. " Here- 
by we know that we love the children of 
God, if we love God and keep his com-, 
mandments." That love to the brethren i$ 
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the oxily true Christian love, which origi- 
nates in that love to God whereby we are 
disposed to keep his commandments. The? 
same thing may he observed of those desires 
of grace which distinguish the true saint from 
the formalist. Then ire our hungerings and 
thirstings after righteousness sincere, when 
we value righteousness^ above all its atten- 
dant felicities. Then are our desires to fear 
the name of God genuine, when the desire 
«f our souls is to God's name, and to the 
remembrance of him, above every thing on 
earth or in heaven. • PsaL. lxxiii. 25, 16. 

" They delight to know my name," says 
God of a wicked generation of men spoken 
of by Isaiah, chap. Iviii. 4< they ask of me the 
ordinances of justice, they take delight in 
approaching to God," The original word 
for delight in this passage, Isa. Iviii. 3, is the 
same that is used Neh. i. 1 1. concerning the 
temper of the genuine servants of God, "who 
desire to fear thy name*" Holy desires are 
a certain evidence of grace, but there may 
be religious desires and delight where sin 
reigns. The stony ground hearers, Matt. 
xiiL " heard the yrord with joy," and yet 
they brought forth no fruit to perfection* 

2. Our text speaks not only of willing, 
but likewise of running, in the ways of reli- 
gion, without any h^ppy effect. 

Although we ought not to expect per- 
fection of holiness in this Jife, and may war- 
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rantably class ourselves in the number of 
saints while sin works and dwells in us, yet 
we should carefully guard against self decep- 
tion in applying to ourselves the character 
pf real saints, spoken of in the Bible, without 
1 understanding what they are. It has been 
already observed > that there are desires to 
be religious, which will not prove that we 
are holy ; and one character often given of 
those desires which may be considered as 
marks of holiness, is, that they are attended 
with suitable effects. But it must be re- 
membered, that there may be very consid- 
erable effects produced by religious affections 
where there is no true holiness. The stony 
ground hearers brought forth no fruit to 
perfection, but the seed that was sown 
sprung up pleasantly for a tiqje. It prom- 
ised abundance of fruit, although it produ- 
ced nothing that wa£ pleasing to God. 

The men of whom we formerly spoke 
from Isaiah, chap, lviii. not only delighted to 
know GodY ways^but asked of him the or- 
dinances of justice, and observed fast days. 
EzekiePs graceless hearers came before him 
as God's people Cometh and heard him with 
pleasure, though their heart went after their 
covet ousness. John's hearers came from 
great distances, not ojily to hear, but to be 
baptized, although the smaller part of them 
only was converted. The hearers of Qhrist 

run after Him when he left them, and some- 

L? 



126 . ON THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GRACE 

/ 

times continued so long to hear his gracious 
words, that they were in danger of hinting 
through weariness and hunger, although 
few orthem were converted by his ministry. 

" Ye did run well," says Paul to the Ga- 
latians. He not only says that they run, 
but that they run well. They' heard the 
apostle's discourses with such pleasure, and 
thought themselves so greatly indebted to 
him, for bringing to their ears the glad ti- 
dings of salvation, that they would have 
plucked out their own eyes and given them 
to him. Yet he says to them, " I stand in 
doubt of you." All their uncommon fer- 
vor was not sufficient to assure him of their 
happy condition. If he had seen certain 
evidences of their conversion, at the time 
when they were running well, he could not 
have doubted o£>the reality of their conver- 
sion, because he knew that he who begins 
the good work will perform it unto -the 
day of Christ. 

When Caligula gave orders to set up his 
own image in the temple of Jerusalem, the 
whole body of the people were inflamed 
with such extravagant zeal, that the empe* 
ror, who never hesitated, before or after, at 
the doing of any thing that was frantic or 
wicked, found it necessary to alter his pur- 
pose. He was sensible that they would all 
rather lose their lives, and sell them at a 
de^ rate, than permit such indignity to be 
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done to the God of their fathers* This was 
> zeal for God, and it was zeal in a good cause, 
and yet the men who were so zealous for 
God were the most determined enemies to 
Christ and his gospel, in the whole world* 

On the whole, you see what necessity 
there is for a careful search of your hearts 
and practice, that you may not deceive 
yourselves with empty appearances of reli* 
gion. Examine your desires and your per- 
formances, whether they are such- as char- 
acterize the true fearers of the name of God. 
Men may escape, through the knowlege of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the cor- 
ruptions that are in the world through lust, 
and yet continue dogs and swine, 2 Pet. ii. 
so, % 1. What will it avail us that we desire 
to die the death of the righteous, if our lat- 
ter end be with the uncircumcised that go 
down-to the pit? To what purpose' do we 
run, if we do not keep the path of life ? 
Why should we suffer many things, and do 
many things in vain ? Herod heard John 
, gladly, and did many things because of him. 
Could all that he had done at the persuasion 
of Joha give relief to his mind, when it char-* 
ged him with the guilt of shedding the blood 
of a great prophet ? 

But there is another mistake incident to 
the hearers of the.gospel, which I camion 
you against. What l mean, is the presump- 
tuous supposition, that although your relig- 
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ious affections and attainments will not prove 
that you are in a state of grace, they may 
give you some better title to the grace of God 
than you had before, or than other sinners of 
your race. When you are awakened to a 
sense of your sins, you look about on every 
side to see if there is any hope for you. When 
you dare not hope in the mercy of God as a 
sufficient ground of confidence, you will turn 
to yourselves, and fondly grasp at every thing 
in your conduct and experience which may 
afford the shadow of relief. Your eager de- 
sire of comfort, joined to that self esteem 
which is natural to man, will tempt you to, 
dream that now there is something in you 
which may embolden your hope in God.— 
What is this but a contrivance of our proud 
spirit to obtain salvation from the grace of 
God, and to be as little in its debt as possible ? 
We find that we cannot live wholly by our 
works, but to beg from God himself we are 
ashamed ; or if we must beg, we will bribe 
or flatter the Almighty, that we may draw 
forth his liberality, by such good words, or 
such small services as we can afford. 
F The best things will become snares and traps 

to us, if the Lord himself do not take the di- 
rection of our hearts. It is of God's mercy 
that we are awakened to a consideration of % 
our ways, that we are convinced of the great 
evil of our sins, that we are disposed to make 
use of the means of grace. v But if we turn the 
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effects of common operations of the Spirit 
into grounds of hope in divine gr^ce, we ep- 
deavor, in part, to worjt out a justifying righ- 
teousness for ourselves, instead of placing our 
whole dependence tfpon that grace which 
reigns through righteousness unto eternal lifp t 
by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

"By gwe are ye saved through faith, and 
that not of yourselves ; it is the gift of God. 
If it be of grace, it is np more or works/' in 
a lesser or greater degree; Rejoice in Christ 
Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh* 
God grant that our eyes may be opened to # 
sense of the infinite distance between God ami 
ps, and of the wretchedness of our condition 
as sinner*, that all our hope may be fixed op 
bjip who c^pae to s^ye sinn^r3, fiflfl pf tippers 
the shief. 

PISCQVJISiP \\> 

SO then if is not of hity thpt willclh, nor tj 
him that runneth, btii pf Qod who shewtth wcr- 
cy, Rom. ix. i(>. that any pf onr'gjiiUy race 
are received into the number of the cbild,reja 
of God, antf entitlejd to the blessings ..of solva- 
tion. I have already endeavored to iriylp 
you some account of those religion? affec- 
tions and performances which are consistent 
wkh <ut?teofirregeneracy, I proposed, 
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II. To shew you that our utmost endeav- 
ors, and the most ardent wishes for salvation 
that are consistent with an unconverted state, 
give us no title of any kind to a participation 
of that grace which is necessary for our sal- 
vation. 

I formerly discoursed on another doctrine 
from this text, That the almighty grace of God 
is absolutely necessary for our conversion, 
which cannot be effectuated by the utmost ex- 
ertion of our own natural powers. This doc- 
trine I endeavored to prove from the consi- 
deration of plain passages of Scripture which 
assert this truth, frorti the account which 
Scripture gives us of the natural state of man, 
from the very strong expressions used in 
Scripture to denote the, mode of divine opera- 
tion in the conversion of men, from the pro- 
mises of conversion found ia the Bible, from 
the account given us in Scripture of the pow- 
er by which many were converted under the 
ministry of Christ and his apostles, from the 
models of prayer and thanksgiving for con- 
version which we find in Scripture. Many 
other arguments of unconquerable force might 
be produced to prove this point, from the 
plainest declarations of Scripture, and from 
the other capital doctrines which are every 
wb r re taught in it. 

Perhaps it may be alleged, that when this 

Soint is proved, nothing farther remains to 
e said on the subject. The doctrine, that 
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wen cannot believe in Christ, or turn to God f 
without the effectual working of the mighty 
power of. God, is jthe same, in effect, with the 
doctrine of which we now propose to fpeak. 
If it be true that we cannot repent or believe 
unto salvation without the effectual working 
of divine grace, it must of course be true that 
none of our attainments, in a natural state, 
can give us any shadow of title to the grace 
of God, because no man in his senses can 
spppo.se any obligation lying upon the Most 
High to bestow the best of his blessings upon 
men for works that have no real goodness 
in them. 

I allow that the two doctrines are, in effect, 
the same, or so nearly related that they must 
stand 6v fall together. It is the height of ab- 
surdity to suppose that God can be brought 
under any obligations to bestow upon us a 
gift as valuable as the heavenly felicity, in 
consideration of works that are purely the 
effects of self love, of works done by a man 
in whom there dwelleth no good thing, and 
who is in such a wretched condition, that till 
he is .saved by a miracle of grace, he will still 
add sin to sirf, to augment the fierce anger of 
the i-ord. . Yet it is far from being net dless 
to combat a prevailing practical erior, because 
to serious consideration it appears a gross ab- 
surdity. The arguments to be used for shew- 
ing its unreasonableness will be, in a great 
measure, the same by which we have proved 
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the necessity of effectual grace ; but it will b& 
proper to shew hofa' they bare npoh the sub- 
ject under our present xon&tdefation. May 
God make what is to be said effectual to cast 
down the high imaginations of men, that they 
ntay bow before the footstool of his throne 
of grace, artd iftay learli to look for every 
good thing front his rich and free grace, with- 
out pretending to claim as a debt, what must 
bfe received as a free gift. 

i. Express passages of Scripture shew^that 
God not only performs the work of convert- 
ing men by his divine power, but that he does 
it according to his own pleasure. We need 
not go any farther than our text for a proof. 
He saith to Moses, f4 I will have mercy ort 
whom I will have mercy, and I will havfe com- 
passion on whom I will have compassion." 
TKe sartie truth is asserted no less plainly in 
the eighteenth verse, " Therefore hath he 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and 
whom he will he hardeneth," The obvious 
sense of these places of Scripture is, that our 
holiness and salvation depend, not on the will 
of man, but on the will of God, who doubt; 
less has his reasons for 'what he does, but find£ 
them in himself, and not in us. 

Strong objections start up in the minds of 
men to this doctrine, and therefore they wilf 
endeavor to find some other sense for the 
apostle's words than we have given them. 
Suit let it be observed, that Paul himself knew 4 
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that an objection would be started to it, pre- 
cisely such as may be expected according to 
our interpretation of them* and in his answer* 
he is so far from giving a different turn to his 
meaning, that he plainly takes it for granted to 
fee the true one. u Thou wilt say then unto 
me, Why doth he yet find fault, for who hath 
resisted his will ? Nay, but, O man, who art 
thou thatrepliest against God £ Shall the thing 
formed say unto him that formed it. Why 
hast thou made me thus ? Hath not the potter 
power over the clay, of the same lump, to 
make one vessel to honor, arid another to dis- 
honor ?" The Lord is the potter, we are the 
clay. Some of us are m^de vessels to honor, 
Others to dishonor. The reason of the differ- 
ence did not lie in the clay, but in the potter. 
He makes the different vessels according to 
his own pleasure. 

The same truth is evidently taught, Phil, 
li. 13. " God worketh in you both to will and 
to do/' 'Every good principle, every good 
action is here plainly attributed to the power 
of God. But how is his power regulated? 
By his own good pleasure, and not by quali- 
ties found in those in whom he works. Tne 
words of John, chap, i, 13. are strongly ex- 
pressive of this truth. r " We are born again, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the fl^sh, nor 
of the will o£ man; but of God." 

2. When we corisider the natural sinfulness 
and misery of njan, as it is described from the 

M 
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Scripture in our Shorter Catechism, it is ap* 
parent that we must be converted, if we are at 
all converted, by the sovereign grace of God. 
Such is the power of sin, that nothing can 
deliver us from this accursed tyrant but the 
power of God, Matt. xii. 29. and the divine 
power is never exerted for,this end till the day 
of effectual calling. God may do much for 
men before the day of his power. The Holy 
Spirit awakens and convinces them that are 
to be saved; but his awakening and conver- 
ting influence is *not confined to the elect, 
nor do those influences upon the elect that 
precede their conversion change their state. 
Sin "may be powerfully checked, but it is still 
deeply rooted in the heart, where there is no 
principle of holiness to oppose it. " Either 
make the tree good and his fruit good, or else 
the tree corrupt and his fruit corrupt; for the 
tree is known by his fruits. O generation of 
vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good 
things ? These words may appear strange to 
some of you. Cannot an evil man speak 
good things ? Do we not read of some whose 
words were smoother than oil, although war 
was in their hearts ? Have we not heard men 
speak good things, of whom we had reason to 
entertain a very unfavorable opinion? Who 
could speak better things than Balaam, the son 
of Bepr ? And yet our Lord says, that those 
who arc evil cannot speak good things. But 
it h to be remarked, that good things are evil 
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things in evil men. Their corruption of heart 
poisons their best words and actions, for to 
the defiled and unbelieving there is nothing 
pure. Thus said the Lord of Hosts to Hag- 
gai, his messenger* "Ask how the priests con- 
cerning the law, saying, If one bear holy flesh 
in the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt 
do touch bread, or pottage, or wine, or oil, 
or any meat, shall it be holy ? And the priests 
answered and said, Mo. Then said Haggai, 
If one that is unclean by a dead body touch 
any of these, shall it be unclean ? And the 
priests answered and said, It shall be unclean. 
Then answered Haggai, and said, So is this 
people, and so is this nation oefore me, saith 
the Lord, and so is every work of their hands, 
and that which they offer there is unclean," 
Hag. ii. 11,-14. 

Not only their openly sinful works, but 
all their works were unclean. Their sacri- 
fices presented on the altar of the Lord were 
unclean, because their persons were unclean* 
Although they did not bring blind and lame 
beasts, like the people in.Malachi's time, al- 
though they did not offer them, like Nadab 
and Abihu, with strange (ire, but observed 
every rite prescribed by the law, their sacrifi- 
ces could not be accepted till they put away 
the evil of their doings from before God's 
eyes. 

Am you in a state of sin ? Whatever de- 
sires you feel of deliverance from it, whatever 
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efforts you use for the accomplishment of 
these desires, while you continue at a distance 
from Christ, you must be vile in the eyes of 
the all seeing God. How then can your de- 
sires or performances be pure? If you should 
justify yourselves* and allege that you have 
done all you can to make yourselves pure y 
your mouths would prove you perverse. The 
love of sin reigns unsubdued in your hearts. 
Should a man come with a petition for his life 
into the presence of his Prince, and appear 
before the arbiter of his life, with his face,. his 
hands, his clothes, all covered over with mire 
and dirt, would the Prince think himself hon- 
ored ? Would lie not command the presence 
chamber to be instantly cleared of a man who 
treated majesty with such contempt ? No pol- 
lutions are more abominable to us, than sin to 
God-; and every sinner before him, whatev- 
er his attainments are, is as an unclean thing, 
and all his righteousnesses are as filthy rags. 
The consideration of our sins might well 
cure us of those proud conceits by which we 
are prevented from humbling ourselves to the 
xlust before divine majesty. You know that 
you are chargeable with innumerable sins. 
But you are sorry that ever you behaved so 
foolishly. - Now you have attained more wis- 
dom, and will neverjreturn to your former 
follies. On the contrary, you resolve to cry 
mightily to God for the pardon of what you 
,. Uave done, and resolve, that if you have done 
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iniquity, you will do no more. What then ? 
Is God under any obligation to comply with 
your wishes ? This you will not venture to say. • 
Yet you would think yourself hardly dealt 
with, if, when you are as penitent as you can 
be without a new heart and a new spirit, you 
should be rejected. But why do you think it 
would be a hard thing? The damned in hell 
are a thousand times more penitent, with this 
kind of penitence, than you are. Is God a 
tyrant because he does not pluck them as 
brands out of the burning ? A great part of 
mankind, upon their death beds, mourn sore 
for the *ins of their past lives, and would 
give worlds that what has been done could be 
undone. Is God therefore under a necessity 
either from his justice, or from his goodness, 
to give them. repentance unto life? Then few 
gospel hearers would die in their sins, except 
those who die insane, or who are cut off so 
suddenly that they have not time to repent. 

These, you will say, have no title to mercy, 
because their vehement desires of favor from 
Cod are the mere effects of terror and of self 
love. What obligation can lie upon the - 
Almighty to shew mercy to men whose cries 
for help .are extorted by necessity, and who, 
if they were permitted to return to life, would 
probably return to their former impiety ? 
This is true. But what if it is as true of your- 
selves, as of those that are in the agonies of 

de^h ?* Your cries for mercy are the express 

Ma 
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$ions of your fear and grief for yourselves* 
The power of sin is so far from being destroy- 
ed, that if your fears were removed, it would 
operate as powerfully as ever ; ox rather, it 
has not ceased to operate, though in, a diffe- 
rent manner. It takes occasion, by the com- 
mandment coming into your souls, to work 
all manner of concupiscence. You are not 
yet reconciled to the law of God. Your enmi- 
ty against the purity and strictness of the law, 
apparent in your own enlightened conscien<. 
ces, though not to the world, is a strong indi- 
cation of the mighty power of sin. Sin, by the 
commandment, becomes exceeding .sinful, 
when it excites reflections against that justice 
which denounces wrath against every soul of 
of man that doth evil. 

You are better, you say, than you once 
were, although you cannot deny that you are 
still too bad. But what reason have you to 
say that you are better ? Do you take every 
thing into the account that ought to be- con- 
sidered ? If you are better in your outward 
conduct, are you not worse in the secret wor- 
kings of. enmity against the law, which is the 
same thing with enmity against God himself? 
Is your saying that you are better, any sign 
that you are disposed to receive salvation as 
the gift of free anc^ sovereign grace? You 
have, it seems, somewhat less need of the 
Physician than you had formerly. But those 
*rho need the Physician iare the sick, and j&ose 
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who are the most sensible of their sickness 
are the persons to whom the Physician is most 
welcome. 

You ought rather to think yourselves worse 
than better; and just convictions of sin will 
dispose you to account yourselves worse than 
ever formerly you thought yourselves. You 
have yet all the sins of your former lives 
upon your heads, and new sins every day 
and every hour added to them. A man was 
never in a worse state than he is at present, 
if he is not a believer in Christ, because he 
never had a greater load of transgressions 
upon his head. Every new sin adds to the 
causes of God's wrath, and none of the exer- 
cises or attainments of unconverted persons 
can free them, in the least degree, from the 
guilt of any of their former sins, or compen- 
sate for the new provocations, by which they 
daily offend the Most High. 

Consider your behavior since you were a- 
wakened to a concern for your salvation* 
Have you ever gratified any of your corrupt 
inclinations since the time that God began to 
remonstrate against them by the loud voice 
of your own consciences? Are you sure that 
you have not resisted the Holy Ghost, by 
complying with your own lusts, and with the 
devil, in opposition to his remonstrances ? If 
you have done so, how can you imagine that 
your prayers and tears have given you any 
title to the favor of God ? Do you not rath- 
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er merit worse damnation than ever, by wit* 
fully taking part against the Most High with 
his irreconcileable enemy ? 

Has fear or shame withheld you from ful- 
filling your former lusts? Consider what the 
service* are by. which you think you have 
merited some favor from God: Have you 
not offended God by many wandering imagi- 
nations in your devotion* ? Wherryou were 
singing God's praises, were your hearts al- 
ways fixed, and was your devotion always 
fervent ? When you read or heard his word, 
were your hearts always penetrated with that 
reverence which is due to the Author of it? 
And did you attend to it with that earnest- 
ness which might be expected from the inter* 
esting nature of the subjects about which God 
deals with us in his word ? When you duly 
consider how you have performed these ser* 
vices, by which you hope to deserve some 
favor, you will see that you ought rather to 
seek pardon for your duties as well as for 
your sins. Your righteousnesses are as fil- 
thy rags* If you pretend to require a com- 
pensation for them from God, they must be 
rejected with abhorrence. 

Presume mot to think that you can make 
God a debtor to such vile dust and ashes as 
you must acknowlege yourselves to be, but 
lie down in your shame, and let your confu- 
sion cover you, for you have transgressed a- 
.gainst the Lord, and your transgressions wifr 
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remain marked against you, till they are pur- 
ged away by the blood of Chri&t. 

3. That we cannot procure for ourselves 
any shadow of title to the grace of God, is* 
evident from the account which the Scripture 
gives m of that graGe by which sirvners are 
saved 

If Adam had persisted in his state of inno- 
cence, the reward bestowed upon him mig£ 
iiave been attributed to the grace of Gqf^j it 
a sense in which the word grace might, w^j 
out impropriety, be understood, He could 
not have merited by his works the glorious 
reward promised to him by the covenant off 
*woiks; and yet he would have been justly 
entitled to it, if he had persevered in upright- 
s*ess» 

But that grace, which is the spring of out 
salvation, excludes all works. ** By grace 
are ye saved, not of works, lest any man 
should boast." Men would have ground to 
boast, if tjjey could by their works procure 
that grace which must save them; or rather* 
that grace would be no grace, "for if it be of 
grace, it is no more of works, otherwise grace 
is no more grace." 

Grace is the spricg of our salvation, God's 
thoughts to us from eternity were thoughts 
of peace. Why ? Because he foresaw some 
good dispositions in us ? By no means. All 
the good dispositions that were ever to be 
founcfin us, are the fruits of God's electing 
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love. ** He chose us that we should be ho- 
ly ," not because he foresaw, that we would 
be holy. " Before the children were born, 
or had aone good or evil, that the purpose of 
God, according to election, might stand, not 
of works, but of him that catleih, it was said 
unto her, The elder shall serve the younger/' 
k JEph. i. 4. Rom ix. 12, 13. 
sins The glory of divine gr^ce is the end of our 
ways ;tion. He raises us to spiritual life, " that 
fop*^*^ ages to come, he may shew the exceed - 
inig riches of his grace, in his kindness to- 
wards us through Christ Jesus." How does 
God glorify the riches, tne exceeding riches 
of his grace ? By bestowing salvation upon 
sinful men, without respect to any worth in 
themselves, but according to the good plea- 
sure of his own goodness. Our Lord teach- 
es us what kind of glory is to be ascribed to 
divine grace, in that thanksgiving to the Fath- 
er, "I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heav- 
en, and earth, because thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and prudent, and hast 
revealed them unto babes* Even so, Fath- 
er, for so it seemed good in thy sight," Eph. 
ii. 7. Matt. xi. 25, 26. 

It is the glory of the p-ace of God to be 
free and sovereign, to dispense its favors to 
those who can find no reason, or shadow 
of reason, to ascribe them to any other 
source. For this reason, God has often cho- 
sen those who seemed of all others least 
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likely to be chosen, that no flesh shall glory 
in his presence, but that, as it is written, 
" He that glorieth, let him glory in the 
Lord," 1 Cor. i. 26, — 31. 

While ordinary sinners have been rejec* 
ted, great offenders have been made parta- 
kers of the rich blessings of divine merely, 
" Where t!he offence abounded, grace hath 
much more abounded, that as sin hath 
reigned unto death, even so grace might 
reign through righteousness unto eternal 
life, by Jesus Christ our Lord," Rom. v. 
20, 21. 

4. Th/ * ^octrine of our redemption by 
Christ V -eludes all ideas of entitling 

ourselv7 salv&l ess mgs of divine grace * 
by any j n the attainments, or by any 

exertic ^r own powers. 

Grace reigns through righteousness unto 
eternal lite, not by ourselves, but by Jesus 
Christ our Lord ; for it is he that hath ex- 
piated our sins, that hath procured for us 
our deliverance from the power of the old 
man, and all the blessings of salvation. To 
join any works done by us with the right- 
eousness of Christ, is, in so far, to place 
confidence in the flesh. But in Christ is 
all our salvation. He alone is our hope. 
Through his blood alone we are justified, 
and sanctified, and admitted to the posses- 
sion of all the felicities and glories of the* 
heavenly state. 
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If you think that you are qualified to par- 
take of divine grace, because you have done 
all that a man in your circumstances can do, 
you put your own works in the place of 
the h niched work of Christ your Saviour* 
Do you think that there is merit enough ia 
all your attainments and performances, to 
obtain for you the favoi of God, not with- 
standing of all you have done to provoke 
his wrath ? Then you hope that some of 
your sins will be overlooked, and that your 
remission is in part, if not completely, pro- 
cured by your own works. The blood of 
Jesus Christ does not cleanse you complete- 
ly from all your sins. Some of them arc 
cleansed away J or Some part of the guilt of 
them is removed by the nitre and soap of 
your own endeavors. For how can you 
have any shadow of title* to the favor of 
God, without the removal of that guilt by 
which you have provoked him? 

We are " justified freely by the grace of 
God, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus." Have you considered the 
large import of the^e words? To be justifi- 
ed freely, is to be justified without any 
cause in ourselves. It is to be justified 
purely through the redemption that is in 
Christ, according to the riches of the grace 
of God, while we have not a word to say 
in justification of ourselves. This is plain 
from the train of the apostle's reasoning in 
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the^passage where these words are found, 
Rom. iii. 9. What is the reason, that if we 
are justified *it all, we are justified freely by 
the grace of God, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus ? Because men are 
such sinful and miserable creatures, that 
every mouth must be stopped, andthe world 
is become guilty before God, Rom. iii. 19. 
23, 24. If our mouths are stopped by the 
faw, the gospel only can open them. We 
have nothing to plead but that righteous- 
ness which is the gift of God, to the unwor- 
thy and the vile. 

Through that death of Christ which has 
obtained our pardon, we are delivered from 
the dQminion of sin ; and till we partake of 
its virtue, sin reigns in us. That sentence 
by which our persons are justified, condemns 
our old man to destruction. "He that is 
dead is justified from sin," Rom. vi. 7. /. e. 
He who is dead with Christ by his justifica- 
tion, is delivered from sin. And if we are 
not delivered from sin till we have fellow- 
ship with Christ in his death, what can we 
claim from any of those works whjch we can 
do, before we are spiritually baptized into 
Christ, and into his death? Can they in any 
manner recommend us to God ? Then our 
salvation from sin is effected by ourselves in 
part, and effected while sin still reigns with 
in us. 

Believers in Christ perform works that 

N 
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are accepted, and graciously rewarded by 
God. But unbelievers, whatever their at- 
tainments are, have no part in Christ, and 
therefore, if they are accepted, it must be 
without the interposition of a mediator, or 
through some other mediator than the man 
Christ Jesus. If there be another Jesus be- 
sides him* whom Paul preached, through 
whom your services can come before God 
with acceptance, you may hope to procure 
.some title to the grace of God by your ex- 
ertionsundertheinfluenceofconscience,witb- 
out faith in Christ. If there is no advocate 
with the Father but Jesus Christ the righte- 
ous, expect not the acceptance of your per* 
sons and services, but through the faith of 
him. 

5. The nature of that faith by which we 
receive salvation, is a plain evidence that we 
cannot claim the favor of God on account of 
any of our attainments, before we believe. 

Whatever disputes and janglings may be 
found among Christians about the nature 
of faith in Christ, one thing is abundantly 
evident from the place assigned to it in our 
salvation, that it receives the blessings of 
Christ as a free gift conferred upon us by 
divine mercy, without any claim upon Goa 
on account of any thing in ourselves. Call 
to your remembrance an important text, % 
quoted a little ago," Every mouth is stopped 
by the law, and the whole worjd guilty be* 
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fore God ; therefore, by the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight." 
How then can any man be justified before 
God? "Freely by the grace or God, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
whom God hath set forth to be a propitia- 
tion through faith in his blood." Faith in 
the blood of Christ must then include a re- 
nunciation of all works in the believer, as 
the cause of his justification. It is the act 
of a sinner, who has nothing of his own to 
plead why he should not undergo the awful 
-sentence of the law which denounces the 
curse of God against him.* The law of 
faith is contrasted by the apostle with the 
law of works. The one, he says, allows, 
and the other excludes boasting. The one 
teaches men to look for the reward as a 
debt, and not as a gift of grace; the other 
teaches them to believe on him that justifies 
the ungodly by a righteousness without 
works. Rom.iii. 19, 23, 24, 27, iv. 5. 

What is the ground of your faith in Christ? 
Is it any thing in yourselves ? Is it not the? 
word of grace, in which salvation is exhib- 
ited, brought near, and offered to the un- 
godly ? If your faith is founded upon some- 
thing in yourselves, do you not trust in the 
flesh ? " But we are the circumcision which 
worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in 
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the 
.flesh." Abraham himself, the great pattern 
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of our faith, found nothing in himself of 
which he might glory before God. His seed 
must walk in the steps of his faith. This 
faith must claim nothing for them as a debt 
due to themselves. " It is of faith that it 
might be by grace, to the end that the pro- 
mise might be sure to all the seed," 

When the Galatian churches were per- 
verted by false teachers, they were far from 
wishing to have nothing more to do with 
Jesus Christ the Saviour, or with the grace 
that came to men by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. But they were made to believe that 
they could not.be justified by Christ, unless 
they performed certain works prescribed hy 
the law, which, in conjunction with the 
righteousness of Christ, would ensure their 
salvation. But what says the apostle?-^- 
"Who bath bewitched you, O foolish Gal- 
atians, that ye should not obey the truth? 
Are ye so foolish! having begun in the Spirit, 
are you now made perfect in the flesh?*' 

True faith cleaves to Christ alone> It 
trusts not in itself, nor in any works that 
go before, or follow it, but in the work fin- 
ished by Christ. It buys his gold and hne 
raiment, his milk and his honey, without 
money and without price. It brings noth- 
ing to him, but receives every thing from 
him, that all the glory of dur salvation may 
be attributed to him alone. It heartily as- 
sents to the declaration of a promising God. 
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* c Not for your sokes do I this. Be asham- 
ed and confounded for your own ways, O 
house of Israel" 

6. It is evident, > from experience, that 
many fall not to rise again* who once dis- 
covered great concern about their salva- 
tion. Balaam at one time, would not go 
beyond the commandment of the Lord to 
speak a single word; and yet, at another 
time, he gave counsel tor Balak to cast a 
stumbling block before the children of Is- 
rael to commit fornication, and to eat things 
sacrificed to idols. Many, at the last day, 
will have much to say of their attainments, 
who are found to have been workers of in- 
iquity, Matt, vii. 21, 22. We cannot have 
forgotten what is said in the parable of the^ 
sower concerning the stony ground and the 
thorny ground hearers, Matt, xiii, or what 
Peter says concerning men who have esca- 
ped the corruption that is in the world* 
through the knowlege of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ, and yet are again entan- 
gled and overcome. 2 Peter ii. 20. 

Will then some of the ungodly have rea- 
son to complain at the last day, that they had 
done every thing possiblp to be done in their 
circumstances, and yet come short of heav- 
en ? It is sufficient to say, in answer to this 
question, that the day of judgment is the 
day of the revelatioti of the righteous judg- 
ment of God. It will then be found that 

N2 
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men's destruction was of themselves, an<l 
that the reason why the hearers of the gos- 
pel, who continued in unbelief were not sa- 
ved, was that which Christ himself assigns, 
" Ye would notcome/unto me,that ye might 
have life." They could not repent, because * 
they would not. Whatever impression the 
truth made upon their consciences, they did 
not receive the love of the truth that they 
might be saved. If they had truly hungered 
and thirsted after righteousness, they would 
have received the blessing from the Lord. 

Who will be able to say at that day that 
he did what he could to obtain salvation ,Jand 
was disappointed ? Where is the man to be 
found, of whom it can be said that he does 
every thing that man can do to please God, 
in a suitableness to his condition, whether 
he is regenerate or unregenerate. 

It may perhaps be said of some, even of 
the ufcregenerate, that they makejevery reli- 
gious exertion which can be reasonably ho- 
ped for from men in their condition. What 
we have said of such persons is, that they 
cannot procure for themselves, b^r their exer- 
tions; a title to divine mercy. , We have not 
said that God will never have mercy upon 
them, for all the objects of divine mercy 
are persons that have no claim upon it.-— 
Those who seek to enter in and are not a- ' 
ble, meet with no injustice. They seek 
<ju?t as they ought to seek. God fulfils ev- ' 
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•ry promise of his word. He rewards ev- 
cry good work. He shews mercy to thou- 
sands that never could deserve it. He doe* 
injustice to none. 

But are there no promises in the word of 
, God, that if men do what they can, God 
will do for them what they cannot ? Where 
are such promises to be found ? " Your 
heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him." This some will say, 
is a promhe of the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask him the best way they can, before they 
partake of his grace ; for if they had alrea- 
dy received the grace of the Spirit, why 
should they ask hinr? But is it not said, 
"Let him ask in faith, nothing wavering, 
for he that wavereth is like a wave of the 
sea driven of the wind and tossed ; for' let 
not that man think that he shall receive any 
thing of the Lord ?" 

The Lord may hear prayers that are not 
presented to him in faith, for his mercy is* 
dispensed by him according to his own will. 
He heard the prayer of Jehoahaz^ for relief 
to Israel, although Jehoahaz never was a. 
sound believer, for he departed not all his 
days fromthe sins of Jeroboam. But he was 
not under any obligation to hear his pray- 
ers, nor had he any reason, from any prom- 
ises in the Bible, to hope that he would be^ 
heard. As God does for his people exceed- 
ing abundantly above what they ask or~ 
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think, so he often does for sinners what they 
had no reason to expect; for he is abund- 
ant in goodness and truth. He often gives 
what he hath not promised. He never gives 
less. He is not bound to accomplish the 
promises that we make to ourselves by our 
vain comments upon his words; but not 
aught shall fail of any good thing that he 
has given us reason from his word to expect* 
Bewill Ci give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask him." This is a powerful encourage- 
ment to seek the Spirit in his blessed influ- 
ences, although we do not feel his influence. 
We may say still more* It is an encourage- 
ment to those who are entirely destitute of 
the sanctifying influence of the Spirit, to 
ask. him. But how ? To ask him in faith* 
"We have certainly no encpuragement in the 
. Bible to ask, or to expect any thing without 
faith. Unbelievers cannot pray in faith, till 
theSpirit is given them to work faith in their 
hearts. But he giveth more grace to whom 
lie hath already given grace* for " to him 
that hath shall be given." Aiid those who 
have no grace are invited to ask what they 
want. God may be pleased to give that 
grace yhich they seek, when* in obedience 
to his word, they endeavor to seek it.. If 
grace were bestowed upon none but those 
who have some claim to it, it would be be- 
stowed upon none, or rather* it would not 
be grace. 
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We are not to infer from any thing which 
has been said, that it is absolutely in vain for 
persons in a natural state to attempt any act 
of religion, and that it is no worse for them to 
live according to the bent of theircorrupt af- 
fections without control, than to live soberly; 
or, that they may as well resign themselves to 
litter inactivity in every thing that belongs to 
religion, as strive to enter in at the strait gate, 
since so many strive to enter in and are not 
able. The following observations may con- 
vince us that the devil is the prompter of such 
pernicious counsels. 

i» Such a conclusion is directly contrary 
to the advice of our Lord Jesus Christ.-— 
<c Strive to enter in at the strait gate, for many, 
I say. unto you, shall seek to enter in, and 
shall not be able." The reason why our cor- 
rupt minds tell us it is useless to strive, is the 
reason why we should strive to enter in. Will 
you comply with the advice of your great ene* 
my, or your best friend? You cannot have 
a better friend than Christ. You cannot have 
a worse enemy than him who persuades you 
to reject the counsel of Christ. 

2. Although duties performed with moral 
seriousness by unregenerate persons are not 
acceptable to God, yet they are not so bad as 
the omission of them. If our very prayers, 
say some, are sinful, it is better not to pray. 
It is indeed better not to pray, than to pray 
like the ancient Pharisees, merely to be seed 
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of men, and to obtain a fake reputation for 
piety, to be used for malignant purposes. 
But when motives of conscience, and a sense 
of our dependence upon God, induce us to 
pray, although we cannot pray In faith, we 
are not behaving in such a sinful manner as 
those who utterly neglect prayer. There is, 
in some respects, a like difference between 
morally serious persons and profane persons, 
as between Judas and Peter when the one de- 
nied the Lord through weakness, and the oth- 
er betrayed him through wilful wickedness* 
Sins differ greatly from one another in their 
nature and aggravations ; and, if you say that 
k is as good for a man to do nothing at all 
in religion, as to do nothing in an acceptable 
manner, you err as widely as the ancient Sto- 
ics, who alleged that all sins were equal. 

You have read the history of Amaziah* 
king of Judah, who did that which was right 
in the sight of the Lord, " But not like Da- 
vid his father,*' as one of the inspired writers 
says ; or, " not with a perfect heart," as an- 
other of them expresses it. He was blessed 
with prosperity by God, while he practised 
the duties of religion, though not with a per- 
fect heart. He was severely reproved, threa- 
tened and punished by God, when he cast off 
the profession of the true religion. Why so } 
He was no worse than before, if profligates 
are not worse than formalists. The sin. of 
the former consists in the utter contempt qf 
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God j the latter entertain come reverence for 
him, though they are destitute of that holy- 
fear which is tempered and sweetened with 
love. The former, regard God so little, that 
they will not so much as pay an external obe- 
dience to his commands ; the latter durst not 
for their lives and .souls treat God's com- 
mandments with such piofane neglect, al- 
though they cannot serve him with that con- 
fidence and love which he requires. The wil- 
ful wickedness of the one is certainly more 
criminal than the weakness of the other. 

3. ■ Diligent use of the means of grace usu» 
ally produces good effects, even when they 
are not attended with saving grace. There 
are common as well a* saving influences of 
the Spirit. The former, though they do not 
necessarily accompany salvation, are of great 
advantage to the world and to the church. 

When persons are accustomed to the rea* 
ding and hearing of God's word, although 
they are not sanctified, they are preseived 
from many evils into which others fall. They 
escape, a« the apostle Peter says, the corrupt. > 
tion that is in the world through lust. If they 
fall away, their la;t state is indeed worse than 
their first. But they do not always fall away; 
and till they do, they are preserved from many 
evils into which they might have fallen, evils 
hurtful to the body, to the soul, to the estate. 
And they are induced by powerful motives 
to do jpany things beneficial to society and U» 



tg6 ON THE SOVEREIGNTY OF OH ACE 

the church, and to do things also which may 
prove eventually beneficial to their own souls 
as well as to the souls of other men. " Wis- 
dom excelled* folly, as far as light excel teth 
darkness." This is true of scientific and of 
moral wisdom, though in a far higher sense 
of spiritual wisdom. It is a question which 
perhaps we cannot answer, whethei Cyrus of 
Persia ever knew the grace of God in truth. 
But allowing him to have, never attained any 
higher wisdom than that for which he is cele- 
brated by all the world, who does not see that 
his character was incomparably superior to 
that of his son, Cambya.es. The former was 
a blessing, the latter a curse, to their many 
millions of subjects. Thus, in private life, 
profane persons are the bane of society, while 
men of sober and decent conduct are useful 
to all with whom they are connected. It 
must indeed be confessed that iheir sobriety, 
and their virtuous conduct, are a snare to 
themselves if they trust to them, and may be- 
come a .snare to their thoughtless neighbors, 
if their accomplishments are supposed to pro- 
cure that respect from God to which they 
are entitled from men. But there is nothing 
so good in this woild, a? to be incapable of 
being abused to bad purposes. Real piety 
may be perverted to bad purposes. Paul neecU 
ed a thorn in his flesh to preserve him from 
being lifted up above measure by the abun- 
dance of the revelations that were made to him. 
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'When Reboboam and the princes of Judah 
humbled themselves, and returned to the ob- 
servance of the law, it is said that in Judah 
things went well, and yet it is said that he did 
evil, because he prepared not his heart to seek 
the Lord, ft Chron. xii 15. 

4. Those who diligently use the means of 
grace are much more likely than those who des* 
pise them, to partake of the graceof the Spirit* 
Although a natural man cannot perform 
any duty in a manner acceptable to God, yet, 
in the practice of it, he uses those means by 
which God uses to communicate his grace to 
them who shall be the heirs of salvation. When 
we hear or read the word of God, we ap- 
proach the tabernacles of God, if we do not 
come to God himself. He is present in his 
own institutions, to command the blessing, 
even life forevermore. Nor does he confine 
his blessings to his sincere worshippers. Of- 
ten has he been found in his house by them 
that asked not for him, or that never sought 
him after the due order. How is it that so 
many millions have been truly converted ? By 
the gospel of his grace. 1 1 is the power of God 
to the salvation of the lost. " The entrance of 
his word giveth light, it giveth understanding 
unto the simple." *' The law of the Lord is 
perfect, converting the soul." What soul? Of 
the sinner certainly ; for Christ in his word 
calls not the righteous, but sinners to repent- 
£ace» The word is ineffectual without the 
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Spirit; and it would be presumptuous in sin- 
ners to imagine that we can procure for our- 
selves the gift of the spirit. But it is not pre- 
sumptuous to believe that wherever God re- 
cords his name, he will come to his people and 
bless them. M There shall be showers of 
blessings, and God will make all the places a- 
bout his hill a blessing;" and may not sinners, 
when they go up to the hill of the I ord^ in- 
dulge the humble hope that God, for his own 
sake and not theirs, may make them sharers 
of his liberality ? 

We cannot pray as we ought, but we should 
endeavor to pray, and to pray in faith; and 
who knows but God, who has commanded 
even unbelievers to believe and to- pray, may 
give them that grace by which they will be en- 
abled to perform acceptable devotion ? It i& 
the duty of all, believers and unbelievers, to 
do what he requires, and when they are sensi- 
ble they can not do it, toendeavor, in a depen- 
dence on his own grace, to do it. When Je> 
sus said to Pete*$ 4< Let down thy net into 
the sea," Peter said, "Lord, I haye toiled all 
night, and have caught nothing, yet at thy 
word I will let down the net into the sea."— - 
Peter could easily let down his net into the 
sea; but what did that signify ? He could not 
force the fishes to come into it. He had 
toiled in vain all the night, and it was not 
likely that the poor animals which had avoid- 
ed his nets in the night ; would be caught in the 
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day; but Jesus had commanded him to let 
down his net into the deep, The word of 
Jesus was sufficient. He lets down his net, 
and the divine power brings more fishes than 
the net could bear. 

You cannot meditate- with delight on the 
truths of God, but you can recal them to 
your minds, you can revolve them in your 
thoughts. What you cannot do God can 
do. He can command light to shine into 
your souls, by means of that word which he 
hath given to be a lamp to your feet, and a 
light to your paths. 

Some will allege, that the doctrine on 
which we havp been discoursing so long is 
Very unpleasant'. 56 this is a hard saying, who 
can hear it ?" said some of the hearers of Je- 
sus. But we must not confine our attention 
to pleasant subjects. It is much more pleas- 
ant to think of some of those glorious victo- 
ries which our soldiers and seamen have gain- 
ed in former wars, than to think of the dan- 
gers that threaten us at present from France. 
Evils must be thought of when they are pre- 
sent, or when they are approaching, that they 
may be removed, or kept at a distance. It 
is unpleasant to hear of our extreme depra- 
vity* and our utter inability to do any thing 
for our owp relief, or to procure relief from 
him who is able to give it. But it is not only 
useful, it is necessary for us to know our 
condition, that we may not deceive ourselves 
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tvith false hopes. Self confidence is natural 
to as. It shifts its forms, and assumes so ma- 
ny different shapes, that like Satan transform- 
ing himself into an angel of light, it will de- 
ceive us to our ruin, if we are not on our 
guard. Even we, who have so often read the 
Bible, and have often heard of the danger of 
trusting to our own righteousness, ought not 
to think that we are in no danger of being 
entangled in that snare of the devil, which has 
proved fatal to so many of our race. It is 
necessary for lis often to call to mind how 
little we can do for ourselves, or rather, that 
without Christ we can da nothing. Our cor- 
rupt nature, in which there dwelleth no good 
thing, will often tell us that we can at lea§t 
do something that should procure divine fav- 
or, and its proud dictates must be counteracted 
by the faithful representations which the word 
of God makes of our condition. We greatly 
need the grace of God; but the great loss is, 
that we are little sensible of our need. We 
are disposed to think that we are rich, or 
that, if we are poor* we have it in our power 
to procure, one way or other, what we need. 
If it be true, that nothing is more danger- 
our than pride, nothing more necessary than 
humility, those doctrines must be necessary, 
whose tendency it is to humble the haughty 
heart of man, that renouncing all thoughts of 
merit in any form, we may submit to the righ- 
teousness of faith, and view it as the gift of 
grace. 
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"God* I thank thee that I am not as other 
men." This was the language of the proud 
Pharisee. " God be merciful to me a sinner." 
iThis language of the publican is fijted to the 
mouth of fallen creatures That we may speak 
this language' in sincerity, it is necessary to 
know how worthless and how weak we are. 

Some will make a very bad improvement 
of the most humbli >g and salutary truths. If 
we are so unable, they will say, to do any thing 
truly good, or any thing that may entitle us 
to expect what is good from God, we cannot 
be greatly blamed for not doing what we can- 
not do. Who would blame a man because 
he cannot fly like birds, when nature has re- 
fused him wings. And who will blame men 
for their inability to do any thing that can 
please God, when he does not think fit to give 
us strength in our natural constitution, or to 
give us grace by his Spirit, to do what. is pleas- 
ing in his sight? 

The answer to this question is too easy. 
God is certainly not a hard master, reaping 
where he has not sowji, and gathering where 
he has not strewed; but we are wasteful and 
wicked servants, who have, by our apostacy 
from God, disabled and indisposed ourselves / 
for his service. God is so far from being ob- 
liged to accommodate his laws to the powers 
left us in our fallen state, that he is obliged, if 
we may speak so, to the very reverse. He 
is holy by a necessity inherent in his nature, 
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and therefore he cannot but require service 
from us, which we cannot perform. If he 
could be pleased with any thing, that in our fal- 
len state, we can do, he must be pleased with 
sin, and must forfeit all the glory of his name, 
as the Holy One of Israel, who is of purer 
eyes than to behold sin, or to look upon ini- 
quity. 

If you ask why he does not confer upon 
all sinners such a measure of help, that they 
may be enabled to merit something still bet- 
ter from him by the good improvement of 
what they have, I would ask you two or there 
questions in return. What claim have all 
men upon God for that grace which you think 
he ought to bestow upon them, and what rea- 
son have you to think, that if all men were 
put in possession of that little strength, which 
you think they might improve to such ad- 
vantage, they would make u*e of it to the end 
for which it was given them ? 

What claim have fallen men to that grace 
which you think would be so useful to them? 
Have they not justly incurred the curse of 
God? Is ther* unrighteousness in him who 
says, "Cursed is every one that continueth 
not in all things which are written in the book 
of the law to do them ?" But if this curse is 
not only deserved, but incurred, if men are 
by nature children of wrath, the wonder is 
not that all men are not made partakers of 
spme measure of grace, sufficient, if well im-v 
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proved, to procure more grace, but that any 
son of man was ever made a partaker of that 
grace which seems to be entirely excluded by 
the curse. Is not God impartial in his revenge 
ing justice ? Why then are not all men punish- 
ed as well as devils, according to their doings? 
Say not, that the sin of fallen angels was worse 
than the sin of man, and therefore they deser- 
ved more grievous punishment Mow do you 
know that their first sin was as much wors* 

m 

than yours as you suppose? But let it be sup* 
posed a hundred times more criminal than the 
sin of man, impartial justice demands that the 
lesser, as well as the greater criminal, should 
be punished according to his demerit. It is 
no less just that he who deserves the lash should 
be scourged, than that he who deserves the 
gibbet should be hanged. Now we must learn 
from the sentence of the law what the sin of 
man deserved. We deserved death no less 
than devils, although devils, who were our 
tempters, might deserve a more horrible death. 
To say, therefore, that God dealt hardly with 
fallen man, because he has not been pleased 
to bestow some degree of grace upon him, is* 
' in effect, to allege that he is not good because 
he is righteous; that he uses us harshly be- 
cause he will not deny himself; that if he is 
not altogether such as ourselves, he is the less 
to be respected by us, because he prefers his 
own dignity to the interest of those criminals 
who have treated his laws with disdain* 
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But how do you know, that if all men had 
received a small stock of grace, they would 
have improved it to such good purposes as 
you allege ? We received in our father Ad- 
am a perfect ability for the doing of God's 
commandments, and rectitude of disposition 
for the proper improvement of our powers. 
What use did we make of our powers ? God. 
made man upright, but he sought out many 
inventions. How do you know you could 
make abetter use of your little stock of holi- 
ness, opposed by the mighty power of your 
natural corruption, than Adam did of the 
complete holiness of his nature, unopposed 
by any tendency to sin ? 

God hath bestowed upon us very precious 
gifts in the faculties and powers of our souls. 
Many talents are allotted to us, of which we 
might make great use for our advancement 
in understanding and virtue. But are there 
any of us that make such use as might be 
made of them? If there are, have we not 
reason to acknowledge that our improvement 
of our talents is no less a gift from God than 
the talents themselves ? 

God bestows sanctifying grace upon all 
true believers, and they " keep themselves 
that the wicked one touch them not •' But 
whence is it that they keep themselves ? Not 
by their own power, but by the Holy Ghost 
which dwelleth in them. Leave them to them- 
selves, and the grace which they have recei- 
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Ved will die out, and leave them involved in 
destruction and perdition. 

I might ask further of those who would 
have God to bestow a little stock of grace 
upon all men, that by the good improve* 
ment of it, they might entitle themselves to 
more, how they are to entitle themselves to 
more by the improvement of what they have. 
There are only two conceivable ways of en- 
titling themselves to more by the improve- 
ment of what they have ; either by merit of 
some kind in what they do, or by a promise 
annexed to the performance of certain con- 
ditions. The former of these ways is hope- 
less, for who can merit any thing at God's 
hand? "Who hath first given unto him, 
and it shall be recompensed unto him again ?" 
The second is no less hopeless ; for all the 
promises made to sinful men are yea and 
amen in Christ. And there is no other pos- 
sible way of making them yea and amen, 
when the curse of God must stand in full 
force to every sinner, till he is made a par- 
taker of the salvation of Christ, Is it possi- 
ble that the curse of the law can bind us over 
to condemnation, and that we at the same 
time should be qualified to procure to our- 
selves the favor of God, by the performance 
of certain conditions, however easy in the 
performance ? Either the curse or the pro- 
mise must, in that case, be made of no effect. 

On the whole, k appears that if it is the 
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will of God to extend grace to lis, it must Be 
f ** done, not by conferring some degree oY good- 
f ncss to put us into a condition of trafficking 

[ -with heaven for more. This cannot be dune 

either to the glory of God, or our own bene- 
fit; but he must give us at once abundance 
of grace, and of the gift of righteousness, by 
delivering us from the power of darkness, 
and translating us into the kingdom of his 
dear Son* In Christ Jesus we "are created 
unto good works, not that our salvation may 
be suspended upon our due improvement 6f 
the' grace given us, but that, under the al- 
mighty influence of the Spit it of Christ, We 
may walk forward in the ways of God, being 
assured that he who hath begun the work of 
grace in us, will keep us from falling, and at 
last present us faultless before the presence 
of his glory with exceeding joy. 1 conclude 
with some exhortations. ' ' ' 

i. Seek to obtain the knowlege of the law 
of God, that, in the light of it, you may 
know your natural corruption, your utter in- 
ability to do any good thing, or to obtain for 
yourselves a title to the favor of God. If you 
are alive in your own conceit, it is because 
you are without the law. When the com- 
mandment o mes in its light and power, you 
will find that you are dead men, and as unfit 
to merit any thing from God, as a dead main 
to work, kom. vii. 9. 

2. lie willing to know and to acknowledge 
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the worst concerning yourselves. " A man's 

Eride will be brought low." If you were as 
igh as the morning star, your pride would 
bring you down to the lower parts of the 
earth. We are already 4 brought very low 
by our sins, why should we bring ourselves 
still lower by our pride? I will put you in 
mind of two ways of speaking, as opposite 
to qne another as that of the Pharisee and 
publican. The one Jsr that of the hypocrite, 
spoken pf^Isa lviii. " Wherefore Jjave we 
fasted, fay they, and thou seest not? — 
Wherefore have we afflicted our souls, and 
tbpu takest no knowledge?" You see their 
'sentiments were the same with yours, who 
think that by your good works, or by the 
best ill works to your power, you may pro- 
cure some title to the favor of God. But 
did they obtain any thing of the Lord ?. Al- 
though they took delight in approaching 
to God, he repelled their advances with in- 
dignation. " • 

The other way of speaking of which % 
put you in mind, is that of the good centu- 
rion who said to Jesus, " J am not worthy 
that thou shouldest come under my roof." 
His Jewish friends told JesuS ? that he was 
worthy of a cure to his servant, but he rec- 
koned himself not worthy that Jesus should 
come under his roof. How different was his 
spirit from theirs who think themselves 
. worthy that Jesus should come into their 
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hearts, and enrich them with all the bles- 
sings of *his grace ! 

3. Let all your hope be placed in the mer* 
cy of the Lord. " It is not of him that wil- 
leth, nor of him that runneth/' What 
then ? Does the apostle, mean to drive us to 
despair ? If we can do nothing that wilj 
give us the least shadow of title to the favor 
of God, is not our strength and hope utter- 
ly gone ? Your strength and hope is utterly « 
perished from man, but not from the Lord* 
You can do nothing to entitle yourselves 
to the divine mercy ; but the Lord hath 
mercy on whom he will have mercy. His. 
mercy is revealed to you, and you are call- 
ed to come to his mercy seat that you may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in the 
time of need, Matt. xix. 

4. Endeavor diligently to continue using 
the means of grace. Say not, To what pur- 
pose, since we can do nothing to please 
God ? For this very reason you are to use 
them, because you can do nothing. " With 
men, indeed, it is impossible,*' says our 
Lord, w but with God all things are possi- 
ble;" and where are. you most likely to 
meet with him, and to obtain that mercy 
which you so greatly need ? Is he not found 
in his institutions ? There he Has often been 
found of those that never sought him, nor 
could seek him, in an acceptable manner, 
Eph, i. 13. Acts throughout. 
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5. Be not satisfied with the use of means* 
without obtaining that grace which you 
©ught to seek in them. It is unwise for 
men to continue long in the. place of the 
breaking forth of children. You never work 
the work of God, if you do not believe on 
him whom he hath sent. ^ 

Do not think that your religious attain- 
ments will be a security against the wr&th of 
God, and the curse of his law. Christ is? , 
your only security. What could it avail the 
lawyer spoken of Mark xii. 3 r. that h6 was 
not far from the kingdom of God, if he was 
not translated into it ? What does it avail 
a patient to have a prospect of his recover* 
ing his health, if that prospect is not realiz- 
ed ? It may be very prejudicial to him, by 
making him careless about employing the 
physician. There is not salvation in any oth- 
er but in Christ, and none shall perish more 
miserably than those who die within sight 
of this Saviour. 

We do not insult you when we call upon 
you to believe on Christ, although you can- 
not believe on him except the Fattier draw 
you. We publish in your ears, the com- 
mandment of God, and it L certainly a gra- 
cious commandment, not intended to en- 
snare you, but to direct you hi -the path of 
life* Nor ought you to decline -obedfente to 
it, because you cannot obey it by your own 

strength, when it is* in the strength of God 

P 
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that we call you to obey it. " In his name," 
says God, " shall the gentiles trust/' Thou- 
sands, millions of the Gentiles have already 
been made, by his grace, to trust in Christ ; 
and he that gathers the outcasts of Israel 
with the Gentiles to the blessed Shiloh, 
saith, " Yet will I gather others unto him be- 
sides those that are gathered unto him/' 

But perhaps you have frequently attemp- 
ted in vain to take hold of God's covenant. 
Your most ardent wishes have been disap- 

?ointed. Your hopes have deceived you. 
r ou have labored for nought, and in vain, 
and therefore no hope is left for yoy. You 
must either lie down in sorrow and despair, 
or forceaway your thoughts from the wretch- 
edness of your condition and prospects, by 
following after those strangers that you for- 
merly loved, and seeking 'such relief from 
the fulfilling of worldly lusts as it can afford. 
God forbid that you should fall oft from 
your diligent attendance upon the means of 
grace, or relax in your care to improve them, 
or that, in despair of obtaining the best 
blessings, you should endeavor to find the 
life of your souls in worldly or sensual lusts*. 
What could more effectually harden your 
spirits, or provoke God to leave you to wan- 
der forever in the way of your own hearts, 
till htfpeless perdition becomes your portion? 
What condition can be more dreadful than 
that of backsliders, who shall be filled with 
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their own way ? How tremendous are these 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ ! "When 
the evil spirit is gone out of a man, he walk- 
eth through dry places, seeking rest, and 
findeth none. Then he saith,I will return 
unto my house from whence I came out ; 
and when he is come, he findeth it empty, 
swept and garnished. Then goeth he, and 
taketh with himself jscven other spirits more 
wicked than himself, and they come and 
dwell there; and the last state of that man is 
worse than his first. Even so shall it be also 
unto this wicked generation." That wick- 
ed generation enjoyed such means of grace 
as had never been enjoyed, the ministry of 
John Baptist, who was greater than any that 
had been ever born ofwomen before him, 
and the ministry of Jesus himself. Many 
were willing for a season to rejoice in the 
light of John, and came and were baptized 
of him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins, and promising to renounce them. Ma- 
ny heard the words of Jesus likewise with 
joy, and promised to bring forth much 
fruit. But the impressions made upon them 
were transient. The devil was, in appear- 
ance, cast out of them, and they refused to 
perform that service to him which they had 
formerly done. But their religious 'affec- 
tions decayed. They forgot that they were 
purged from their old sins, and plunged 
themselves deeper than ever in the horrible 
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pit of iniquity. The Spirit, whom they had 
vexed and quenched, left them. The devil 
recovered his former possession, and carried 
them captive at his will. 

Far be it from us, you will say, to enter- 
tain the thought of seeking that rest in the 
gratification of earthly or sensual desires, 
which can be found only in Christ. JJutjwe 
find ourselves in danger of sinking into des- 
pondency from frequent' disappointments* 
We have soiight to enter into the way of life, 
but have not been able ; and why should 
we wait for the Lord any longer? 

But why have so many sought to enter in, 
and have not been able ? The great reason 
.why the Jews did not enter in, was because 
they sought righteousness,* not by faith, but 
by the works of the law. "Labor to enter 
into God Vrest^ that you fall not after the 
same example of unbelief. " One great rea- 
son why you have not hitherto sought, by 
faith unfeigned, to enter into the way of life, 
was, that you entertained secret hopes that 
you might at last, by your own exertions, 
obtain what you sought. You were not per- 
haps sufficiently sensible of the great truths 
we have been endeavoring to impress upon 
your minds, your utter inability either to 
work faith in yourselves, or to do any thing 
to move th$ compassion of God, or to merit 
his favor. Experience of your inability to 
do, or to merit any .thing truly good, may 
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shut you up to the faith. Commit your way 
wholly unto the Lord. „ Look to Christ for 
power to believe. Attend to his quickening 
vfcice. The words which he speaks are spi- 
rit and life. " Awake, thou that sleepest^ 
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
give thee light." 

Have you believed through grace? You 
see to whom all the glory is to be ascribed. 
Magnify him who hath done great things 
for you ; and never forget, that not for 
your sakes but for his own name's sake, he 
hath made a happy change in your condition. 
Let that grace which hath done wonders for 
you bb your trust, your joy, your praise. 
Walk humbly with your God, and shew the 
truth of your faith, and the efficacy of the 
doctrine of free grate, by all holy conver- 
sation and godliness. 

Finally, learn from this subject how need- 
ful it is to join earnest prayer to God witli 
all the means that you may use for the con- 
version and salvation of others. You may 
persuade them to do many things, as Herod 
was persuaded by John to do much, but you 
cannot persuade any man into a state of sal- 
vation. Instruct, correct, admonish your 
children in 'obedience to God ; but do these 
things under the persuasion, that if they are 
bor n again Jit must be not of the will of the flesh , 
nor of the will of man, but of God. What- 
ever you do for the advantage of any souls 
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will be of no use but to render them more 
inexcusable, unless the grace of God maketh 
effectual ; for " it is not of him that willeth 
nor of him that funneth, but of God that 
sheweth mercy/' 

i 

- DISCOURSE HI- 
—But of God that sbeweth mercy. Rom. ix. \6. 

When we confine our views to ourselves, 
we find nothing but sorrow and vexation ;~ 
but when we look to the blessed God, we 
see light *nd gladness. " It is not of him 
that willeth, norofhim that runneth/' If 
we stop here, we sink into despair. We are 
utterly lost. We can do nothing to relieve 
ourselves, or to procure the favor of him 
who alone can help us. " But of God that 
sheweth mercy." The sound of mercy is 
music to our ears, sweet as the songs of 
atigels. Let us rejoice and be glad. The 
mercy, not of a creature, but of God, is 
our hope and our exceeding joy. 

Of our own utter inability to help our- 
selves, or to entitle ourselves to favor from 
God, we have already heard. And if we 
have been humbled to the dust by the view 
of our own weakness and worthlessness, we 
will attend with transports of joy to what 
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the apostle says concerning the mercy of God. 
His words in this place teach us, that the- 
free and sovereign mercy of God is the 
spring of our conversion and salvation. 

More particularly, the following instruc- 
tions are comprehended in this text. 

1. That our salvation is to be ascribed to 
the mercy of God. 

2« That the mercy of God shines with a 
distinguished lustre in our salvation, 

3. That this mercy is free. 

4. That it is sovereign. 

5. That our dependence on the mercy of 
God for our salvation is a capital doctrine 
of the Bible, taught by all the inspired wri- 
ters, from Moses to the last of them. 

1. That our salvation is to be ascribed 
to the mercy of God. 

This appears from the account which 
Scripture gives, and which experience too 
well confirms, of the misery of our natural 
condition. We are fallen so low, that noth- 
ing but divine power can raise us up ; and 
what but mercy in God, equal to his power, 
could have moved him to raise us up from 
that wretched condition which was the just 
punishment of our unprovoked rebellion a- 
gainst his government ? We find the saints 
in Scripture frequently ascribing to the mer- 
cy of God their deliverance from sickness, 
their preservation in danger, their exalta- 
tion from a low to a prosperous condition, 



If6 0N THE SOVEREIGNTY OF "G ft ACE 

" I will praise thee, O Lord my God* with 
all my heart, and I wiH glorify thy name for- 
evermore ; for great is thy mercy towards 
me, and thou hast delivered my soul from 
the lowest 'hell." The lower that hell was 
from which he was delivered, the more glo- 
riously was the mercy of God displayed in 
his deliverance, and the more deeply was 
his heart affected with gratitude. Now the 
lowest hell from which we can be delivered 
in this world, is that of which the same ho- 
ly writer speaks wheii he says, Psal. cxxx. 
" Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, 
O Lord* If thou, Lord, shouldest mark 
iniquity, O Lord, who shall stand ?" Out of 
that hell he was delivered, and calls upon 
Israel to hope in the Lord for the same, or 
the like displays of his grace, " Let Israel 
hope in the Lord"*, for with the Lord there 
is mercy, and with him there is plenteous 
redemption, and he shall redeem Israel from 
all his iniquities," Psal. Ixxxvi. 12. i3*cxxx* 
2. The mercy of God shines with distin- 
guished lustre among the divine perfections 
in our salvation. 

All the revealed attributes of God shine 
forth gloriously in this blessed work, fie 
sheweth strength with his arm in redeem- 
ing us from the worst of bondage. He is 
faithful and just in forgiving our sins, and, 
in cleansing us from all unrighteousness. 
Mercy and truth meet together, righteous- 
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i>e?s and peace kiss each other. We cannot 
therefore sufficiently praise any of these divine 
perfections to which we are so infinitely; in- 
debted, and ought ^o be cautious of deroga- 
' ring from any divine attribute its just glories* 
to exalt another. These glqries perfectly 
harmonize in the face of Christ our Redeem- 
er, and in the work of his Spirit. Yet rijis may 
be said, that the work of our salvation was 
designed ^bove others for the display of God's 
pity to the miserable, and of his grace to the 
worthless. He displayed the glory of his pow- 
er, of his wisdom, of his incomparable excel- 
lency in holiness and righteousness, when he 
created the heavens, and the earth, and their 
innumerable hosts. He displayed the glory 
of his mercy from the beginning, in his kind 
administration of Providence towards sinful 
men. Yet the glory of these displays of his 
mercy appears chiefly in the work of salva- 
tion. Without a purpose of saving some of 
the lost race of Adam, there would have been 
pq .room for such wonders of patience, and 
. forbearance, and long suffering goodness as 
these, of which all generations have been the 
witnesses. It is mercy that spares, for a 
time, those who must perish forever, because 
they are not lead by the goodness of God to 
repentance. But hereby perceive we the di- 
vine excellency of the mercy of God, that he 
not only gives them space for repentance, 
and powerful motives, but actually bestows 
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repentance unto life upon sinners. If the/ 
were not recovered from the snares of the de- 
vil by an Almighty arm, they would go oit ] 
frowardly in the way of their hearts, till their 
condition become no less hopeless than that 
of the abhorred enemy of God and men. 

What is it but the loving kindness and mer- 
cy of the Lord that engaged all his divine 
perfections to co-operate for the salvation of 
sinful men ? 

What can be a more delightful subject of 
our contemplation, than the mercy of God, 
as it shines forth in all those mighty works 
that have been done, and will be done for us 
in Christ Jesua? When we consider the irre-^ 
sistible operation of divine power, the flaming 
glories of his holiness, the, inflexibility of his 
justice, we are filled with consternation if we 
forget that God is no less abundant in mercy 
than in righteousness. But every perfection 
of the divine nature is a fountain of joy, when 
we view it in its co-operation with saving 
mercy. , Then do we give thanks at the re;. 
membrance of his holiness. Then, at every con- 
templation of the divine excellency, we break 
forth into transports of joyful praise. u Thjs 
God," so great and glorious beyond all our 
blessings and praises, " is our God forever 
and ever; he will be our 1 guide unto death," 
and beyond death. " Glory to God in the 
highest, peace an earth, and good will towards 
men, ,? 



1 



W THE CONVERSION OF SINNERS Iff 

g. That m£rcy which saves us is free. 

We do not mean only that it is not merit- 
ed, but likewise that it is exercised towards us 
without the consideration of any works or 
conditions performed by us. If Adam had 
not sinned, he would not have merited the 
favor of God, but he would have been end- 
tied to it through works of rightdbusness 
performed by himself, according to the tfen- 
or of that covenant which God made with 
him. "The man that doth these things 
shall live by them/' But we have the decisive 
authority of the apostle for asserting, that the 
language of the gospel is quite different from 
that of the law, and that boasting, which is 
admitted by the one, is excluded by the other, 
Rom. iii. 27* x. 5,6,7, 8. 

That the mercy which converts and saves 
us must be absolutely free, is evident from 
the natural state of men. " We ourselves 
were sometimes," he says, " foolish, disobedi- 
ent, deceived* serving divers lusts and pleas- 
ures, livings in malice and envy, hateful, and 
hating one another; but after that, the love 
and lugdjiess of God our Saviour towards 
men appeared, not by works of righteousness 
-which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regene- 
ration, and the renewing of the Holy Chost." 

" Tell me," says Paul, " ye that desire to 
be under the law, do ye not hear the law ?'*■ 
The same address, we pay make to all that 
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would suspend our faith in die mercy of God 
tipoii conditions which must be performed by j; 
ourselves. These are the men who still desire* ■ 
to be under the law, though they would have 
the' law modified to suit their condition and 
abilities. ' But what the- law 1 said from the be- 
ginning, h'stiii continues, and wili continue to 
the end to say, " Cursed is every one that 
continued not in alt things which are written 
, in the book df the law to do them." We cati 
do nothing to procuite the favorof God, un- 
less we could deli veT ourselves from the curse.* , 
While it lies upon us, we are cursed in all the 
work pf out hands. ' » ' 

' fcfacl we only one sin to answer for, it must 
utterly preclude all hopes'" of recommending 
ourselves to the mercy of God,* till it is done 
away. The best services that all the saints 
ev£r performed to Gdd, from rhe days of Ad- 
am to this hour,* were they ail- collected into 
one sum, would not be a ransom for oncsin- 
ner, nor a price for the pardon of one sin. 
Hew absurd then is it to imagine that We can, 
in any sense, entitle ourselves to the co^i vert- 
ing grate of God, by any' sefvieer^done to * 
him before our conversion, when it is certain^ 
that 6ven at our highest attainments, wc are 
continually adding to the number of these 
sins, not one of which can be pardoned, but 
for God's own nam,e's sake through the blood 
of, Christ. 
* 1)0 you need pardori? This question, you 
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will say, is needless. Who does not need par- 
don ? Who does not confess that he needs it ? 
But if you must be glad to receive the pardon 
of your sins from God, you must receive it 
as the gift of free mercy- This Paul plainly 
considers as an incontrovertible truth, when 
he produces a text that speaks of the blessed- 
ness of the pardoned sinner, as a proof of his 
doctrine of righteousness without works: " E- 
ven as David describeth the blessedness of the 
man unto whom the Lord imputeth right- 
eousness without works," Where does Da- 
vid describe the blessedness of such a mart? 
Where, in any of his psalms, or of his speech- 
es recorded in the history of his life, do we 
find a righteousness without works spoken of? 
We no where find these express words ; but 
we find words of the same meaning, Psal. 
xxxii,i, 2. " Blessedly the man whose iniquity 
is forgiven, and whose sin is covered. Bles- 
sed is the man to whom the Lord will not im- 
pute sin." If any of our works or attain- 
ments could procure Divine mercy to blot 
out any of our trespasses, the apostle's argu- 
ment would be inconclusive. Our sins would 
be pardoned, and we would partake of the 
blessedness that accompanies, is involved in 
pardon, or follows ft, without that kind of 
righteousness of which the apostle speaks. 

u When I passed by thee, and Jooked upon 
thee," said God to his ancient people, "be- 
hold thy time was the time of love, and I 
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spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy 
nakedness." In what situation had he found 
this object of his love? Was there any thing 
amiable and attractive to engage him to take 
her into such a near relation to himself? Far 
from it. Every thing in her appearance was 
forbidding and repulsive. He saw her lying 
polluted in her blood, and he said unto her, 
when she was in her blood, Live. Then wash- 
ed he her with water, and anointed her with 
oil, and made her comely with his comeliness 
put upon her. Was not this free and unde- 
served love? Such is the love of God to all 
whom he saves. 'His loving kindness and his 
pity are not more merited by sinners of the 
Gentiles, than by the nation of the Jews. — 

^ews and Gentiles were all equally underpin 
cfore God. He hath concluded all under 
sin, that the salvation of all might clearly ap- 
pear to be the fruit of that love, which finds 
no cause for itself in its objects. We love, 
because we find something lovely in the per- 
sons whom we love. God loves because he 
loves, and because he is love. 

4. Sovereignty is one of the glories of that 
grace by which we are converted and saved. 
If it is free, it must be sovereign. If there is 
no cause in men why they should partake of 
such precious blessings, they must be dispen- 
sed by ihe Most High, according to his own 
will. He gives to some what he does not 
give to others, not for any reason to be found 
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in those from whom it is withheld, or to whom 
it is given, but according to the good pleasure 
of his will. 

When we say that the reasons are not to 
be found any more in those from whom grace 
is withheld than in those to whom it is given, 
do not mistake our meaning, as if we had 
said that God does not find sufficient reason 
in sinful men to deny them his grace. We have 
only said, that the reason of the distinction 
made by the divine sovereignty is to be found 
only in God himself. He certainly finds 
sufficient reason in themselves to withhold his 
grace from those on whom it is not bestowed. 
They are all sinners, and deserve no favor. 
Some of them are stubborn and outrageous 
offenders, who have, by their presumptuous 
rebellions, provoked God to harden and blind 
; them by his awful judgments. But let it ba 
remembered, that these causes of condemna- 
tion are to be found with those on whom God 
confers his grace, no less than on those from 
whom it is withheld; or if they have not pro- 
ceeded to the same lengths of wickedness with 
some others, they were, at least, guilty of those 
rebellions which might have justly provoked 
God to inflict the same spiritual judgments 
upon them, which render the condition of 
their fellow sinners hopeless. This appears 
plain from what Paul says of the condition 
of the Gentiles, in the. first chapter of his e- 
pistle to the Romans. There he tells us, thtt 
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because they worshipped and served the crea- 
ture more than the Creator, they *were given 
up to vile affections and to a reprobate mind. 
Was it not just that all these men should be 
left to perish forever, who had brought upon 
themselves such awful tokens of the divine 
displeasure ? Yef millions of them were saved 
by the grace of God, while others were left to 
#at of the fruit of their own doings. 

The sovereignty of the grace of Gpd in say- 
ing men, is by many denied,* and even those 
who will not venture to deny what appears 
so plain from Scripture and experience, can 
scarcely be reconciled to the thoughts of it. 
That God should save some great sinners, and 
leave others in a state of perdition, who have 
been less guilty, appears to them strange and 
unaccountable. I would ask such persona, as 
the apostle does. " Who hath known the mind 
of the Lord ? or who hath been his counseW 
lor ? or who hath first given unto the Lord, 
and it shall be recompensed to him again?" 
Elihu's question is no less pertinent, arid no 
less unanswerable : " Who hath given him a 
charge over the earth, or who hath disposed 
the whole world ? He that pretends to instruct 
God, let him answer it." 

God certainly knows better than we can 
direct him, how to manage the affairs both of 
the present world and the next; when, how, 
and to whom to dispense the blessings of time 
and eternity. His understanding is infinite. 
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his righteousness is invariable, and his mercy 
is above the heavens. 

You will not deny that God gives riches, 
and honors, and long life to whom he pleases, 
and that he often withholds these blessings 
from better men than those on whom he con- 
fers them. Will you therefore quarrel with 
him ? " Woe to him that striveth with his 
Maker. Let the potsherds strive v^ith the 
potsherds of the earth. Shall the thing for- 
med ,say to him that formed it, Why hast 
thou made me thus? or thy work, He hath 
no hands ? ' 

Do you think that God ought to have con- 
verted and saved all men ? But do not all 
men deserve condemnation? The Scripture, 
which cannot be broken, says, that j udgmertt 
is come upon all men to condemnation. Is 
this condemnation unrighteousness ? then it 
is not judgment, but the hand of unrelenting 
tyranny that is come upon us to condemnation. 
But if the condemnation is just, what are we 
to think of those who say that it would not 
be right to execute the awful sentence upon 
any one of the criminals, or upon all of them 
without exception ? If so, then it is by pure 
grace that any of them are exempted; and iF 
it is pure grace that exempts them, k must 
have a good right to select its objects. 

Those who dislike the doctrine of the sov- 
ereignty of divine grace, are no less enemies 
to the law than to the gospel. If they wfere 
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sensible of the justice of the law in its penal 
sanction, their mouths would be stopped from 
reflections upon the Lawgiver, in executing 
his sentence against the least guilty of our race- 

Did not Christ, the Son of God, die v for 
the redemption of all that should be saved ?' 
Surely you will not depy this truth. You will 
not allege that any of the guilty race of Ad- 
am can obtain eternal life in any other way but 
through the mediation of Jesus Christ. But 
if you say that* God is under any obligations 
to spare any sinner, and allow at the same 
time the necessity of the death of Christ for 
our salvation, you say in effect that God could 
not be righteous without sending his Son in- 
to the world to die for men. There is no sal- 
vation but through his death ; and if it would 
have been inconsistent with the justice or 
goodness of God to doom any sinner to death, 
it would have been no less unworthy of him, 
to withhold any of those means that were ne- 
cessary to preserve them from death. What 
reason theft have we to admire the love of 
God in the death of Christ ! We do not ascribe 
much praise to any man for doing an action, 
which he must have been wanting in common 
equity not to have done. 

Now, if the salvation of any man is a work 
of such wonderful grace, that a divinely ex- 
cellent righteousness was necessary to render 
it consistent with the justice of God, there 
«3it be nothing inconsistent with justice in 






JjN THl: CONVERSION OF SIGNERS. t$j 

consigning him to perdition, if he is not a 
partaker of that righteousness; and who will 
say that he is possessed of any claim to that 
righteousness which can be obtained only in 
the way of a free gift from heaven ? Is the 
blood of Christ so cheap in your eyes, that 
men may purchase it by their own works, 
even before they can do any thing well pleas- 
ing to God. 

If the salvation by Christ, and if the righ- 
teousness by which it was obtained, must be 
the gifts of a bounty as large as the heart of 
God himself, we must leave it to the Most 
High to confer them on whom he pleases. 
Neither riches, nor birth, nor genius, nor hu- 
man virtues and accomplishments, can merit 
his favor ; and therefore it would be daring 
presumption to think that he wrongs his 
creatures, when he pays no respect to them in 
the distribution of his best blessings. 

Times alter. Learn to repeat the creed' and 
the commandments. Come to church at the 
stated times. Pay the tythes of your grounds, 
or of your gains, to the clergy. If you do these, 
ana perhaps a few other things of equal impor* 
tance^you need not be afraid to appear at thejudg* 
ment seat. You may boldly claim heaven, and 
say, ' Lor d r give me the inheritance , for I have 
deserved it. 9 Such was once the doctrine that 
usually sounded from the pulpits in Christen-* 
dora. We now ridicule, or we deplore the 
blindness of our forefathers; but are we bet- 
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ter than they, if we imagine that God ought t# 
bestow his special favors upon honest and vir- 
tuous men, upon those who are kind to the 
poor in their neighborhood, upon dutiful chil- 
dren, or upon any class of men that behave 
better than their neighbors, although the love 
of God is not in them, rather than upon per- 
sons who have never distinguished themselves 
by any good quality. They may deserve an 
easier hell, but surely they do not deserve heav- 
en. They have done less to provoke God to 
anger than some others have done, but they 
have done nothing to entitle themselves to his 
favor. When there is a rebellion in the land, 
the enemies of the king may be of very differ- 
ent characters. Some of them may behave 
with great fidelity to their party, with great 
humanity to their distressed neighbors They 
may acquire high reputation by shining qual- 
ities, and by amiable virtues. But is the king 
bound to pardon their treasons against him- 
self, because they have behaved well to their 
equals, or inferiors ? Why then should we 
imagine that the eternal King is under any ob- 
ligation to pardbn his enemies, because they 
have deserved well of their country, or of their 
friends ? He is infinite in mercy, but. his mer- 
cy is not the reward of human merit. It is 
absolutely free ; and that it may appear to be 
free, it is regulated in its exercise, not by con- 
siderations taken from sinful creatures, but by 
the unerring wisdom, and absolute will of hira 
whom we have all offended. 
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It is the glory of God to be the sovereign 
dispenser of his own blessings, and above all, 
of those best blessings which are the fruits of 
special love. When Moses earnestly reques- 
ted the' Lord to shew him his glory, the Lord 
said unto him, " I will make all my goodness 
puss before thee, and I will proclaim the name 
of the Lord before thee, and will be gracious 
to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mer- 
cy on whom 1 will shew mercy." From this 
answer to tfye petition of Moses, it appears, 
that God places his glory in his goodness, and 
in the sovereignty of his goodness. He will 
do justice to all his creatures, without respect 
of persons, but he will exercise his mercy and 
loving kindness to whom he pleases. What 
glory could he receive from all the immense 
benefactions he bestows upon his creatures, 
if he did nothing but what he is under obliga- 
tion to do ? We do not reckon ourselves very 
highly indebted to those benefactors, who con- 
fer no favors upon us, but what they could 
not, without dishonor, refuse. 

The sovereignty of mercy is no less com- 
fortable to us than glorious to God. It will 
not afford much comfort to men who tfiink 
that their sins are not great or many, or who 
think that God ought to pardon all sinners 
without exception ; but it will be the comfort 
and joy of all who have believed through grace, A 
because they will see reason to ascribe to it 
their salvation. And not only believers, but 
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all who have been made duly sensible of the 
great evil of their sins, will find reason to re- 
joice, not only that there is mercy and plente- 
ous redemption with God, but likewise that 
this mercy bestows its blessing upon men, not 
for any thing in themselves, but according to 
the good pleasure of God's goodness. 

Whence is it* but from the sovereignty of 
divine mercy f that God loved our world rather 
than fallen angels, and gave his only begotten 
Son, that- whosoever believeth on him should 
not perish ? Some tell us that the sin of fal- 
len angels was greater than the sin of men ? 
How do they know this ? Ask them what was 
the peculiar nature, and what were the aggra- 
vations of the sin ofangels, that they ittay com- 
pare their offence with our first sin in Adam^ 
which we know to be a horrible breach of 
God's covenant, blackened by many highly 
aggravating circumstances. They will con- . 
fess that they know nothing about the sin of the 1 
angels, except that pride was a prominent cir- 
cumstance, if not the whole of it. But thero < 
was intolerable pride in our first sin also. t 
Now, till men can give us more light about ' 
the first sin of devils, they speak without cer- 
tain knowledge when^they say that our sin was i 
less inexcusable than theirs' It ought like- 
wise to be considered, that salvation, through | 
faith, is revealed and offered to us, after we , 
have brought ourselves under the guilt of in- 
numerable offences, many of them of such a 
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nature as devils were never capable of com- 
ra tting. For one sin they were cast out of 
heaven, and reserved in everlasting chains, 
under darkness, to the judgment of the 
great day. Never did they reject a Saviour, 
and insult the grace of God calling them to 
repentance, as we have .done a thousand 
times. Are we not exceedingly ungrateful, 
if we are displeased with that sovereignty 
which has made 6uch a blessed difference 
between us, and the angels that kept not 
their primitive integrity ? Let none but 
devils blaspheme that just power which 
God claims and exercises, of doing what 
he will with his own. 

We enjoy many blessings of a distinguish- 
ing nature. What is the reason why God 
gives us these revelations of his mercy, with 
which so few other nations are favfcred ? 

* . * 

Is it because we deserve better at God's hand 
than the people of China or Japan ? They 
may be chargeable with vices that appear 
to human judgment more atrocious than 
ours ; but in the estimation of God, unbe- 
lief and impenitence under the dispensation 
of the gospel, are more criminal than the 
sins of Sodom and Gomorrah, To what 
then, but to sovereign mercy,. are we to 
ascribe our happy privileges ? 

Why are we preserved from those vices 
which disgrace many in our own land ? Is 
it the superior goodness of our natures, or 



I 



ig2 ON THE SOVEREIGNTY Or ORACE *! 

our wise improvement of our advantages, 
that has hitherto kept us from those crying 
iniquities, by which the condition of many 4 
of our fellow sinners is rendered almost j 
desperate ? Is it not the same God who kept 
Abiraelech from adultery, that has preser- 
ved us from the worst of crimes ? 
* Are we not convinced that we have been 
left to commit sins in a far greater number, 
and attended with far blacker aggravations, 
than thousands and millions of persons al- 
ready consigned to the burning lake. If 
God is not to dispense his mercy according 
to his own sovereign rule, but according to 
regulations prescribed to him by his guilty 
creatures, no rule will appear more reason- 
able to us than this, that sinners whose 
crimes are fewest, or. least inexcusable, 
should partake of his mercy, and that none 
of the chief of sinners should be suffered to 
escape. According to this rulei Paul, the ' 
blasphemer and persecutor, would have been . 
shut out of heaven, and his place would have 5 
been occupied by some of those miserable 
creatures, who must groan forever under 
the intolerable wrath of the Almighty, Sal- 
vation, according to .this principle, ought 
to be bestowed upon none of those hearers 
of the gospel who have long continued im- 
penitent ; but, by some of those methods 
which Divine wisdom and power can easily 
devise and execute, those Gentiles that have 1 
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never poured any contempt upon the Re- 
deemer, ought to be put in possession of 
those blessings of which many of us have 
rendered ourselves so unworthy. 

Another rule which some would prescribe 
to the great Sovereign, is, that those who 
do wh&t they can in a natural state, ought 
to be made partakers of his grace, and care- 
less or profane sinners rejected. But what 
will any man do, in a natural state, to please 
God ? They may do much»from the principle 
of self love, but they do nothing from a prin- 
ciple of love to God- And whence is it that 
they do any thing, even from a regard to 
their own interest, that indicates a regard to 
the law or gospel of God ? What is it that 
makes some persons seriaiis,whiie others are 
profane ; that disposes some to think with 
deep .concern about their own salvation, 
while others walk on inconsiderately in the 
way of their own hearts ? Is it not the Pro- 
vidence of God, and the operation of his Spi- 
rit accompanying his word, that makes the 
difference between oneunregenerate man and 
another ? God owes nothing to the best of 
them ; for whatever they do, dp they it not 
for themselves ? Do they fast, and pray, and 
think of their ways for God, even for God ? 
Is it true they give that attention which oth- 
ers do not,to the word of God, and the word 
of God may take hold of their hearts while 
they are hearing it, or t hijiking of it But it 
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was sovereign mercy that disposed them to 
attend to the means of grace, and it is the 
same sovereign mercy that gives them effi- 
cacy upon their hearts. /, 

Men may raise a thousand objections a- 
gainst God's prerogative of dispensing bis 
mercy according to his own will. For my 
part, I am firmly persuaded that all my hope 
must rest oh the richness and sovereignty of 
the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, I am per- 
suaded that millions already in hell were far 
less criminal, when they left the world, than 
I have been. I am sensible, that I can never 
make myself a fitter subject of mercy than I 
am at this moment, and that I must therefore 
follow to the pit those miserable wretches 
that are groaning under the wrath of God, 
in the place of ^damnation, unless I am pluck- 
ed as a brand out of the burning. A doc- 
trine so necessary to my hope and peace, as 
the sovereignty of divine mercy, I hope ne* 
ver to renounce. 

5. The sovereignty of divine mercy in our 
salvation, is a doctrine taught through every 
part ofthe Scripture. Paul refers, in ourtext, 
to the words of Moses, quoted in the forego- 
ing verse, as a proof of what he says on this 
subject. He quotes other texts from Moses, 
from Isaiah, from David, from Ho*ea,from 
Joel, to shew that God would not confine 
his 1 mercy to the Jews, but make the Gen* 
tiles sharers in his salvation, while the body 
of the T^raelitibh nation was rejected. 
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Doctrines clearly taught in any one part 
of the Bible are firmly to be believed. Doc- 
trines spread through every part of the Old 
and New Testament are capital articles of 
our religion, which ought to be the subject 
of our frequent consideration. When God 
speaks, not only once or twice, but many 
times, hisxepetitions of his own truths are 
not vain. What he causes frequently to 
come under our view, must merit a propor- 
tional share of our regard. / 

O© the whole, we learn where our hope 
of salvation must be placed. It must not 
be placed, in any degree, or in any manner, 
upon ourselves, but upon that mercy which 
finds its reasons for its benefactions in itself. 
" Not for your sakes do I this,saith the Lo/d, 
be it known unto you." We endeavor to 
defraud the Lord of his glory which he seeks 
in our salvation, if we pretend to claim it as 
a debt due to ourselves. 

'That you may not be left without a sure 
ground of hope in that mercy which God ex- 
ercises according to his own will, he discov- 
er* to you the abundance o£ his grace in his 
word, and iu that gracious covenant estab- 
lished in Christ Jesus r of which the gospel is 
the revelation. w God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him may not perish, but 
have everlasting life." When Naomi reflec- 
ted that Boaz was her near kinsman, she ad- 
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vised her daughter-inJaw to cast herself at 
his feet, and request to be taken into a mar- 
riage relation with him, because he was her 
near kinsman. Ruth followed the advice, 
and did not meet with a disappointment. 
Have we not far greater encouragement to 
cast ourselves at the feet of him who volun- 
tarily became our near kinsman, that in him 
God might shew forth the exceeding riches 
of his grace, to all that should believe in his 
name? 

When we are overawed with a sei\se of 
God's absolute dominion, arid of the dis- 
plays which he gives of it in the administra- 
tion of grace, let us comfort ourselves with 
the thoughts of that infinite condescen- 
tion, by which he gives us a claim upon that 
mercy which he delights to glorify in our 
salvation. In his mercy he hath promised 
and sworn, that all might have strong con- 
solation, who flee for refuge to lay hold on 
the life set before them. 

When we hope in the mercy of God re- 
vealed in his word, the sovereignty of that 
mercy greatly promotes bur consolation as 
well as our humility. While we dare not 
advance any claims founded upon worth 
in ourselves, the most formidable objections 
against faith and hope are effectually remo- 
ved. We are despicable creatures, unwor- 
thy of the notice of him to whom it is a con- 
descension to behold the cherubim and ser- 
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aphim ; but "he hath chosen the most des- 
pised things of the world, and the things 
that are not, to bring to nought the things 
that are." We are great sinners. When we 
are deeply convinced of sin, we will be dis- 
posed to think that no sins are like our sins. 
He will see that what we call our righteous- 
nesses, stand in need of pardoning mercy*as 
well as our sins. W here shall we find relief 
under such thoughts of our extreme depra- 
vity, but in the sovereignty of divine com- 
passion ? If those sinners only are to be sav- 
ed whose iniquities are least inexcusable, 
what will become of me^ says the awakened 
sinner ? Whatever excuses others may offer, 
my mouth must be forever stopped. Un- 
less the mercy of God be sovereignly free, 
my strength and my hope are perished, not 
only from myself, but from the Lord. I 
must be forever cast out of his sight. 
* But since I know that God will have mer- 
cy on whom he will have mercy, I will look 
towards Jiis holy temple. He saves great 
sinners that he may glorify his great name, 
and therefore I will hope in him. He seeks 
opportunities to shew the sovereignty of his 
grace, and where can he find a better op- 
portunity for shewing forth all the shining 
glories of his boundless mercy and his saving 
power ? Psal. cxlvii. 1 1 • xxv. 1 1 . 
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DISCOURSES, &c. 



DISCOURSE I, 

Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, 
and one convert him, let him know that he 
which convert eth a sinner from the error of 
his way shall save a soul from death > and shall 
bide a multitude of sins. James v. 19. ao. 

" Thy word is truth," says our Lord* 
Every part of the doctrine of God respec- 
ting either those things which we ought to 
believe concerning God, or respecting our 
duty, is truth. We err from the truth, 
when we depart from the simplicity of the 
faith that is in Christ, or when our hearts 
and practice are unconformable to that law 
which is the rule of our duty. 

There are errors from the truth which 
are not inconsistent with the life of the soul. 
Such was the error in judgment of those 
men who did not know, norj^cre persua- 
ded in the first days of the gospel, that noth- 
ing was unclean of itself. The best men 
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■s. 

have a law in their members endeavoring 
continually to bring them into captivity. 
Yet they have reason to thank God, through 
Jesus Christ, when with their minds thejp 
serve the law of God, although with th 
flesh they serve the law of sin. 

The errors from the truth, of which the 
apostle James speaks in this- place, are per- 
nicious errors, that hold men under the guilt 
of sin, and exclude thqjp from eternal life ; 
for " he wh® converts a sinner from these 
errors, shall save a soul from death, and 
shall hide a multitude of sins/' 

There are errors in the mind no less fatal 
to men than gross sip in practice. If we 
seek salvation by the works' x>f the law, and 
not by the faith of Christ without works, 
Christ is of no effect to us, we are fallen 
from grace. Beware therefore of thinking 
that errors in judgment may be tolerated 
when the life is good. How can the life be 
good, if we are not renewed in the spirit of 
our minds? 

Beware of say ing, that all men are sinners, 
and therefore we shall have peace, although 
some parts of our conduct are reprehensible. 
It is very true that sin dwells in the best men ; 
but it is no less true, that no good man lives 
in sin- If you mean, that you may be in a 
state of salvation, although there have been, 
and may still be, things reprehensible in 
your conduct^ after the most earnest eadea. 
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vors by the Spirit to mortify sin, you say right/ 
But if you mean, that you can enjoy peace 
with God while you share your favorite sins, 
however little they may appear, you are fa- 
tally mistaken. " Whosoever," says Christ, 
" shall break one of the least of my command- 
ments, shall be called the Inst in the kingdom 
of heaven." i. e. in the church, not in its heav- 
enly, but in its earthly state. In that place 
which we ordinarily call heaven, they can be 
neither great nor little ; for nothing that defi - 
leth, or worketh abomination, or maketh a lie, 
can enter into the gates of the celestial city. 

If errors in judgment or practice are so 
dangerous, with what vigilance ought we to 
watch, with what earnestness to pray, that we 
may be preserved from the paths of the de- 
stroyer ? 

Nor are we to confine our concern to our- 
selves, or to thoseof our own household. If we 
see a man drawn unto death, or ready to be 
slain, and hide our eyes from his danger, or 
make frivolous excuses for withholding our 
help, the Searcher of hearts will take a severe 
account of our conduct. But the death of 
the body is a momentary evil. The second 
death is infinitely more dreadful than the first. 
If we can do any thing that may have a ten- 
dency to prevent this dreadful death, what 
awful punishment may we expect from God, 
if we suffer opportunities for this beneficent 
purpose to pass unimproved ? 
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But it is the business of the clergyman, 
some will say, to labor for the conversion of 
sinners, and let every man abide in the cal- 
ling wherewith he is callechtff God. True y 
it is the work of ministers to preach the' sa- 
ving I ruths, and to call loudly upon sinners 
to be reconciled to God. Every man ought 
to abide in the calling wherewith he is called 
of God. I do not desire husbandmen and 
mechanics to take upon them the work of 
public preachers ; but can nothing be done for 
sinners, to reclaim them from the evil of their 
ways, except what ministers are called to do 
in the exercise of their oflSce? You have a 
double calling in which you ought to walk 
with God. You have a calling in which you 
ought diligently to employ "yourselves, that 
you may support yourselves and your fami- 
lies ; that you may have something to give to 
your poor neighbors; and that, by your in- 
dustry and uprightness, you ipay adorn your 
profession, But are you not also parta- 
kers of a heavenly calling ? If you say that 
you are not, you say that you are not Chris- 
tians. u Walk therefore worthy of the voca- 
tion wherewith you are called," as the apostle 
Paul enjoins, Eph. iv. i. Among other ex- 
hortations included in this general injunction, 
mutual edification is recommended, £ph. iv. 
15: 16. 

The apostle James, speaking of the erring 
Christians, does not say, If any preacher of 
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the gospel convert him, but, If any of you 
convert him, he shall save a soul from death* . 
I will say something, 

I. Of the method by which ordinary Chris- 
tians may convert a sinner from the error of 
his ways. 

II. Of the great benefit of converting a 
sinner from these errors. 

I. Ofthe method by which ordinary Chris- 
tians may convert a sinner from the error of 
bis ways, 

i. Ordinary Christians may have some in- 
fluence in rectifying the erroneous opinions 
of those who depart frdm the truth. Yet they 
ought to behave -wisely in their attempts to 
reclaim men from errors, lest they h arden those 
whom they wish to reclaim. Many of those 
who err from the truth are very full of self 
conceit. Some of them are possessed oi -abil- 
ities superior to 'many serious Christians. If 
a good man should enter into a debate with 
such persons, he may find his talents unequal 
to his zeal, and then his good, will be evil 
spoken of. 

Those who depart from the truth generally 
professed in their neighborhood, sensible that 
they are exposing themselves to opposition, 
wilj take care to be provided with as plausi- 
ble reasonings as they can invent or collect 
for self defence, and may thus puzzle and 
ponfound a plain Christian, who perhaps could 
scarcely suspect that any thing, with ib& 
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slightest appearance of reason, could be 
produced against those truths which he found 
plainly taught in the lively oracles. 

Others who depart from the truth, make 
<Up in loquacity what they want in sense. Al- 
though they can say little in their own defence 
that has any appearance of argument, they can 
pour out a torrent of words,' and put to si- 
fene those who are much their superiors ia 
sense as well as piety.- 

A Christian of ordinary endowments will, for 
thd most part, act wisely in avoiding religious 
disputes with men of superior abilities, or with 
«nen who have an high opinion of themselves, 
and who take more pleasure in victory than 
truth. Paul teaches us to mark them who 
cause divisions and offences contrary to the 
doctrines which we have learned, and to avoid 
them. He requires those who minister in 
holy things, to furnish themselves with a suf- 
ficient degree of knowlege, to be able by 
sound doctrine, to convince gainsaycrs. Oth- 
er members of the church may pos^ss good 
abilities, and they ought to use them for the 
advantage of others, especially of the mem- 
bers of the same body. But the great ine- 
quality of natural and acquired endowments 
among the members of the church, makes it 
evident that the great Dispenser of gifts has de- 
signed them for different services. , 

Let it not however be supposed, that Chris- 
tiana of the meanest class in abilities are not 
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hound to contend earnestly for the faith once 
delivered to the saints. We all ought, with 
one spirit and with one mind, to strive for the 
faith of the gospel, and to oppose new and 
strange doctrines, which tend to the subver- 
sion of souls. 

You must not, under pretence of inability 
to defend the truth, betray it, by holding your 
peace, when it is opposed or ridiculed. The 
truths of chief importance to the souls of men, 
are so plainly taught in Scripture, that every 
serious Christian may be easily furnished with 
an answer to those who oppose them. Al- 
though you ought not to run about the country 
to question men about their faith, and to rec- 
tify their mistakes, you are bound to give a 
reason of the hope that is in you with meek- 
ness and fear, 1 Pet. iii, 15. 

You cannot perhaps answer one of many 
objections that men of corrupt minds may 
suggest, to discredit the truth. But this is 
not always necessary. Plausible arguments 
may be advanced to shew that men are to ex- 
pect salvation only, or in part, through their 
own works; but one or two plain texts of Scrip- 
ture are sufficient to set aside a thousand of 
such arguments. If your opponent should 
ever produce arguments pretended to be tak- 
en from the Scripture itself, you can tell him 
that spiritual things are to be compared with 
spiritual, and that the law, whatever be the 
design of the giving of it, cannot be against 
the promises of God. 

S 
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If any of your acquaintances have turned 
aside from the truth, it is your duty to seek 
opportunities for convincing them of their 
mistake. Although they should be equal, or 
even superior to you in abilities, you are not, 
on that account, to despair of success, unless 
they are scorners who cannot find the truth, 
even when they seek it, or pretend to seek ft, 
because their pride hath blinded their eye*. 
Those who have truth ori their side, especially 
those truths which are most clearly taught in 
the Bible, have this gr^at advantage, that the 
goodness of their cause furnishes them with 
clear and strong arguments. The arguments 
by which error is supported, are found, ori 
impartial discussion, to want solidity and force* 
A weak Christian, with the armor of righte- 
ousness on his right hat\d and left, may bring 
to the ground a gigantic adversary armed on- 
ly w 7 ith straw or rotten wood. 

It is reported by an ancient historian, that 
when at a famous assembly of the doctors of 
the church, some self conceited philosophers 
had put to silence the learned divines, by so- 
phistical arguments against the truth, an old 
man, of no learning, rose up, and repeating 
the most important articles of Christian doc- 
trine in plain language, asked whether they as- 
sented to them or not. Their reply was, that 
when arguments of another kind were used a- 
gainst them, they would repel reasonings by 
reasonings; but that they had nothing to opr. 
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pose to the plain declarations of Scripture^ 
and were compelled to yield to the truth. 

2. If a man errs fromthe truth in his prac- 
tice, successful endeavors may be used to turn 
him from the error of his ways, 

Here, too, caution is requisite, When 
we hear that a man behaves ill, we are not 
authorized to go immediately and call him to 
account for his conduct, lest we give him rea- 
son to say, on better grounds th^n the con- 
tentious Israelite to Moses, " Man, who made 
thee a judge over me?" Many reports are 
falsehoods, many are misrepresentations. If 
we believe them without examining whether 
they are true, we ourselves err from the truth. 
We are chargeable with a fault, perhaps, as 
bad as that which we impute to our neighbors. 
What answer will we be able to give him if 
he should say to us, 4 Physician, heal thyself. 
Pluck the beam out of thine own eye, before 
thou pretend to pluck the mote out of thy 
brother's eye/ 

There are, however, many whose behav- 
ior is so well known to be such as does not 
become the gospel of Christ, that it would be 
a ridiculous affectation of charity to enter- 
tain a favorable opinion of them. How shall 
we behave towards such persons ? That we 
ought to mourn for them is plain. Paul could 
. not write to the Philippians, without blotting 
his paper with tears, for those men that were 
enemies to the cross of Christ, whose end was 
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destruction, whose God was their beliy, whose 
glory was their shame, whb minded. earthly 
things. It is no less plain that they areeati-. 
tied to the benefit of our prayers. If we are 
to pray for the sick, that they may be pre- 
served from death, ought we not to pray for 
sinners, that they may be redeemed from their 
iniquities, which threaten them with the sec- 
ond death? 

We ought to bear testimony, by our own 
behavior, against their conduct, by the dili- 
gent practice of those virtues which they neg- 
lect, and by keeping at the utmost distance 
from those evils which they practise. If they 
are habitual swearers, let us be careful to shew 
an habitual veneration for the holy name of 
God. If they are drunkards, let us be on 
our guard against the snares of intemperance. 
The children of light must have no fellow- 
ship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather reprove them. u They that for- 
sake the law praise the wicked, but they that 
fear the law contend with them." 

But these observations are not sufficient to 
explain theapostle's meaning, when he speaks 
of the conversion of a sinner by one of his 
brethren. All true Christians will mourn, 
will pray for offenders, will testify against 
them by their practice, and may by those- 
means have some influence in turning them 
from the error of their ways. God may hear 
their prayer for their unhappy neighbors. Sin - 
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ners may be ashamed when they see how much 
their conduct is abhorred, and may, by Di- 
vine mercy, be made sensible how much hap- 
pier than themselves those persons are who 
fear God, and preserve their characters and 
comforts, by keeping the paths of upright- 
ness. But there are other means likewise that 
may be used with a happy effect, by those whd 
Are qualified to use them, or who enjoy favor- 
able opportunities to deal with them* 

1. Instruction may be given them fitted to 
rouse their attention to their danger* 

It is common with sinners to think that they 
shall have peace in the end. Some of them 
are insensible of the evil of their own conduct; 
others of them think, that however bad their 
conduct is, they have much time before them 
to repent, and then all the evil consequences 
of their conduct will be prevented. 

When you see your friends or your neigh- 
bors trusting to this dreadful uncertainty, put 
them in mind, that our days on earth are % but 
a shadow, that to confide in the continuance 
of our life for another day, is to act far more 
foolishly than he who would build his house 
upon the sand. Remind them, that nothing 
is less to be trusted than men's own hearts, 
especially when their promises are at variance 
with their inclinations. Why do men defer 
their repentance ? Because repentance is un- 
pleasant to them. How thsn can their pro- 
mises of repentance deserve more credit than 
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those of a highwayman to restore your purse. 

The grace of God affords many a pretence 
to hold fast their sins and refuse to let them go. 
Remind your erring friends, that there is jus- 
tice with God as well as grace; that justice 
is a terrible avenger of the indignities done to 
the grace of God; and that there is not a sur- 
er indication of malignity and obstinacy m 
sin, than to turn the grace of God into licen- 
tiousness. 

Many think that all are sinners like them- 
selves, and that the best men in the world can- 
not be exempted from the common reproach^ 
Tell them that he that is born of God cannot 
commit sin, and that there is a difference as 
real between the behavior of a saint and a sin- 
ner, as between that of the profligate spend- 
thrift and the virtuous citizen, between the 
harlot and the respectable matron. God's 
children have ail of them their spots. But 
sinners have spots that are not the spots of 
his children. 

Thus, in your occasional converse with 
your erring friends, you should take every 
opportunity that presents itself of suggesting 
and inculcating those truths that are most 
likely to pierce into their minds, and to make 
them sensible of the danger of their conduct. 
Such truths may meet their eyes in the Bible, 
or their ears in the public preaching of the 
word, but pass unobserved in themultitude of 
other doctrines that leave no impression. 



VHE CONVERSION Of OUK NEUJff*OK&. 211 

You may, by setting them before their view in 
the way most likely to impress them, be made 
the instrument of a salutary conviction. 

When the prophet Nathan desired, to make 
David sensible of his crimes against Uriah, he 
represented them in the form of a parable, in 
which he placed before his eyes an image of 
his own conduct. The same end may be 
gained, by putting our sinning friends* in mind 
of those passages of Scripture history in which 
they may see the unhappy effects of their own 
vices. Speak of the leprosy of Gehazi to 
the covetous man ; of the fire of Sodom and 
Gomorrah to the lewd; of the man that was 
stoned for gathering sticks on the Sabbath to 
the profaners of the day of the Lord ; of the 
fate of Ananias and Sapphira to the liar; of 
Lot's incest to the drunkard; of the miserable 
end of Herod Agrippa to the proud ; of the de- 
struction of Jerusalem to the de^pisers .of 
Christ and the gospel ; of the blind ftess of Ely- 
mas, the sorcerer, to the opposers of the truth ; 
x>f the destruction of Aaron's two oldest sons 
to the rash profaners of divine institutions ; of 
the death of the Jewish prophet, sent to jero* 
&oam,tothe men who can confidently venture 
uponsinsthat they may think excusable. Thus 
you may raise a sen,se of guilt and danger in 
sheir consciences, without finding it necessary 
to say, as Nathan did to David, "Thou act 
the man.*' Their own consciences may sup*- 
ply your lack of service. This indirect mode 
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of reproof, will, on many occasions, be more, 
useful than that kind of reproof which is un- 
disguised, and which too often irritates those 
whom it was intended to reform. We ought 
to consider the temper of our neighbors, to 
perform to them offices of love Those who 
will not bear reproof from others, may be 
made their own reprovers. If you can find 
means to engage their own consciences to be- 
come preachers of repentance, they will not 
so easily free themselves frdm these monitors 
as tterod freed himself from the reproofs of 
John Baptist. Conscience may be held a 
prisoner, and yet speak in a voice of thunder; 
2. Direct reproof ought to be administered 
wben that milder reproof which is conveyed 
in the form of instruction is without effect. 
There are some indeed whom it is vain to re- 
prove, because they are scorners ; and " he 
that reproveth a scorner, only getteth to him- 
self a blot/' The scorner heareth not rebuke, 
and must be left to God, who wilt take his own 
time to speak to him in language which must 
be heard. But when there is any probability 
that we may do good by rebuke, it is a pain- 
ful but a necessary work of charity to make 
the attempt. " Thou shalt not hate thy broth- 
er in thine heart," says the Scripture, " thou • 
shalt in any wise rebuke thy brother, and not 
suffer sin up.on him." He will feel great pain, 
but pain must often be felt for the prserva- 
tion of life, or forihe preset vation of the soul. 
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He may be angry; but when his passion has 
subsided, • he will see that he has reason to be 
angry only with himself. 

We ought indeed to give him no cause to 

* be angry. We must beware of rudeness, even 
in reproving sin. A bitter pill ought to be 
sweetened with love. Some deserve reproof 
for the reproofs they give. They sin in repro- 
ving sin, because they follow not the apos- 
tolic rule of rebuking their offending brother 
46 in the spirit of meekness, considering them- 
selves lest they also be tempted.'* Much cau- 
tion is necessary in a reprover, that he may 
not, by too much gentleness, render his re- 
proofs useless, or, by too much severity^ 
make them more than useless. 

Paul will teach you by his ex£?nple how 
sin ought to be reproved. He does not spare 
the offenders, nor conceal any thing proper 
for impressing their hearts with a deep sense 
of their guilt; and yet he addresses them in 
such a way, as to convince them that love 
dictated every word of his sharpest rebukes. 
The effects of them were such as might have 
been expected, A happy reformation was 
effected by them in the church of Corinth, 2 
Cor. vii. 8,^11. He hoped in the Lord that 

, hip -reproofs 'to the churches of Galatia would 
be attended with the sattie happy effects, and 
we have no reatt) to think that he was disap- 
pointed. " As an ear-ring of gold, and an 
ornament of fin^ gold, so is a wise reprover 
upon an obedient ear." 
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3. Encouragements drawn from the gos- 
pel, are powerful means of conversion, to be 
used by private Christians as well as ministers* 

When men think that there is little hope 
of pardon or amendment, they are discoura- 
ged from using the appointed means of grace. 
^They will not come with much earnestness, 
and still less with boldness, to the throne of 
grace for mercy and grace, if they imagine 
that there is no grace nor succour with God 
for them. It is therefore highly proper to put 
them in mind of the immensity of ,the divine 
goodness, and of the wonderful discoveries 
he hath given of his grace, in the doctrines 
and promises of his word, and in the manifold 
salvations he hath wrought on the earth., 

Sinners often doubt whether mercy can 
be extended to themselves, on this ground, 
that they find themselves unsteady in their ef- 
forts for, reformation. One day they will re- 
lapse into their former follies, and thus for- 
feit all those favors which may be reasonably 
expected by those who are stedfast in God'sr 
covenant. But remind your erring friends, 
that they must expect sanctification as well 
as pardon from the grace of God. The same 
God who is gracious to pardon our iniqui- 
ties, is mighty to subdue them, and hath au- 
thorized us to depend on his blessed Son as 
our sanctification as well as qjjfc righteousness. 

Sinners are afraid to turn into the ways 
of righteousness, lest thev should find them 
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unpleasant. It is difficult to persuade them, 
that" delights and joys are to be found in the 
ways of God, infinitely superior to those 
pleasures that may be found in the ways of 
sin. Tell them of that gra^e of God which 
passeth all understanding ; of those joys of 
-the Spirit, which are the portion of God's 
people; of those comforts of love, which 
mingle themselves with the most painful exr 
erciseofself denial; of those satisfactions 
that are found attached to the* performance 
of duty. Assure them, that sinners are their 
Own greatest enemies, and that the self de- 
nial with which the devil inspires his follow- 
ers, is pernicious ; but the self denial which 
Christ requires, is no less necessary, and ben- 
eficial, and pleasant in its consequences, than 
the restraints which the physician imposes 
on his patient, or those which an affection* 
ate father imposes on his beloved children-* 
If you talk of nothing but hell fire to sin- 
ners, you may aftright them, and perhaps 
persuade them for the present to restrain 
themselves from some of their gratifications 
of lust; but while they are unacquainted 
with the pleasures of religion, the power of 
their corruptions, though repressed, will not 
be weakened. Perhaps taey may be strength- 
ened to such a degree as to break down all 
the barriers of conscience. Who can cheer- 
fully engage in any business without hope 
of success or advantage ? Or if a man under 
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the pressure of necessity engage in any hope* 
less enterprise, he will soon desist. How- 
ever necessary religion may be apprehended 
to be, if there is no expectation of accept- 
ance with God, or success in his service, it 
is natural for men to say, "There is no 
hope, for we have loved strangers, and after 
them will we go." But hope animates the 
soul to run in the way of God's command- 
ments. We see eood encouragement to be 
stedfast, immoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, when we are assured 
that our labor shall not be in vain in theL6rd« 
4. Earnest exhortations rnay^ on many 
occasions, be useful for the conversion of 
sinners. If Christians are to exhort one an- 
other daily while it is called to day, why 
should we not exhort our wicked neighbors 
to have compassion on their own souls ? 
They are rational creatures. They are desi- 
rous of their own happiness. Who knows 
what efficacy God may give to those mo- 
tives by which we urge them to turn to the 
Lord ? 

Why should you allege the unconquerk* 
ble power of their lusts, and the inefficacy 
of a thousand exhortations that have been 
already addressed to them. Scripture is full, 
from beginning to end, of warnings and ex- 
hortations to sinners. Arc all those divine- 
ly gracious addresses of God to men useless ? 
Certainly sinners cannot, by their best es- 
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erttons, turn themselves to the Lord. But 
when the Lord turns them to himself, he 
deals with them as with rational creatures. 
He enlightens their 1 minds ty the doctrines, 
and powerfully persuades their hearts by the 
arguments of his word. 

There are arguments of very different 
kinds used in the word of God, to persuade 
men. We can never be at a loss for power- 
ful means of persuasion, if we are not utter- 
* ly ignorant of the Scriptures. It teaches us 
to reason with sinners, from the awful and 
amiable excellencies of that God with whom 
we have to do ; from the grace and blood of 
our Lord Jesus Christ ; from the terrors of 
the last judgment, and of the infernal re- 
gions ; from the ineffable joys of heaven, the 
first fruits of which may be tasted on this 
earth ; from the vanity of the world j from 
the uncertainty and brevity of life ; from 
the mercies and judgments of the Lord.^— 
How strangely corrupted must our hearts 
be, on which motives of such magnitude 
have no influence ? 

We must not think that any of the mo- 
tives to repentance which the Scripture uses, 
are useless, although they are of very une- 
qual importance. The weaker motives may 
prevail when stronger ones haye no force, 
and those motives which want power to 
make a person truly religious, may be of use 

to restrain the rage of sin, and to excite per* 
T 
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sons to the use of those means of religion 
whidi may bring them under the power of 
the Weightier motives to religion. Solomon 
often makes use of motives to the fear of 
God,taken from thecbnsideration of ourpre- 
sent welfare in body and fortune, as well 'as 
our souls. A man can never be truly religi- 
ous, who has nothing higher in view than-a, 
regard to his own estate, or reputation or life. 
But he well knew that there are multitudes 
who will be moved by Such considerations, 
while they have little regard to the welfare 
of their souls, and still less to the glory or 
the love of God. And he knew likewise, 
that men might be drawn by a regard to 
their own present interest, to think of those 
truths that might inspire them with better 
views and purer desires. 

Following the example of the inspired 
writers* urge your friends to forsake their 
sins by those arguments that are most likely 
to make an impression upon their sduls. Da- 
niel urged Nebuchadnezzar to break off his 
sins by repentance, if so be it might be a 
lengthening of his tranquility. The length- 
ening of his tranquility was nothing to " the 
powers of the world to come." But Nebu- 
chadnezzar would probably have laughed at 
the mention of a future state, such .as the 
Scripture reveals, although he would be un. 
willing to have the tranquility and splendor 
of his present condition exchanged for the 
life of an ox. 
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Where you find that your friends put off* 
the thoughts of the future world to a future 
period of their lives, they may dread the loss 
of character, of health, of employment in 
their business. If you can by, such consider 
rations, persuade them to think seriously of 
their conduct, other considerations may find 
admittance. They will read the Bible, th$y 
will go to the sanctuary. They will read and 
hear of infinitely greater evils, in their sins,* 
than those which formerly employed their 
thoughts. They will hear and read of the 
wonderful price of our salvation, and of the 
love of Christ which passeth knowlege ; and 
who knows what powerful effects these 
truths may have on hearts that formerly were 
unconcerned about any thing that did not 
gratify their earthly minds ? ** The entrance 
of God's word giveth light* it giveth un- 
derstanding unto the simple." 

5. Practical testimonies' of dissatisfaction 
with the conduct of sinners, may contribute 
to their conversion. 

Our Lord tells you, that if you cannot 
gain a brother who has offcinded you, by 
your own remonstrances, you ought to take 
two or three others with you. If he will not 
hear them, you are to tell the affair v to the 
church ; and if he will not hear the church, 
he is to be reputed as a heathen man and a 
publican. Thus you may effect, by the help 
of brethren, or by the ordinances of the 
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church, what you cannot accomplish by your 
own exertions. The church will never pros- 
per while the discipline plainly prescribed by 
the Head of the church is neglected. 

" If any man that is called a brother " says 
Paul, " be a fornicator, or idolater, or drunk- 
ard, or a reviler,or an extortioner, you must 
not eat with him." For what reason ? That 
he may be ashamed of his conduct. He 
knows that hell is the place prepared for 
such enemies of the cross of Christ, and yet 
persists in the broad way that leads to des- 
truction. Is it then to be expected that 
shame will operate on him ? Perhaps it may* 
The shame to which he finds himself sub- 
jected may check his career, and lead him to 
think of tlie presentand eternal misery which 
he is bringing upon himself. Some sinners 
think, that although they are at this time 
travelling to destruction, they will stop short 
before they arrive at the end of their jour- 
ney, and then all the mischiefs with which 
they are threatened will be prevented. But 
when they find that they must sufter painful 
qonsequence^for the present from their god- 
less courses, they will acknowlege that the j 
cost of sinning must, in every point of view^ 
exceed the pleasures or the profit. 

In a like direction of the apostle to th« 
Thessalonian believers, he suggests a very \ 
needful advice about ihc treatment of bre- | 
thren from whom we must withdraw. We 
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are n6t to treat all those persons as heathen 
men and publicans, who cannot be present- 
ly reclaimed from the error of their ways. 
" If any. man obey not our word by this epis- 
tle, note that man, and have no fellowship 
with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet 
count him not as an enemy, but admonish 
him as a brother." Let its. learn to discover 
the most unrelenting hatred to all sin, and 
at the the same time fervent charity to sin- 
ners. 

While we use all proper means for reclaim- 
ing sinners, we must not trust to them. A- 
las ! the power of sin is far superior to the 
po wer of men. Have we not too often felt 
the power of sin in ourselves to be uncon- 
querable, but by divine strength ? With aU 
other means for reforming our brethren, let 
us join fervent prayer for their success. fPaiil, 
with all his depth of knowlege, and Apollos, 
with all his fervent eloquence, were nothing, 
and could do nothing without God. Do we 
imagine that our powers of persuasion are 
sufficient to turn sinners, from the errors of 
their ways unto the Lord ? We may as well 
( hope, by the powers of persuasion, to raise 
the dead from thdr graves, that they may 
enjoy the pleasures, and do the works of life. 

If you desire to be happily instrumental in 
turning sinners from the error of their ways, 
it is likewise, necessary for you to * walk* cir- 
cumspectly. A few blemishes, or one great 
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blemish in your conduct, will deeply affect 
your usefulness,Eccl. x. c. Matt. v. 16. 

It is plain that some of those means of re- 
forming offenders, which have been specifi- 
ed, cannot with propriety, ot hope of suc- 
cess, be employed by every person who is 
grieved to see the evils that abound around 
iiim. We do not enjoy opportunities of so- 
cial converse with every sinner in/the coun- 
try-side. Should we reprove those who are 
scarcely known to us by face, we are more 
likely to make our good be evil spoken of, 
than to reclaim them. We do not find that 
Paul, (whose zeal was ever burning like a 
fire, but was directed by prudence), ever 
went to the palace of Nero, or to the pala- 
ces of the ministers of his wickedness, to re- 
prove them. He seized opportunities, which 
God gave him, for the conversion of sin- 
ners; but he did not cast his pearls before 
swine. 

Yet, as a fervent zeal ought to burn in all 
our hearts, we ought not to think that we 
Are blameless, if we do not, what all may do, 
to promote the conversion of*sinners. We 
are soldiers called to fight against the devil 
and his followers, under the banners of the 
Captain of salvation. 

With thfc view, we ought to hold forth 

the word of life by a public profession of the 

' truth. Many, it is to be feared, will shut 

$u£r eyes against the light shining around 
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them, but others will be induced to walk in 
the light of the Lord. The light of truth 
makes the evil of sin manifest to the consci- 
ences of men. When the truth of the gos- 
pel is exhibited by a public profession, the 
hatefulness of many vices practised among 
the heathen is acknowleged and felt, even 
by those who receive not the love of the 
truth that they may be saved, and the en^ 
trance of it will give understanding to those 
whose hearts God is pleased to open, that 
they may attend to their own present and 
eternal welfai'fe. 

We ought likewise to strive against sin, 
by she wing our abhorrence of it in our prac- 
tice. In our public profession of the truth 
of the Scripture, we ought to bear testimo- 
ny against opposite errors, especially against 
those which are most prevalent in oiir own* 
age. In our practice, We ought to manifest 
our aversion to those sins that are most com- 
mon'; especially wheu their malignity or their 
dangerous consequences are generally over- 
looked. When luxury is the reigning evil, 
we ought topractise the strictesttemperance. 
When drunkenness is the prevailing iniqui- 
ty, we must not look upon the wine when 
it is red. When fornication or adultery are 
shamelessly practised by the fashionable part 
of mankind, they must not be once named 
among saints j and every thing ought care- 
fully to be avoided, which may lead us \)f 
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insensible degree^ to such enormities, or which 
jnav lessen our detestation of vices so displea- 
sing to God; and so pernicious tomeft. 

We likewise contribute to the reclaiming of 

sinners, by concurring in the support of those 

public means of instruction which God hath 

.appointed for the coiivqrsion of sinners* and 

in every seasonable aqd needful testimony a- 

againstprevailingeviis. Whensins and errors 

^abound, let us make.it apparent that we are on 

;the Lords side. The followers of the Lamb 

.must, not be asliamedof him, or of, his words, 

at any time, and least of all when the generation 

with which they live. is adulterous and sijiful. 

- w Comexwt from among them,.saith the.Lord, 

and be ye separate ; touch, not the uncles^ 

thing, and I will receive. yotu" 

We ought, finally, tot be fellow, helpers to 
to the truth, by strengthening the ha.nfjs of 
those who are set. for the defence, of ;the gos- 
pel, and whose office requires them to reprove, 
rebuke and admonish sinners. The , Corin- 
thian Christians, in the .days of ;Paul, we^re 
- highly blameable, because, trhey . did .npt sup- 
port l\is . character agauisLhis. enemies. He 
found it absolutely necessary, to. speak like a 
fool in commending. himself, because they 
did not commend hinvoor vindicate h\ta 
from the aspersions of the false appsjles. 

The believers at Corinth deserved jpupb 
blame on another account. Church : disci- 
pline was neglected an\ong : them . This, w as 
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not merely the fault of the rulers of the church. 
All the members of it ought to have testified 
their zeal, by urging those rulers to do their 
duty^ and by concurring with them in execut- 
ing the prescribed discipline, i Cor. v. Thofee 
who are appointed to bear rule in the church, 
mfust judge and pronounce sentence. But 
they often need excitation from the people to 
their duty, and ought to have their counte- 
nance and help in the performance of it ; for 
Christians are under indispensable obligations 
to strive together for the faith, of the gospel 
and the purity of the church. 

We cannot calculate the happy effects that 
may result from our combined endeavors to 
support the cause of truth, and to oppose sin. 
It will be known at the last day how much 
sinners have contributed to extend the devil's 
influence in the world, and how much saints 
have contributed, or used faithful endeavor* 
to contribute, to the overthrow of the devil's 
kingdom. This at present we know, that if 
any among us do err from the truth, and one 
Convert him, he hath saved a soul from death, 
and hides a multitude of sins. 
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DISCOURSE II. 

II. We are now to consider the motives 
used by the apostle for exciting us to labor 
in the conversion of those that err from the 
truth: " Let him know, that he which con- 
verted a sinner from the error of his way, 
shall save a soul from death, and shall bide a 
multitude of sins." 

We are first taught in these words, that 
death is the fruit of sin, and will be the por- 
tion of such as turn aside after crooked ways. 
u He that erreth from the way of understand- 
ing," says Solomon, "shall remain in the con- 
gregation of the dead." Solomon knew that 
good, as well as bad men, die out of this world. 
It must therefore be a kind of death peculiar 
to the wicked of which he speaks. Wicked 
men are already dead in trepasses and sins, 
and they are waked for of the lake of fire and 
brimstone, which is the second death. 

Did we see any of our friends living on 
poisoned dainties, would not our bowels be 
turned within us at the sight of such perni- 
cious folly ? Would we not entreat them with 
tears to have pity on themselves ? Why then 
do we feel so little pity for souls perishing by 
the deceitfulness of sin ? Do we really believe 
that sin is so fatal in its consequences as the 
Scripture represents it to be ? If we do not, 
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where is our faith ? If we do* where are the 
fruits of our faith ? 

2. Salvation from this death is attainable. 
In this the condition of wicked men differs 
from that of fallen angels, that " God hath so 
loved the world, as to give hi& only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." We 
ought not therefore to despair of the salvation 
of the worst of our neighbors. Although they 
may carry the devil's mark in their forehead, 
we do not certainly know that their names are 
not written in the Lamb's book of life. Cer- 
tain it is, that they are called by the gospel to 
partake of the salvation of Christ. God 
stretches out his hand all day long to the dis- 
obedient and gainsaying. Shall we think it 
too great a trouble for ourselves, or too great 
an extension of charity^ to be followers of 
God ? 

3. Our exertions, if they have the desired 
effect on the salvation of our neighbors, will 
be profitable beyond all our conception. 

44 He shall save a soul from death." How 
glorious were Paul and Peter in the eyes of 
men, when one of them raised up Dorcas, 
and the. other Eutychus, from death. But 
they were far more glorious in the eyes of the 
wise, and of God himself, when they were 
the happy instruments of raising up those who 
were dead in sins, to a life of holiness. The 
work indeed was God's ; for who but Go4 
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•an raise the dead ? Yet he put honor and 
gltiry inexpressible upon his faithful servants 
who preached those truths by which men were 
Saved. " Although ye have many teachers," 
says Paul, " yet have ye not many fathers^ 
for in Jesus Christ have I begotten you 
through the gospel." I would far rather have 
I been able to speak such bold words, than to 

| call myself the Lord of an hundred nations. 

f Far rather would I be the spiritual father of 

| one precious soul, than possess all the riches 

of Solomon or Croesus. 

There are many who spend their whole 
lives in heaping up wealth, although they 
know not who shall possess these acquisitions 
after them, and whether they shall be wise men 
or fools, whether they shall be the better or the 
worse for what is left to them. But u the fruit 
of the righteous is a tree of life, and he that 
winneth souls is wise." What account shall 
be made in the great day of all our painful 
acquisitions of earthly treasure? But a single 
drop of cold water given to a disciple in the 
name of a disciple, shall in no wise lose its 
reward. What then will be the happiness, in 
that awful day, of those who have not only 
walked in the way of life, but likewise indu- 
ced their fellow sinners to leave the paths of 
destruction I 

44 He shall save a soul from death," — from 
a death ten thousand times more dreadful than 
ai) the deaths or miseries that can be sustain- 



ed in this world, What are seventy years to 
eternity? What are the pains that accom- 
pany the death of the body, to those eternal 
burnings which the breath of the Lord, like 
q stream of brimstone, doth kindle. 

He-shall save not only the body, but the' 
sool from 1 death. The- whole person is often 
ftreatit by the soul, and the body, as well 
as the Soul, is a partaker of the blessings of 
salvation. What fools are those men who* 
prefer their bodies to their soak? What wilt 
become of their bodies in the day when their* 
souls leave them, and in the day when their 
souls are re-united to them? If you love 
your bodies let your chief attention be be- 
std wed upon your souls. If you love your 
frierids, let your love be directed especially to 
their soiils, with which their bodies must par- 
ticipate in e»dlessj^y or woe. 

When a soul is saved from death, it par- 
takes of a hew and an evetlasting life. Awd 
what can be more delightful to us than the 
hope of sefeircg our friends with ourselves in 
heaven, especially those friends to whose 
salvation we have been happily instrumental ? 
Paul often thought,withtraHsport,ofthose who 
Were to be his joy and crown in the day of the 
Ldrd Jesus Christ , and he could have even 
wished himself accursed from Christ for the 
sake of his unbelieving kinsmen, that they 
might partake of the blessedness of being with 
Christi We cannot hope to equal Paul in the 
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number of his converts; but if we have a few, 
or but one, for a joy and. crown of rejoicing 
in the day of the Lord, we will not envy his 
superior glory. * 

That perfect love which reigns on high will 
snake the happiness ef the blessed the happi- 
ness of every one. If we love our neighbors 
as ourselves, their happiness is ours. Yet we 
may reasonably conclude, that those who have 
turned others to righteousness will, above all 
their companions, enjoy that happiness which 
is the fruit, under the divine blessing, of their 
own* prayers and laboVs. 

If such is the advantage of converting a 
sinner from the error of his ways, what excuse 
can we make for ourselves, if we neglect any 
t>f those means that may be conducive to at 
end so infinitely important to ourselves, and 
to those whom we are bound to love as our- 
selves ? The merchant cannot easily forgive 
himself, if he neglect the opportunity of gain 
vhich might enrich himself for life, and his 
family after him. But what is the gaining of 
all the world to the gaining of one soul ?-— 
Christ knew the value of souls. He died not 
as a fool dieth. If a skilful jeweller should 
give his whole fortune for one diamond, you 
would not surely think that it is of small value. 
What must be the value of those souls for 
which Christ gave not all the substance of his 
house, not the heaven and the earth, although 
the heaven and the earth are his, but bis own 
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preaious blood! We forged the price of our 
redemption, we pour contempt upon him who 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his 
own blood, when we are not animated with a 
strong desire to promote the salvation of souls, 

" He shall save a soul from death, and shall 
hide a multitude of sins." What is the mean- 
ing of these last words ? Who can forgive$ins, 
but God only ? or what could procure the re- 
mission of sins but .the blood of Christ ? We 
must not, therefore, proudly imagine that we 
can procure the remission either of our own 
sins, or the sins of our fellow transgressors, 
by any thing that we can do. If we had sa- 
ved as many $ouls as Paul, and died as many* 
deaths for Christ, and labored more abund- 
antly than all the apostles, neither our labors, 
nor our sufferings, nor the grateful prayers of 
our converts, could cover one of our trans- 
gressions from the view of our Judge, or en- 
title us to his favor. After all that Paul did 
and suffered for Christ, and for the souls of 
men, he expected his own salvation purely 
from the exceeding riches of the grace of 
God, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus. 

But a man may be said to hide sins in the 
same sense wherein he may be said to save 
souls from death, for there is an inseparable 
conection between the pardon of sins, by 
which they are. hidden from the face of God 
as an avenging Judge, and the salvation of 



the soul from death. If the least sin remains 
marked by God, it must prove fatal to the 
sinner. One sin brought eternal misery up- 
on the pngels that fell. One sin of one man 
brougHjjudgroentto condemnation upon the 
whole race of Adam, " Blessed is the man 
whose iniquit iys forgiven, and whose sio is 
covered/' Cursed is the man whose iniqpity 
is not forgiven, nor his sin covered. He is 
under a sentence o£ death, and the wrath of 
God abideth on him* 

He that turns a sinner from the error of his 
ways, turns him to God through fruth in 
Christ Jesus, and by faith we receive the. re- 
mission of sins, Acts xiii. 38, g§. If we t^ke 
this view of the meaning of the parage, we 
find a similar expression* Dan. xii. &. ^ They 
that turn many to righteousness," or a& &$ 
expression may be rendered more literally, 
they that make many righteous, or they that 
justify many. It ijj the glorious prerogative 
of the Godof all grace to justify the ungodly. 
But those ministers or Christians by whom 
men believe, are blessed instruments in their 
justification. 

What powerful motives are contained in 
those words, to enforce the. duty of laboring 
for the cqnverston of our neighbors, y?ho haye 
wandered out of the way of understanding t 

They are still in their sins, and consequent- 
ly under the curse of God, the dominion of 
Satan, and the power of their lusts. Ate? ! 
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how pitiable is this condition ! How much 
worse is oaf sin than all the fevers, conaump* 
ttons, racks, and instruments of destruction, 
that wete ever seen or felt by liaerj ! The 
whole creation groans and travels together 
in pain, under the weight of that sin which 
brought death into the world. When men 
are wandering in the ways of destruction, they 
lie under the guilt, not of one sin only, but of 
many iniquities. We are but very young 
tinners if we have not reason to say, * * Ouf 
iniquities are more than the hairs of our head/' 
If by one offence judgment came upon all itoen 
to condemnation, what is thecondition of those 
who are chargeable with ten thousand provoca- 
tions, many of them dreadfully aggravated, 
all of them binding faster those chains of the 
curse, by which the guilty are reserved to the 
day of wrath, and perdition of ungodly men. 
- Now, every one who believes in Jesus is 
completely freed from all transgressions.— 
However numerous* and however aggravated 
they have been, there is no more condemna- 
tion to him. God cannot be just without 
justifying the sinner that believes in Jesug^ 
and he whom God blesses with this glorious 
privilege, is forever delivered from his Judge; 
It is God, the judge of all, that justifies him ; 
who is he that condemns him ? Happy is the 
man who turns the eyes of his fellow sinners 
to that Saviour, through whom alt his sins 

are forgiven, all his diseases healed, and his 

U2 
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soul, formerly loaded with many curses, j* 
redeemed from going down to destruction. 

The following directions may- be useful to 
those who wish to reclaim their neighbors from 
sin. 

i. Becarefulofyourownpersonal religion. 
Some seamen, in their friendly endeavors to 
save their ship wrecked fellow mortals, have 
by rash, though well meant exertions, lost their 
own lives. When you associate With sinners, 
that you may have the opportunity of using 
fit means for their conversion, beware lest they 
should find means of drawing you into the 
same errors or crimes with themselves ; for 
64 a companion of fools shall be destroyed.*' 
If you are not sometimes in the company of 
your erring acquaintances, you cannot re- 
prove or exhort them. But they must not 
be yqur ordinary or chosen companions.— 
The physician visits the sick that he may heal 
them. He does not live, or sleep with them, 
for then they might communicate to him their 
distempers. 

Those are, of all others, the most likely to 
do good to their neighbors, who keep them- 
selves most unspotted from the world. Their 
life is a constant testimony against the wick- 
ed. Peter exhorts Christians to have their 
conversation honest among the Gentiles, 
that whereas they spoke against them as evil 
doers, they might, by their good works which 
they should behold, glorify God in the day of 
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visitation. The holy life of John bad as 
much effect upon Herod, as the awful elo- 
quence of his discourse. f 

You must not however think, that if you are 
left by God to fall into a sin which brings dis- 
honor on your name, you can be of no more 
use to your fellow men. If you do not give 
proper evidence of repentance, you cannot 
expect th&t you* admonitions or reproofs to 
other sinners will have any other effect thaa 
to bring your own sin to remembrance. But 
if your repentance be as public, and as evi- 
dent as your offence, you* may deal with tin- 
ners more effectually than ever. This ..was 
David's hope© when he was humbled before 
the Lord for his transgression, that wh^n 
God should bless him with renewed instances 
jof his loving kindness, he would teach trans- 
gressors God's ways, and sinners should be 
turned unto him. Paul had greatly sinned 
in his unconverted state, and was on every 
occasion ready to confess the enormity of his 
f sins, arid was enabled, from his own experi- 
ence, to tell sinner&jflb&at an evil and danger- 
ous thing it was to be an enemy to the cross 
of Christ. v 

2. Despair not of doing good to obstinate 
sinners. The servants of Christ know by ex- 
perience, that there is an amazing power in 
those corrupt lusts which naturally reign m 
the hearts of men, and that divine grace can do 
wondrous things in recovering men from the 
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snares of the devil. There were many jetri^ 
that continued obstinate unbelievers during 
the whole course of our Lord's ministry, aU 
though he spake as never man had spoken, 
and yet were converted by the ministry of the 
apostles. Christ's people shall be w tl 1 in g m 
the day of hu power, and they will sever be 
willing till the day of -hi* power is come. The 
husbandman waits patiently for the precious 
fruits of the earth, and does not intermit h» 
labor in the season of drought or of tempest. 
At last he hopes to reap, end we also shall reap 
the fruit of o«r labors if we faint not. If those 
souls should finally perbh, for whom we have 
wept, and labored, and prayed, .our charity 
will not be lost. 

3, Let your charity and zeal be regulated 
by the .word of God, 

It is to be lamented that many persons, 
not enemies to religion, should pay little re- 
gard in their practice to some of its rules. 
Charity is. the soul of practical religion, and 
charity beHevethall things, hopeth all things 
end a ret h all things. Hfcw then comes it to 
pass, that many serious persons are so. ready 
to form bad opinions of their neighbors? 
They hear a had story, and they believe it 
without farther enquiry, although they might 
know that half of the bad stories they hear are 
downright falsehoods, -and-- that nine out of ten 
are mi representations. And how comes it to 
pass, that some who are zealous against sin, 



TH$ e0NV#R£I;0tf Off 0^R ffMOP^* $^f 

tjurn their zeal itself into s,in, by judging their 
brethren, who must stand or fall not to their 
fellow servants, but to their own Master? 

Your neighbor is guilty of a fault. What 
then? 1$ he a hypocrite because be is nqti 
unblemished ? Was the apostle Peter a false 
Christian, because on a certain occasion at 
Antjoch, he walked not uprightly, according 
t<> the truth of the gospel. 

Job's three friends considered him as a bad 
man, and earnestly labored for his conver- 
sion. They were wise and good men. They 
were honest in an eminent degree, and could 
bear to wound their own tenderest feeHngs, by 
speaking daggers to the heart of Job for hi* 
good. Yet they were greatly to be blamed, 
b«3sw*s tfeey wanted that charity which will 
sot form a bad opinion of one's neighbor 
without sufficient evidence. Their reproofs 
and advices would have been excellent, if tbe# 
had been addressed to such a man as they took 
ob tp be ; but addressed to the man that 
sh was, they were poison infused into bis 
wo^nd, wbile they thought that they were dis« 
Goveriog their ardent zeal for God, and their 
honest friendship for Job. They spake not 
of God the thing that was right, and they brake 
the good man ifl pieces with their words. 

]Ju<t \yfyaievef ,we Kjiay.say with justice, a- 
gainst the errors of these goad men, they me* 
rit praise if you: compare them with those cold 
leased friends, who would opt wovvad the toq 
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delicate feelings of those whom they pretend to 
love, although it might save their souls from 
hell. Efoes that man love his child, who 
would not force a knife out of his hands lest 
he should sob and cry, although he knows 
not how soon he may use it to give himself a 
deadly wound; Charity suffers long, and is 
kind ; yet it will not suffer sin in the beloved 
object. So God teaches us by Moses, when 
he says, " Thou shalt not hate thy brother in 
thine heart; thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy 
neighbor, and not suffer sin upon him," Lev, 
xix. 

Charity believeth all things, yet it rejoiceth 
in the truth, and will not believe manifest false- 
hoods, nor refuse its assent to unpleasant 
truths, when they are too plain to be denied. 
You have very false notions of charity, when 
you think that it constrains you to think welly 
orto v speak well of transgressors, whose sins 
are open beforehand, going to judgement. 
If you endeavor to palliate every transgres- 
sion of which you hear, and to wash Ethi- 
opeans white, you employ your tongues to j 
poison the morals of your hearers. You must 
nof speak evil of your neighbors; but you 
must neither justify nor excuse those that are 
known to be evil doers, as if their crimes were 
only faults, and their perseverance in an evil 
course consistent with the character of a 
Christian. Is a man known to be a tipler, a 
reviler, or a liar ? talk not of his spots as H: 
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they could be the spots of God's children, for 
then you may embolden other meji to lie, 
and drink to excess, and defame their breth- 
ren, by the notion you instil, that they may- 
do all those things, and yet deserve the cha- 
racter of saints. 

It is not charity, but cruelty, to hide your 
fcyes from those faults that are but too evi- 
dent. ^ Was there a more charitable man 
than Paul, who, in his epistles, administered 
*harp reproofs to his beloved children, when 
their conduct was blamcable ? Jesus himself, 
whose love passeth knowlege, displayed it 
no less in the reproofs than in the comforts 
which he often gave to his disciples. 

When we have no certain evidence that 
our friends or neighbors are destitute of the 
grace of God, charity will not only permit, 
but dispose us to be jealous over them with . 
a godly jealousy. " I desire to be present" 
with you now, and to change my voice," 
said Paul to the Galatians, " for I stand in 
doubt of you." Was he unkind to them, 
because he stood in doubt of them ? Was 
he their enemy, because he told them the 
truth ? No, he was their true friend. He 
was their affectionate father. They were 
his little children, with whom he travelled 
in birth again, till Christ was formed in 
them. 

. Let all your things be done with charity. 
There are no duties which ought to have 
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the character of charity more plainly ifrt- 
printed upon them, than those which may 
prove painful to the persons whose benefit 
we seek in doing them ; and we ought to 
be careful that our charity be regulated by 
the example of Chrilt and his holy apoftles* 

4. Beware of those weaknesses which 
may obstruct the success of your label's of 
love. 

Spiritual pride is not to be ranked with 
those weaknesses which make our good to 
be evil spoken of. It is wickedness of the 
worst kind. But there are appearances of 
it which ought to be avoided , it ^ we value 
Cur character and usefulness, Ybu« cannot 
but have observed with what wonderful 
caution Paul speaks of his own attainments* 
when he*was under a necessity of mention* 
ing them* Some people might have ima- 
gined that he was one of the proudest men 
alive, when he spoke of his own sufferings^ 
and of his activity and success in the* cause 
of Christ a if he had spoken of them in such 
away as too many speak of themselves* 
when they think that self defence makes it- 
justifiable. Yet, in these very passages 
where he raises his own character to the 
highest pitch of glory, every candid reader 
finds that he was the humblest man in the 
world. 

A supercilious and magisterial air in giv- 
ing one's sentiments on religious subjects, 
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in admonishing, or reproving, or exhort- 
ing, tends not only to prevent the effect de- 
signed, but to embitter the spirit of those 
who seem to be insulted by such behavior. 
Persons in stations, of authority may claim 
the privileges of it. But the authority 
that we claim to ourselves, from the high 
thoughts that we entertain of our excellen- 
cies, or the respect that we suppose to be 
entertained for us, is very frequently a cas- 
tle in the air. It will at least be disputed by 
those whom we humiliate by displaying it. 
Even those who are vested with indisputa- 
ble authority, often find it useful to entreat, 
\riien they might command. Paul, in the 
exercise of his authority, Set always before 
his eyes the meekness and gentleness of 
Christ. 

Beware of impertinent meddling with 
persons over whom you cart pretend to no 
control or influence. We have heard of a 
ceftain zealous Protestant, who, in a fit of 
zeal or of derangement, made a voyage to 
Rome that h£ might convert the Pope. I do 
not suspect that any of you will ever expose 
yourselves, or your profession, to ridicule by 
such absurdity of conduct. But there are 
meddlers, who expose themselves to ridicule 
by atternpts no less hopeless, to convert all 
their neighbors to their own way of thinking 
in religion. They are constantly laboring to 
. W 
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make proselytes to their own religious party, 
and thus raising up enemies to it, as if it 
were hostile to the peace of every other. 
Such persons are commonly those who are 
least fit to manage a cause, but are very well 
qualified to bring it into disrepute. 

Keep within the bounds of your station. 
rt My brethren," says the apostle James, "be 
not many masters," or many teachers, " lest 
you should receive the greater condemna- 
tion." You may be sufficiently qualified to 
do good by your private converse, and yet 
totally unqualified to be public instructors. 
If you think yourselves qualified, it is ten to 
one but you are single in your opinion ; or 
if you are not, you ought to remember that 
there is a difference between qualifications 
and a call. 

Beware of an overheated or a blind zeal. 
" It is always good to be zealously affected 
in a good thing." But many zealots have 
brought zeal under disrepute, by making it 
a pretence for impertinence, for evil surmi- 
sings, for rash judgments, for persecution 
and bloodshed. " The wisdom tnat is from 
above is first pure, their peaceable." True 
zeal is the fervor of charity under the gui- 
dance of knowlege and prudence. 

Make nothing worse than it is. The 
Pharisees, pretending to be holier than 
Christ, called him a wine bibber, a glutton. 
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a friend of publicans and sinners, because 
he sometimes accepted an invitation to dine 
from bad men, whom he wished to convert 
by his discourses, and a sabbath breaker, 
because he did that good to men on the 
Sabbath day, which they themselves would 
not have scrupled to do to a beast. If you 
make those things crimes which are not for- 
bidden by the law, you speak evil of the law, 
and judge the law ; and as a liar will not be 
believed when he speaks the truth, so those 
who make every thing a crime, will not be 
regarded when they justly reprove real 
crimes. 

It is to be confessed, that there is in our 
age, great need to warn men against mis- 
taking sins for innocent amusements, op 
.matters of indifference. But if we would 
keep our feet from evil, we must turn nei- 
ther to the right hand nor to the left. There 
is danger in being righteous overmuch, al- 
though there is greater danger perhaps in 
being overmuch wicked. 

Such is our weakness, that we are ever 
ready in avoiding one evil to rush upon a* 
nother, and to deceive ourselves by false 
names given to our principles of action. — 
When we are called to be wise as serpents, 
we are too ready to forget the harmlessness 
of the dove. Christian prudence is an ex- 
cellent endowment, but let us beware of put* 
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ting in its place the wisdom of the world. 
We must be afraid of doing 'any thing that 
may expose our holy profession to derision, 
but why should we be afraid of exposing 
ourselves to scorn for the honor of our pro- . 
fession? Jesus wrought a miracle, that he 
might not offend those who sought oc- 
casion of offence against him ; but he would 
not, at the instigation of the devil, change 
stones ifito loaves to satisfy his own hunger, 
nor would he exert his divine power to pre- 
serve his face from shame and spitting, but 
suffered every indignity with patience, that 
he might accomplish our salvation. A due 
sense of the love of Christ in suttering and ! 
dying for us, would make us willing to die \ 
a thousand deaths rather than bring dishon- '. 
or upon our religion by imprudent conduct, j| 
or neglect an opportunity to gain a preci- i 
ous soul, to be to him for a, name and for 
a praise. Let us therefore, 

5. Endeavor to live continually under 
the impressions of these awful or pleasant 
truths which will have the most ) ovverful 
influence upon us, for disposing us to seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righ- 
teousness. 

Let us never forget that we came yester- 
day irto the world, and must leave it to- 
morrow; that we brought nothing into 
the world, and can carry nothing out of it. 
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but our good or evil works. Should we 
collect mountains of gold, of what use will 
they be to us when God requires our souls? 
But should we convert one sinner from the 
error of his ways, it will be to us for a joy 
and crown of rejoicing in the day of the 
Lord Jesus. 

One of the holy fathers said, that these 
words still sounded in his ears, " Arise, ye 
dead, and come to judgment." The day of 
judgment will; soon come. It will be pro- 
bably a longer day than all the days and 
nights of our life put together. It will have 
eternal consequences ot importance, exceed- 
ing all our apprehensions. " Knowing the 
terrors of the Lord, we persuade men," says 
Paul. Knowing these terrors, let us exhort 
one another to flee from the wrath to come, 
while flight is yet possible. c< Qphold^now 
is the accepted time ; behold, now is the 
day of salvation/* O that we could per- 
suade you, thoughtless sinner, not to receive 
the grace of God in vain* 

Nothing ought to be a more frequent sub* 
ject of our delightful meditation, than the 
love of God in Christ Jesus. The love of 
Christ constrained Paul to exert such zeal 
in his labors for the salvation of men, that 
he was thought by many to be beside him- 
self. But the salvation of one soul was infi- 
nitely more than a compensation to him for 
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all the reproaches that he could endure. — 
We love God because he first loved us, and 
it is vain for us to say that we love God 
whom we have not seen, if we do not love 
the brethren whom we have seen; and i£ 
we love them, we will not, without the sin- 
cerest grief, behold them walking in ways 
that lead to perdition. Beloved, if God so 
loved us, will we not love one another ? If 
he hath redeemed us from the lowest hell, 
nothing will give us greater delight than to 
pluck our fellow sinners out of the fire of 
divine wrath. If Christ endured such an- 
guish, and bor« the curse of God for our 
deliverance, will any thing appear to us too 
grievous to be endured for the sake of pre- 
cious souls, who must be happy or miserable 
forever. * 

Finally /let us constantly depend on Je- 
sus Christ for all needful supplies of grace 
and wisdom. It is his grace that must quick- 
en us in his way, and animate us with zeal 
for the salvation of sinners. We must re- 
ceive that wisdom from him that is abso- 
lutely necessary for winning souls. To ev- 
ery one of us is given grace, according to 
the measure of the gift of Christ, and he 
will not withhold that graceirom them that 
trust in him, which is necessary for any of 
the services which he requires. Did he give 
his own blood for the salvation of souls, and 
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will he withhold his help from those whose 
prevailing desfre'it is to promote that work 
in which he so greatly delights ? " It hath 
pleased the Father, that in him should all 
fulness dwell, that out of his fulness we may 
receive, and grace fox grace." 
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